THE NICARAGUA EXPEDITION.

Tn the subjoined letters, copied from the New
York papers, we have some farther revelations of
the course of the Government in connexion with
the lato effort to dispatch from New York an un-
lawful expedition against Nicaragua:

ovratex Districr or New Yore,
U. S. District Atrorsey’s Orzicx, Drc. 29, 1853,

B1r: Onthe 2ith day of December instant a complaint
under oath was made at this office that you, togetber with
other persope, had, in this district, began, set on foot,
provided and prepared the means for a military expedi-
tion or enterprise to be carried on from this country
against the territory of the Republic of Nicaragus, with
whom the Usited States are st peace. The factsso charged
smounting to an offence against the laws of the United
States, & Commissi ited s~
sued his warrant for the arrest of all parties charged in
the affidavit with a violation of law. This warrant has
been served on all parties therein named with the excep-
tion of yourself.

1 deem it my duty now 4o state to yon the reascns of
the delay in the execution of the warrant. Oa the 224
instant I had an interview with you, in which I atated to
you the information I had received in relation to the pro-
posed departare of large bodies of men in tha steamer
Northern Light, on the 24(h instant, for the purpose of in«
vading the territory of Nicaragus. You disclamed any
knowledge of suy such movement. In the icterview you
claimed to be in the United States in a diplomatic charac-
ter. The Government of tle United States has at sll
times coaformed to the practice of the laws of nations,
and I felt satisfied that the President would extend to any
person claiming that relation such courtesy as in his judg-
ment comported with the digaity of the United States.

rom the correspondence, copies of which have since
been delivered to you, it sppears that you have not heen
receired or acknowledged as s Minister by the Executive
cf the United States, that you have no rightasanaccre-
dited Minister, Your position is * simply that of & per-
son coming to this country to present Limself sa such,
and not reccived by reason of its failing to eppear that
he represented any lawful Government.”” The letter of
the Attorney General further adds ** that under such cir-
cumstances sny diplomatic privilege awarded to youis of
mere trapsit and courtesy and not of right, and that cour-
tesy would be wil from you s0 soon as d
be cause to believe that you are engaged in or contem-
plating any act not consistent with the laws, the peace,
or the public honor of the United States.”

Laviog advised the Attorney Gemeral of the charge
against you, and of the process issued theceu, T am now
authorized fo aay that the Dresident, proceeding in the
spirit of the fallest consideration for the diplomatic cha-
racter, desires me to notify you of the present charge,
and that o process will be served upon you, provided
you shall not become chargeable with any furtber offence
and shall depart from the country within o reasonable
time.

By the Constitation of the United States  privilego of
exemption from arrest is awarded to Senators and Repre-
sentatives. It extends to them the privilege of going to
and retarning from Congress. Similar exemptions are
accorded to members of Legislatures. Witnesses under
certaln circumstances are exempt from arrest. Dutia all
fhese cases the exemption is etrictly construed by our
courts. Whilst it is proper that the agents of the people
and witnesses shall be properly protected, it is slao just
that citizens having clama shall not be deprived of their
legsl rights by the improper exercise of this exemption.
Io like manner the courtesy extended to you is that of
going to Washington sad retarniog to the foreign country
from whence you claim to come 84 Minister within a rea-
sonable time.  In the hope that no farther complaint will
be made against you, tendering ta you my best wishes
for your safo return to your owa country,

1 remain your obzdient servant,
JOHN McKEON,
District Attorney United States.

To Parxsr H. FeEyen, Esq.

The following letters show that the three custom-house
officers who were concerned in the expedition have been
disminsed from the public service:

Nzw Yoex, Dxc. 26, 1855,

Qix: Criminal warrants have been issued from this
office against George B. Hall, Addison Farnsworth, and
John Creighton, who are charged with an offence against
the laws of the Usited States. I call your special stten-
tion to these parties, as L am informed that they are

officers of the customs of this port. Very respectfully,
: Jonx McKxox, U. 8. Dist. Attorney.

11. J. Reprieep, Esq., Collector.

Cusrox Housx, New Yorg,

Cellector’s Office, Dee. 29, 1855.
Dsax Stz: Your letter of the 20th instant, jnformick
me of the arrest of George B. Iall, Addison Farnsworth,
and Joha Creighton, on charges of a breach of the nou-
trality act of Congress of 1818, was received during my
sbsence. 1have to inform you that the fartber services
of the persons referred tc i the revenus service have
been dispensed with, Hsll bas resigned, Farnsworth has
been suspended, and Creighton removed.  Yours very

traly, Tiexaxn J. RxoraLp, Collector.
To the Hon. Jorx McKrxos, &6,
R




