SPENCER AXND HIS COSTA RICAN PARTY.
1:Th, {olbaming axopnnt ok shoz: party:alxGostascRicany
under command of §!7§!‘,°’._.»* t Pania Aé d 6n tho
San Juan'river, bas been kindly farnished us by Col. Rud:*
Tor, of the Nicataguan Army, who ardved in the steamship,
Texag—N. O, Picayune. p

“The steamer La Virgin left i )
December, for Fort~ Bau Catlos and ' Toro

Rapids.
-steamboats Col. Wheeler and Scott. The" Scot¢ had ar-
‘rived the day before from Punta Arenas, "€

of the Scott, reported that on bis way up, -he passed two

‘Targe empty rafte between tho Scrapiqui x?ml: San, Carlos:

Virgin Bay on tho 20!!»&{_ Q

our ariival at Castillouthe -next morning _we found the | 5
Capt. “¥¥ood,: |

 Pelvate L. H, Klooknor, promoted to 8d Lieut., comm!
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"5}33536;661-1&"_‘ rigi Ge ?l?{?esggn’ﬁeu, pmmodled‘

Msjor General;-Licut: Uol:John O, O'Neal, promoted to
G "ith%ﬁe.e‘;".ﬁu@r'l’ﬁ B Ctaiié, -Commissaiy. Doparts,

ment, promoted |10~ Liedt:: Col;;

1it, Col
. Potfer,. Ordnance- Department, .

rivers, which he looked ou-as
_down tho river the same day.
the San’Catlos river, )
down, which satisfied us that the Costa _Ricans, werd in
the vicinity. - A man by the:name of Spencer, who for-
morly had been in the employ of tho Transit -Company,’
and who, as we afterwards found, was in .com‘mtm_d. ba
previously arrived, and was waitiog with 150 men in am-,
bush attho wood-landing whero the boats - uzually take id
wood, to capture the .

i wo procede
On passing the mouth of

boat. . -
Capt. Towasend, of the: Col. Wheeler, thought it pru-
dent not to stop.- The boat passed without being fired on.
Spencer's oxcuse for not firing onjher was thatkhere were
too many women on board. After_ we passed he immedi-
ately embarked his men . ju bungos, and proceeded-down
the river. He landed his forces about three milgs above
Serapiqui, wheie there was a company of for(y.msn sta:

we'saw'a raft with men on it coming® 'z

réveiy: Captain’ A} Swingle,.

1ed to Mior; M. A Sl

P t, P d. to Lieut. ( 0y

+/1et Lieut. Samptey ' Willismson, pro-
ptaln of Riftes; Sergeant Mojor Jackion, pro-

moted to 2d-Fleut, of Rifles; Sergeant G. D. Broun, pro-

moted to 2d Liout,; Sergeant’ B, 'Le‘Sacur, promoted to

2d:Lieut. | © . o Lo A oy
- December 19.—Major G."W.. M. Leonard, prpmo@ed to’
Brevet:Licutenant Colonel ; Major \W. ' P, Caycee, fro-
moted to Brevet Licutenaut Colofiel ; Capt. Thomas Do-
1an, promp'ted ;o.najo_r_‘;_ Sel_-gen‘nl él-.;W..,Gnngle‘. grgn;‘i

ted to 1st , promoted {o ¥
ol ,(dig‘L§e,ulgﬁlnl;"

lar!
: enant:;" Sergeant, | Ulars
jcurenent’; Sergeant Gillim; promoted L
Thomas Mcilhepiy,'ll. D.; Asyistant. Sargeon with raok
of Captaln,” = " . y : s
December 2. ht, pro-

tioned, commanded by Capt. F. A. Thompson -.Sp
mado his way down within . sight, of Thompaon's camp,
and lay uutil the men wero at . their -dinner,;wh‘eu he
charged in upon tLem, taking them by surprise, so
tauch 50 that not more than two or three were able to
get their arms. " The Costa Ricang' first fire dealing t!cath
and dismay among them, all save those whowero killed,
jumped in the river and were drowned, except” six, ‘who
succecded in reaching Punta Arenas, some days alter.

To Capt. Thompson is much blame attached, - He had
timely notice of the rafts comiog down theSsn Carloa riv-
er; bis failing to put out pickets, and neglect of fnstitu-
ting the y P ions, made him sesponsible for
- the surptise and destruction of his command. Itis said
‘that he fought bravely, and was wounded In :several
 places with bagoneta. Hialifo was saved by Spencer.

