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XPLOSION AND PIRE

otal Destruction of L. M. Hubby's
Residencg in East Oleveland.

Several of the Fainily Shock-
ingly Burned,

Miraculous Esoape from Death.

The House a Mass of Ruins,

Loss Fifty Thousand Dollars

A 0AS EXPLOSION THE CAUSE.
Full Particulars of the Sad Affair.

One of the most direful and heart-rendiog

calamities that has ever occurred {n this city

or vieinity, was visited upon L. M, Hubby,

Esq., president of the Cleveland, Columbus

and Cincinuatl railroad compeuy, and his

family, on Saturday cvening, IIis elegant
new residence and all its contents were to-
tally destroyed—not a vestlge of anything
remsining, save the bare and blackencd

ruins—by o terrific explosion of gas in the
basement, and the conflagration, swilt, sure
and terrible, which immediately followed.
Fearful as was the desolatfon, did it involve
only a financial loss, {¢ would be of small
mnomont when compared with the actual re-
sults of the disaster—the montal anguish and
acute bodily sufleriog entalled upon the
members of that stricken houschold, Mr,
Hubby, tho honored head of the family, sus-
tained very painful injuries by burning; bis
duughter, Miss Elia, & benutiful- and accom-
plished young lady of twenty, chosen by the
remorseless flames as their ospeclal prey,
was g0 badly burned that durlng that fear-
ful night apd the day following, her
lifo seemod to ‘bang on the passing
of a breath” and now lies In a crit-
ical conditlon, suflering the most .excru*
clating sgony; and Frank Y. Hubby and
his wife received Injurles which, though
sovere, are foriunately not of = dangerous
character. TFew can realize the full weight
of u LUlow g0 sudden aud terrible—the utter
desolation of a chorished home swept nway
aud Joved ones in the vory grasp of, death.

To Mr. Frank W. Hubby, one of the in-
mates of the houso at tho time of the calam-
ity, we are indebted for most of the facts
which enable us to lay before our readers a
full and correct account of this most lament-
able affalr,

THLE SCENE OY DISASTIR, .

The residence of Mr, Hubby was situated
neurly huif » mile from the the olty limity, in
the township of East Clevelund, en thoesouth
sldo of the Kuclld uvenue rosd, It was of
briek, two storles hlgh, clubornte in archi-
tectural design, and was finished, both exter-
onlly and Intornally, in the most elegant
mannor, It was sumptuously furnished
throughout, and was {n ull respects ono of
the finest suburban residences of the
clty, Il was nearly a year in course of con-
struction, and belng designed for a per-
manent howme, no expense had been
gpared Lo render it a model of comfort
aud convonience. Tbe grounds sur-
rounding the hotse, spacious and de-
lightfully situated, were belng laid
oul and {mproved with the utmost care and
taste, A stream of water courses through
the grounds, and n ymoll lake is formed by
aa artilefal embankment. Every thing
ubout the premises had becn arranged with
eipecial refersnce to the romantic and beau-
tiful. Removed from the nolse and bustic
of the city full, our worthy and highly cs-
teemed towneman was prepuring a plensant
tnd quiet home, where he might pass the
declining years of & busy and well_spent
life. The fumily formerly lived at No, 116
Lake street, and only removed to their new
vesidence about the first of January last.

THE CAUSE O THE OALAMITY,

This nelghborhood has never hitherto
Leon accessible to the elty gus, the pipes not
having been extended to that point, We
may remark, howover, that receutly the
pipos have Leen lald as far ag the rosidence
of Judge Iolton, tho second west of Mr.
Hubby, and his houso was lighted -with
street gas for the first time on Saturday
evening, It s uot intended to Ilay
the pipe {urther this fall on account
of tho wenther, but early in the spring
tho gas compnny will extend it
through Kast Cloveland, Mr, Hubby was
nmaking arrangements to haven surfuce pipe
run from the end of the maln pipe, to supply
hlg houss and that of his son-{u-lavy, Colonel
Doubleday, adjoining. Inan very few duys
this would have been completed, and Mr.
Hubby would have discarded forever the
substitute. which has proved to have boen
Itko n mine of gunpowder beneath his fulet
homo. But the ways of Providence ara in-
serutable and after belug used with safety
tor monthy, just as it was sbout to ho thrown
nglde, 1t has become tho fearful agent of de-
struction and porhaps ol death,

