! An, Interesting Cortespondence—Gion. Goicg.

} rin and Commodore Yaaderbilt,

~ No, 122 Eaet ‘TRIRTKENYH. sTRERT, Prac, 22, 1864,
C. Yaxperuiir, Teg. - Str—Your lTetter of the

186k Dee. to Mr. MoKeow rengers it ndcessary that y

fhouid address you this nove, In that Tetter you sn;

** that you havo not failed to observe thmg in ge‘era}.:

instances your name has heen associnted jn the nevers.
- popors with various individuals knovm go e con-
' nected with the fllibustering scheme ol which tae
' Republic of Nicorsgun is now tho UIOLL™ tud: gory
proceed to aay that you ‘* have ns littie 8ympathy
w.th fillibustering when it takes the form, 28 in ghg
¢a80 of Nicaragua, of a military invasion of a neigl.
boring Republie, ag when if agsuemes the maro familise,
but not more utrocious, shape of burglary sad larcong
upon the property ot our citizons;*

Pubiic opinion hes connected you o intimatelp
boretofera with the asslstance given to Wavuxes,
the outset of his coreer, that ¥ may be veuy prudent
and propey for you to enter a protest against anp
fresh §ukpicions of the kind, although thaps, it
ba cousidered e o may

rather overdoing the matter for you to
cqu those who have hoen heretofore considered you
friends and assooiates by the mild names. of burglar:

und thieves, As to the question of f, 1ching

) ack tauc the
extent of your past connection vrigh the expedition
to Nicaregua, I h_ave o interest to prove or disprove
it, but I have o right toknow, and T pg, categorioally

whether you intended by your lattap any vaf,
me, or directly orindirectly to charge mf w?tﬁr;:::i:

puting in anything criminal or dishonorap]e,
. Respectfully, yourobedient servant,
) D. DE GOICOTURIA,

Sl iy
COM. VANDERBILT'S REPLY,

New-York, Wednesday, Dec, 24, 1356, =%
Ger. D, o2 (101cOURIA: Dear 8ir—Your lotter o
the 22d inst,, referring to mine to Jomx MoKeon,
ieq., United States District Attornoy, of tho 10g1,
inst., ard izquiring whether I intended in that lettor
to charge you with participation in :mytiﬁng criminal
or disbonorable in connection with the pending §ili-
busteriog transactions in Nicaragus,hasbheen roceived .
In consideration of the friendly personal relationg
which have existed botween us, and of the assuranes
which T feel that your fntervention in this Nicaragus
affuir hag been promptod by sontiments and foolinga
80 different from thoso which have netuated the mew
to whom T have referred in my letter to Mr. MoKzon
I do pot hesitate to disavow the design of imputing:r
to you any participation in any scheme of crime or

dishonor.

Your position bas been representedto many that
of a native of the island of Cubs, auxiously desiring nor
disentbralment from the dominion of 8pain, and nog
unwilling to render nid 4o the people of that istand in
any well-considered effort for the sccomplishment of
this result. While I am not ealled upon to @xpress
either sympathy or disaffection towards measurea
having in view the establishment in your native
country of representative government in lieu of that
which it i3 now asserted oppresses her people, I am
at liberty to regard you in a very different light from
that in which nu American citizen stands who glves
aid to a crusade upon the liberties of & neighboring
Republic for purposes of speculation in her lands or
the derpoilment of her citizons, This Nicaragua
movement, although heralded as a schemo for the ea-
tablishment among that people of American institu-
tions, has thus fur resulted in the erection of the

worst species of military despotism known to civi.
lized man. And the parties most immediately con-
cerned in its sustenance appear to aim at nothing be-
yond an unrestrained licenss to speculate in the lands
and properties of others, With such vlews it ought
not to eurprise you that I was willing to charactariza
its aiders and abettors by the terms which among our
people distinguish those who seek their own advan-
tage without regard to the restraints of laws or ths
acknowledged rights of property. L

You intimate in yourletter that public opinion has
connected me intimately with the nsslstance given te
WaLKER at the onset of his career