After Speacer took that post, he procecded .dowan the
river and arrived ia tho harbor of San Juan on the mor-
ning of the 234 December, brivging with -him Captain
 Thompson as prisoner.  On bis arrival, he at once pro-
ceeded on board of a British man-of-war, laying :in tbe
Liarbor, and delivered despaiches from the President of
 Costs Rica, to the comwauder of the British fleet, ‘Capt.
Thompson was left on board the.man-of-war, to have his
wounds attended to. P P

Before Spencer left, the commander told bim to go ou
-with his ‘work, and that be would sssist bim in the morn-
ing. This took place about 8 o'clock A. M. ~Spencer
waited until daylight before he landed on’ the point, ta-
king the agent and employees by surprise. Spencer told
them that il there was a eingle shot fired, hé would not
permit a siagle life to be saved. A .

As soon as Spencer had taken possession of the Transit
Company’s building; and the steamer then laying there,
three man-of-war gun-boats, manned each with thirty men
and oné siz-pounder, were posted in such a position as to
completely command the Trausit Company’s’ buildings.—
The commander of these gun-boats, seeing there would be
po resistance, ordered them to retive. There was not a
shot fired on cither side, and Speucer was permitted to
take away the three river steamers without molestation.

Duringthe day, Speacer got steam on the boats to pro-
ceed up the river. Through some mismanagement, two
of the boats, when cast off, drifted over on the Greytown
shore. Speucer found some difticulty in getting them off.
which the Eoglish flect noticing, they magnanimously sent
him chains and anchors to sssist bin.

While the boats were laging'on'the Greytown -shore,
some citizens of that place, to whom the Transit Compa:
_ny was fudebted, got out attachments in order to detain
the boats. One was served on Spencer, which he tore up
and threw the fragmenta in the face of the officer, - Take
note of this, ye gods, and weep, For once be it said the
authority of His Majesty, the Mosquito King was disregar-
ded. His Honor, T. J. Martin, the Chief Magistrate of
Greytown, felt the insult keenly, and made a formal de-
mand on the Commodote of the British fleet to see that
the autbority of His Majeaty, the Mosquito King, was res-
pected. The answer o this formal demand was that he
could not interfere. The boats were got off, and procee-
ded up the river to Castillo.

Gen. Walker having no troops at this point, Spencer
had uo trouble to obtain possession. Here lay the steam-
or Scott, which they secured. The steamer Ogden was
at the Toro Rapida. Spencer made the agent, under pain
of death in case of refusal, write an orderto Capt. Mahon-
¢y to bring her down to Castillio; which he did. Spencer
in tho meantime placed hismen ina large warchouse.
The Captaiv, on his arrival, made the steamer fast, think.
ing all was right; when this was ddne, the doors of the
warehouse were thrown open, and the Costa Ricans mat-
ched on board, taking sli hands prisoners. Capt. Mahoney
and crew were compelled to take the steamer up to Toro Ra-
pids, where lay the lake steamer La Virgin,  Capt, Bunker,
seeing Capt. Mahoney aud bis crew at this port, did ot
have the least suspicion of anything wrong, until Spencer
with‘ the Costa Ricans;stepped on board his boat and sei-
2ed her, .

QOn the 30th they procceded to Fort San Carlos; and
took that point by sorprise without firing a gun. Capt.
-Bunker and his crew were also compelled to take the steam-
er La Virgin to San Carlos. Tiere were ‘certain signals

blished the and the fort, which
were always exchanged on approaching in the night;
these signals were exchanged.  The steamer proceeded as
usual to & point near the fort, where she stops to- commu-
nicate with the shore.  Caprain Kruger boarded the steam-
er with five men, Ie was told to repair to_the. upper
deck, where lic was informed thal he was a prisoner; and
that ifhe made any signals to bis men in the fort, ke
would be instantly shot, and was compelled to write an or-
der for his command to surrender.