The apparatus used by Mr. Habby was
Bieree’s patent generator, the principle ar-
ticle used being zasoline. This is known to
all asone of the niost yvolatlie,*{nflammable,
and cousequontly dangerous substaunces in
nature. When oxposed to the afr it evapo-
rates with nmazing rapidity, and Its detonn.
ting power s sald to excced that of
gunpowder, rivaling that of the fumous ni-
tvo-glycarine which lins become the terror of
the world, The apparutus ol the genorator
consists of & gusoling tank, air rocelyer and
apump oporated by means of welghis., The
alr {8 forced through plpos into tho gusoline,
by which it becomes so impregnated with
the inflaimable proporties asto become gas.
[rom the tank {t {s conducted through the
bouse and is ready for ‘uge, Tbheso gepera-
tors nre in many bhouses In tho suy
burbs of the oity and notywithstanding the
dangerous character of the mater|al used, they
have generally besp qoemed safe, wilh the
exerclso of proper precantions. An explo-
slon of this gas pcoprred in East Cloveland
several months ago although not of a disas-
trous naturo, and the burning of the Contle
nental hotel in Crestline, some time sincs,
\vas froin the saino cause. .

In the caso of Mr. Xubly,zs {n most others.
to fnsure the greatest possible degrus of aufe-
ty, the tank in which tho gasoline was kept
was placed outside of tho building and sever-
al fegt distant.  Jt was coyered with egrih
to a cousiderublo dopth yod only connected
with the heuse by the necassary pipes, The
pump, uir reservoir and other portions of
the apparntus, were placed in the basement
of the house, immediatoly Leneath the draw.
ing-reom, at the east sido and negr the front,
* A defect had for some time existed in tho ap-

causzed no small dogree of punoyance, This
is said to baye been the result of neglspt fo
apply the propar tests to the pipes when the
apparatus was put fn. Repested attempts
liad beeu mads to Tepalr the defect, hut they
wero uevor suecessful, apd the fagnily hailed
with gladness the approach of tha street
pipes, which would relieye them from all
dapgor and trouble in future, This expla-
uation {s somnewhat lengthy, but it is neces.
sary to enable the reader to filly pnderstand
tho cause of this direful disaster,

THE FATAL NIGHT,
On Saturday svonipg the gas was more
routblesome than usual, the {pmntes of the
ouso Leing searpely able to obtain light at
1l {rom the buroers. A barvel of gsoline
IV:lS putinto the tank on Friday lnst, a quan-
Hd
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ty which would last two or three months. | from the fery gauntlet through whish hp

A short time before the explosion Ay, Hub- | b

asement with a candle to endeavor to as- | Lofere were his companions In the library,
17e made several attempts to reach them by

Lat, n3 i3 not the case with ordinary | torn up and ho endesyored to psas over the
as, that manufuctured .from gasoline is | b
eavior than alr, and settles to the bottom of | and Lo passed around the house, He thinks

ceaalon of the flrst visit to the basement | minute or two after the  explosfon, and yet

all its deadly fury. A steam pipe ex-
nded from the heatlng aparatus of the
ouse, In auother part of the basement, to
the generator, to be used in cold weather,
Steam was opplied to the pipes aund this
seemed to quicken the generator into an un-
vronted life, for upon sscending the slalrwoy
they found jets of flame shooting up from.
the burners to the height of three or four
feet, It was oniy a spasmodic action, how-
ever, and the light soon became even duller
thaun betfore. Then it was that the visit was
made to the jbasement which resulted in
such fearful dlsaster ana ruin.

THE EXPLOSION,

At about a quarter past seven o'clock

zer which impended. As he has not been

able to converse since the accident his ex-
act manner of procedure {8 pot known, Un-.

doubtedly he stooped to Inspect the generator

ot pipes, and the contact of the' light
with te gas coused {ts instantaneous igni-
tion and an explosion of the most terrific

character, with a report like that of a hun-

dred cannon.