I a1a not conscious of any foundstion upon whick
such impression can resty ond £ am unwilling to pet-
mit the opportunity to pass without tho most 6x.
plioit denial of its accuracy or truth. I pregania
that Em have referred to the circumstanses
attending the transportation to Nicaragum, sbout
one year since, of persons who are reported ta
have joined the military force which has been
since mwaintained in that country under the com.
mannd of WALKER, I will not controvert the stats.
ment that during the period of Mr, Morasx's sgeucy
for the Company’in New-York, and that of Mr. Gaz-
RISON'S ngancg at San Franeiaco, recruits for Warxee
were conveyed to Nicaragua in the Company's steam-
crs.  And my attention has been repestedly called to
the fact that the_newapapars, or soma of thera, hava
failed to discriminate between the transactions of tha
agents of the Company anterior to and since the as-
sumption by me of the control of its affaira I
have rot takep, perbaps, all the means which
might havo been employed to prevent tnis unjure
blending of past and recent occurrences, It i3 £
well known thata portion of tha public pressis czn-

ducted insuch a manner that it isidle to expect st
it8 bands eitber justice or accuracy, that I have ns3.
sumed that the intelligent portion of the community,
wkose judgment is alone important, swould hava
taken the paius to discover the real truth of the mat-
ter. But eince it is apparent that a man of your in-
formation has supposed that there may hava bean, at
gome time, gome gort of complicity on my part wita
those asaocinted in this fillibustering enterprise, I
am not willing to permit the occasion to pass with-
out making such an explanation of my conuection
with the Company as will henceforward lzave no rogm
for migrepresentation, ’
#1n the wmonths of Derember and Jsuuary last, I
was n Stockholder in the Accessory Transit Com-
pany, and also its creditor to a considerable amount.
Mr. C. MoraAx was the agent of the Company ab
New-York, and had the charge of its steamships at
this port. Mr, GARBISON occupied the srme position
at S8an Francisco, .

On the 16t of February last I was induced, as well
from regard to my own pecunjary interest involved
s upon the solicitation .of others whose property
was cmbarked in the stock of the Company, to ns.
sume the agency at New-York in the place of Mr,
MORGAN. ’ .

In the course of the same month of .TFebruary,
WaLker was induced to annul, in the form of s de-
“cree of the Government offNicaragua, (which he had
alrendy usurped,) the charter of the Cowpany,
and, without even the semblance .of legal” pro-
cess, deprived it of its properMes upon the.
Isthmus of Nicarague. A brief period elapied,
and the properties "upon the Isthmus, inelu-
ding all the means ef transportation from ocean te
ocean, were claimed by Morcax & GaArrmsox under
analleged purchase from WaALxee, and since that
time the steamers of the Company upon that Isthmus
have been employed alternately in the transportation
of their passengers and WALEKER'S mercenaries. My
own cfforts have been constant to preserve the prop-
erty of the Company from further depredation, and
to sot on foot the nocessary mensures to obtain for
the Company redress against thoss who have at-
tempted to despoil it. .

Thig, Sir, is the whole history of my connection
with tho Company since WALKER's invasion of Nica-
ragus, and you can now judge whether it can be just-
ly asserted that X was associated with the scheme of
invasion; or whetherit ought to be n Hatter of sur-
rise that I have characterizad the trausaction itself
in the language to which you appear inclinad to take
exception,
If the attempted robbery of the properties of ths
Company shall, in spite of all efforts, become suc-
cessful, I ghall, with very many other of the citizens
of New-York, sustain pecuniary loss ; but I shall not
fail, nevortheless, to increase the loss by persistent
efforts to bring to justice of some sort the men who
are responsible for the most unexcused and inex-
cusable invasion of private property that has hitherto
come to wy knowledge, Every man of vroperly is
interestod in the question of its reasonable security
against every species of invasion, and my pursuits in
life have met with such success that £ can'well afford
to mako considerablo sacrifices for the ussertion of
right und the punishment of wrong, .
Imnay have mistaken the spirit in which your re-
quest of explanation has been made, but I havo, rev-
ertbeloss, given you ull I have to offer,
T am your vory obedient sorvant,

C. VANDERDILT.