The steamer San Carlos with the California aud Nicara-
guan passengers, left Virgin Bay on Friday worning at
about one o'clock, and proceeded on her way across the
lake, arriving ot FortSan Carlos, about 10 A, M, of the
sameday, The usuul sigrals were exchanged. and the
steemer was boarded by two men. Dr. Hardcastle and
Lizut. Tyler, attached to the post, went on shore, and the
steamer staited down the river San Juan. We bad gone
but a few miles, however, before we were met by another
steamer, ded by the ubiquitousSp y who bail-
cd, and startled us with the intelligence that all the lake
steamers were in possession of the Costa Ricans, and that
Fort San Carlos, which we had juat lelt, Castillo, and Sera-
piqni, bad been taken. This Spencer is the same man
who a few years since killed Capt. Frasher, and only saved
bis neck for want of evidence, g

Rrvag, Dec, 29, 1856.

Friend Pic :—I wrote to you under date of the 16th
Decenber from San George, whioh was left in command
of Col. Jaquess, with the Sccond Iofantry, until all the
sick and wounded, amwmunition, &c., could be removed to
Riras, all of which was not fully completed until Saturday
the 20th, and on Suuday morning, the 21st, the Second
Infantry marched out of San George, leaviog it in quiet
possession of the natives, and arrived here about: ‘11 o™
clock, A. M. same day, tke distance beinga little less than

n
moted to Brovét Captain ; Private H..P. Do Shieids, pro-:
moted to 24 Lieut.; Private' Ephraim Mann, - promoted to
Captain; David Martin, promoted’ Captaio; 24 t. Hy.
Maleolm, promoted to 1st;Liett, L
December 20.—1st Lieut. Chas. Wilkingon, pronfoted
glplpin of Rifles ; Private John Franklin, promoted to 2d
jeut, . S R :
. December: 28.—Licutenant Colonet -Jobn P, “Wa-
ters, promoted to Colonel, ta date from the * 18th Decem-
ber. T

AppoINTMRNTS.—S. A. Lockridge, Lieut. Col.; Farrell;
Captaia ; M. A. Wilson, Captain;-Higley,; Captain; Course
Captain; C. Cunningbam,’ 1st Licut.; Crasley, ‘1st - Lieut.;
W. S. Bacon, 1st Licut; B. F; Harwell, 1st Licut.; Scam-
meron, 1at Licat.; Rayburn, 1st Licut; B. F.. Whittier,
Assistant Quartermaster, rank of Captain; R. M. Blackman
2d Licutenant; W, G. Course,’ 2d " Lieutenant " John G.
Chalmers, 2d Lieut.; Geo.:B: Bouton, ‘M, D., Assistant
Surgeon, rank of Captain; -John W, Bervier, -1st Lieu-
tenant, - e : - .

- ResioNaTioys.—Lieut. Col. Leonidas Mclntosh, 21 Nov.
Gen, B. D. Fry, 16 December; Assistant Surgeon Wm. L.
Lundy, 28 Dec.. ©° ¢

Ox Leavs oF ‘Apsixce ro rne Statrs.—Gen. C. C.
Hornsby, Major Warren Raymond, Licut. Geo. :F. Beam:-
ish, Liet. Thos..G., Flousnoy, Lieut. Col. A. F. Rudler,
Capt. Lewis D. Watkiis, Capt. Snow, D. McChesney, S.
8, Livingston, Capt. J. G.-Dreux, Col.- Mark B, Skerrett,
Lieut. Col. E. Hs McDonald. T

. As I start in'n few 'moments for San Juan del;Sur, I ;
must close this letter, but- before doing so I must wish
you ana all yoar readers- & Ierry: Unristmas ana nappy
New Year, and may you all realize your brightest antici-
pations the ensuing year. ~ Christinas. day. herg was rath.:
er a dull aftair. We missed the usual sound of firecrack-
ers which usher in the holidays, and the bright faces and
sparkling eyesof the juveniles on’ their way to the toyi
shope; we missed alao the cold weather which, with you,
generally accompanies these days of sociability and gene-
ral happiness; but we did not miss the egg-nog. We had
the good luck to procure some eggs, and tbrough the
kindnesa of a{riend wo were supplied - with sufficient of
tho argent 1o make a'good sized gourd full.