THE IMMEDIATE EFFECTS,

The effects of the explosion were truly
appalling. Portions of the heavy walls
were blown outwarad and fell to the ground,
and the entire bullding was shivered and
1cnt a9 if with an eartquake, from roof to

basement. Bricks were hurled through the
air with terrific force, and were picked up
two houses distant. Floors.were upheaved,
torn to fragments, and together with a
chnotic mass of timbers,{bricks and articles of
furniture, fell down into the burning abyss.
The windows, even in the chamber, were
blown out, and the broken sash, shutters,
Iragments of furniture and plecos of wood
torn from tho inside of the buildlng were
seattered over the yard as far ns the street.
Doors wore wrenched trom thefr hinges and
shivered to atoms, while one on the west side
of tho house was hurled to the edgo of the

force of the cxplosion scema almost to defy
comprehension, when it is considerod that
this mighty power was only an invisible, in-
tangible agent. Many of the large founda-
tion stones of the walls were forced from
their places and broken in pleces, und the
koystone of an arch over one of the doors,
welghing teo or three hundred pounds, was
driven outf, leaving the remainder of the
arch standing, and thrown a distanco of ten
or fifteen fect, A mine of gunpowder could
not more eflectualiy have wrought the work
of destruction.

The most terrible force of tlie explosion
was spent upon the front portion of the
lhouse. The division of the basement corre-
sponded with that of the rooms upon the first
floor, and & mere mention of these will aid
to & better understanding of the disaster, At
the front of the house were the drawing-
room on the east and the library on the west.
Immediutely in rear of these was a spaclous
hall, extending across the entiro building
from enst to west, and beyond the hall the
dining room, kitchen, sieeping apartments,
ote. In the basement, as above, a door Jtd
from ench of the front rooms into tho hall.
P'revious to tho explosion both these doors
in the basement had stood open, thus per-
mitting the deadly vapor to find its way into
the hall and thenco into the room under. the
Hbrary, adjoining the one in which was the
gonerator, The door leading to the rear of
the houso was closed, thus confining the gas
to the {ront par$ of ths house.

ITIE CONFLAGRATION,

With the upheaval of the floors great
sheets of tire swept through the doomed
building with an angry roar, bursting in
hiuge volumes from the doors and windows
and the holes and fissures in the wall caused
by the explosion. Almost in a moment the
flawmes leaped to the roof and were rapldly
making thelr way through the rear portion
of tiie bullding. In less than balf an hour the
ologant edifice was wholly enveloped in tho
flames. The mad hillows of fire surged
with tha wildest fury agulnst the biackening
wulls and rolled high into the air, telling for
miles around their fearful iale of ruin and
desolation. Huge masses of tho shattered
walls tumbled with a dull crash into the
blazing vortex. By elght o'clock the work
was completed, - Only portiong of the walls
remained standing, grim mosuments of the
destruction which had besn wrought, while
within everything combustible had been
devoured by the flames,

TIHE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUSED,

Thoe noise of the explosion was heard a
grent distance and the adjolning houses wero
fairly shoken by the concussion. The.alarm
was instuntanecus throughout the entire
neighborhood, and from every dircction peo.
plo rushed to the scone of disaster, Eforts
to check the ravages of the fire were utterly
futile, aud so rapidly did they spread through
the house that {t was even Impossible to save
lls contents, the falling walls and roaring
flames forbidding a near approach, Hence
it was that scarcely a farthing’s worth of
property was rescyed. All was lost—furni-
ture, includlog two valuable planos, cloth-
{ng, plato, and household treasures -upon
which money could fix no valye.

THE INJURED ONES,

The inmates of the house at the time of the
disaster were Mr. Hubby, his wife and
mother, his son Frank W. Hubby and wife,
Miss 13lla Hubby and three domestics, Mr.

stream, & distance of fifty feet, The terrific.

heavy ma_tquval;vhnd not taken flre to apy ex-
tent, and she was found not to have sustained
dangerous’ injuries,

Her right hand was
badly-burned, and she had received several

mast heroleally through the \rying ordeal,

victim, and by means ot overcoats the flames
were speedily smothered, Tortured with

house of Col, Doubleday. )
Physlcians were immed{ately sumnmoned,
and everything possible was done for the
relie of the suftferers.
and his daughter, those most severely ju-
jured, opiates were administeréd to allay
thelr sensibility to paln., THey took almost
immedlate effect upon Miss Hubby, and she
possed the night mueh better than was ex-
pected, Upon Ler father the soothing potion
seemed to have little effect, and he continued
to suffer intensely., Oa Sunday he wasmore
comfortable, and Lis condition was thought
to benot!dangerons. Miss Hubby, however,
was pronounced im 8 very critical state, and
great fears were entertained that death
would complete the terrible work.

TILE OTHER INMATES.
Mrs. L. M. Hubby was in her room, inthe
rear of the hall, at the time of the explosion,
and escaped withous ipjury., Her hands
were quite badly buifhed while assitting in
extinguishing the burning clothes of her
daughter, At ongtime, thinkiog her hur.
band was still in the basement, ignorsut of
his fate, e made un uttempt to rush down
into the {flmpes to his assistauce, and wus
only restrained by the strong arms of the
bystanders.  Although tortured with the
keenest angulsh for her loved onecs she de-
ported herself nobly. -
The mother of Mr. Hubby, nearly eighty
years of age, was {in o room in the chamber
toward the rear of the houss. She attempt-
ed flrst to find egress by the front stair-
way, but was driven back by the flames and
escaped by the rear, without injury, The
‘servants, one male and two females, were in
the kitchen, and were not injured.

TIIE {FIRE DEPARTMENT,
Soon after the breaking out of the firen
messenger was dispatehed to give the alnrm, |
but through some singular misunderstanding
in regard to the location or use of the alarm
boxes he came into the city and reported the
fire at ten minutes before “eight, at Xngine
bhouse No. 2; on Champlan street. The
alarm was sounded from there, box 04 being
given, at the corner of Case and Euelid
nvenues. Steamers 2 and 3 and Mszepps
hook and laddér company went out 2s soon
ae- possible, but when they arrived it was
too late to be of ady service, They extin-
guished the smouldering ruine, after which
they returned to the city.
A NARROW ESCATE.

E. J. Estep, Esq., was at Mr, Hubby's not
moro than five minutes before the disaster.
He had barely reached home when the ex-
plosion occurred, Hls own houss, forty or
fifty feet from the burnimg building nar-
rowly escaped destruction. It war only
saved with the assistance of the neighbors,
-by] means of - wet { binnkets, The side ex-
posed to the fire was badly scorched and
blistered.

3

OX SUNDAY.
During the whole of Sunday large num-
bers of people from all parts of the city vis-
ited the scenc of disaster and viewed the still
smoking ruins of the once elegant mansion,
Many friends also calied at Colonel Double-
day’s, but the injured ones were not {n a coa-
dition to see any one except the nurses and
physicions, The terrible calamity was al-
luded to by ministers of severa} of the city
churches in their discourses,
SUMMONED HOME,
Frank W. Hubpy is secretary and trea-
surer of the Powell Tool and Plustor com-
psny. Thepresident of the company, Allved
Ely, left this city for New York state on
Satnrday. Mr. Hubby being 'unfit for busi-
ness for o few days, & dispateh was sent to
Mr. Ely informiung him.of the disaster and
requesting hisreturn, if possible.
CONDOLENCE, .
Qur citizens are sincere and profuse in
their expressions of sympathy with this
deeply afilicted family, All its members
ars widely known and universally esteemed,
A feellng of sorrosw pervaded the entire city
when the nature of the disaster became
known, On Ssaturday night exsggerated
reports were io circulation, tothe eflect that
several of the famlly were killed, but this is
nothing unususl in such cases.
A LKSSON OF THF.HOUR.
This feartul calumity Wil cause the ques.
tion to be. asked by thoussnds of persous
Wwho are using the ordinary etrect gas: ““Are
we not ljable at all times to a4 similar socl-
dent? A few: wordd in explanation of - the
differanco batweén this gas or vapor rather,
which is manufactured from petroleum, and
the ordinary gns from the street will relleve
much anxiety, Petroleum gas 13 much