Yours truly, :

H.R.
Rivag, Jan. 2, 1857,

T open this merely to add that I retarned from San Juan
yesterday; that nothing new has bappened, evergthing be-
ing perfectly quiet here. Nofurther news about the ene
my. How long this state of affairs will last 1 cacnot say, 1
but from present appesrances nothing .important will be|
done for some time: -The health of the army is- improv- |
ing rapidly, Yours, H.R. |

|

two miles,

The town has a somewhat gloomy apparence. Onen-
tering the P'aza,on oy side, a very large church has
been commenced and compleied to the first story, but
bow many years since, I cannot say, as it looks now more
like aruin than 8 new building.  On the opposite side are
the rains of the buildings fired by the enemy at the last.
battle in this place. These rains, in the most conspicu-
ous part of the town, give it, on first entering, a somewbhat
dreary appearance, but after passiog. these eye sores,
thiogs change for the befter, aud finer quarters,
both for officers and men, are found - here - than evenin
Graoada. :

The fortifications made Liere by the enemy are the best
and strongest I bave yet scen in the country, and if thay
had remained to fight from behiad them, it would, no
doubt, have caused the loss of many of our troops before
they could have been taken. The strongest kind of bar-
ricades, both of adobe and logs, were. thrown up across
thgmds and stéeets; trenches al least five feet deep were
dug fo communicate with the different barricades, covers
ing a man entirely in crossing from one to the other; house-
barricaded, towers for sharp shooters erected ou the cor-
ners of streets, on tho tops of houses, built of solid logs,
ball proof, entirely covering the moen, and pierced with
port-holes on all sides—in fact, eve ion was ta-
ken for a vigorous defence. All the barricades were erec: !
ted in the upper part, which i3 considered the strongest’
and most inaccessible part of the town. Now, the ques-
tion arises, why did they leave the town which cost them
80 many days bard labor to fortify? ‘Was it that they
feared Gen. Walker's cannon? or was it dissensions
;r:(lmg themselves? I believe mysell it was caused by

th,

1 am informed that they hesed tho evening Lefore they
left that Gen. Walker would attack them io the morning,
and knowing that he had arrived from Gravada with all
his cannop, and also knowing that teinforcements had ar-
rived, they no doubt decided that discretion was the bet-
ter part-of valor, and marched off towards Masaya, hefore
daylight. Iam also informed that they quarreled with
themselves, and came near fighting that morning, and that
when they marched off they divided inte two separate par-
ties, and marched oat of town by different roads. The
general impression is, however, that they were too weak to
stand a siege, and could not have held the town agaiost
the force that Gen. Walker could bring againseit. '~

Nothing further has been heard from them since they
left, with the exception that they ere at Masaya, quarrel.
ing among themselves ; and further, that the enemy were
scen in considerable force by the rangers, at a small - town
called Nandima, about twelve miles from Granads, on the
26th. . Shots were exchanged, but no damage done.

The following is a list of p ions and i
in the Army on the 25th November last : i

24 Lieut. James H. Hearsay, promoted to Captain.

Sergeant Msjor, Hy. C. McCoy, promoted to 2d Lisu-
tenant, -

Sergeant M. Scully, promoted to 2d Licutenant. o

Sergeant Thomas Fellows, promoted to 2d Lieuten-

PP

ant. .

Private E. W, Morgan, promoted to 2d Lieutenant. .
I‘ri\‘atellenré" lcolm, p d to 2d Liéulenant
Private Dan Shea, promoted to 24 Lieatenant,
December 9.—Col. E. J, Saoders, promoted to Brigad

General, commission to date from Nov, 18. N

Major A, Schwartz, p dto L Col: com-
mission to date from Nov. 18, . :

Capt. Geo. F. Farren, p; d to Msjor, R
to date from Nov. 18,

1st Lieut. C. W. West, pi d to Capt, i

to date frgu Nov. 18. - - o ;
Msjor J. P. Waters, promoted to Lizutenant Col., con-
missoner to date from Dee. 8.
Capt. Joe. M. Bsldwin, p
to date from Dec. 8. -
Capt. J. P. Lenis, promoted to Major, commissian to
date from Dec. 8. - :
2d Lieut. Caskell, promoted to
to date from Dec. 8. . - . .
. .Corporal M, G. Lull, promoted to 2d Lieut., commis-
sion to date from Dec. 8. i’ S -
Privats M. D Smish, promotéd”to 2d Lieutenant, com-
mission to date from Dec. 8, - Coene

d to Major,

1st- Lieat., éoinmj;;lop