L. M. Hubby, who was in the basement, was
terribly burned about the fage, neck and

vot take fire, anud protected other portions of
the body. He was partly stunned by the
cxplosion, and must have heon entirely en-
voloped in flame. How he escaped seems
Iittle, lesy than n miracle, and the same may
bo snid of those who oceupied the library.
By an eftort which must huve been almost
jnvoluntary, he made his way into the hall

first firor, Al the esst side of the house, and
out Into the open alv.  ‘Fhis myst hnye beey
but the work ot a moment, as the suftering
man was found immedIately after the explo-
glon, Iylng insensible, near the hoyse
qf 1, J. Estep, B, next epst from the
burning building. He .wse taken up apg
carefully reinoved to the house af Calonal
Roubleday, Lis son-in-law,

In the jibrery were the younger My,
"Hubby apd his wife, gnd Miss Rllg Hubby,
The former was revlining ypon a sofs and
the two ladles sitting near, Mr, Hubby
statos that tho shook came with such ape
palling suddenness that he haa mnot the
least recollection of learing the -report
gf. the explesion, The first intimatlon
of the digaster waa the bursting up of the
floor, the rending of tne ewrpef, 3ngd tho
flames rolling upward«into the room. Mr,
Hubby was throwy up, he thinks, nearly to
the celllng, and Immediately foli to the floor
of the bgsement, the first floor having been
entirely carried awsy whep he capje‘down.
A mass of bricks, timbers und dsbris tel]
about him, and how he oscaped being burled
or yendered insensible by blows (rom falling

inevitably haye perished, pan ge pothipg less
than proyidentinl. He was utterly duzed by
tho shock, apd has no remembrance of the
maaner of his escape from the basoment. By
somae power almost superhuman he o
have made his way {hrough the flames inip
the hall and accomplished bis oxit at the
same place aa Jis father, and probshly but
au ingtant afterward.

The cool, fresh air revived him at onoe,
and he found himself near the door, Jike one
who awukes from s terrible dream, unable
for a moment to somprehend tha nature or
extont of the disaster, His face was black-
ened and begrimed, his halr singed, his left
nand Yadly burned, "dne or two tingers nesr-
ly arushed, and several abrasions and bruises
ypon the body, but with nodsngerous injury

ad psssed. His ear oapght the agon-
zlpg screams of the ladies who 8 moment
he.way of the hgll, Theflsoring had been-
lazing jolsts, but the flames 4roye him back,
hat this could hot have been more than.a.

hands. His clothing belng of woolen, did |

sud thence yp the stalrway leadlng to the ‘

H heavler thun air, ru}d hence will settle down
to the floer of a roomy.while street zas is
many degrees lighter than atmospherlc alr,
In case of the escape of machine. made gas,
at  Mr.  Hubby%, It filled the
whole cellar and hence  the tremen-
dous explosion when it came in contact
with the light. Ou the etber haud, if the
escape had oceured from the service pipe of
streot gas, it being so much lighter than air,
it would have rlsen up trom {hecellar through
oyery creyice and permeated the whole up-
i per part of the hpyse, and thys glven timely
; warniug to the inmates; Hvery older meni-
. ber of u family should pe familiar with the
fuct that attached to every meter is a key op
stop cock, whicl, by o turn of the hund,
Wil {natantly cut ofl the flow of gas into the
hauae, In case of an aceldent ta the chende-
liers or fixtures. This sliould, be so arrangeg
and understood by the inmates of 3 housg
that it can at once be turned off. in the dark-|
by any one.

|
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* At Mra. Shaw's flilljoery Rooms
thoy have n few more of thosp etylish hatsj nlso
now style winter bonnets.

Again In the Field—Perloy, the well-
kuoown optician who from a uelghboring door to
us moved up to No, 11 Paobilc Lquare, last spring,
3 in full t1im for the holldays, having epera-
{lugses, gjjectagles, mylcroacopes, ster y
mathematicn instzamsonts,-&o., enough for hajf
ihs Btate. His present alock is probably the
largest and floest of It kind ovér opened in
Clgyelang, and thoee wanting a good glaes or

i
t

shoujd glve Perley a ga) ‘

sypiz pitifuf, is wondrous pitfu)!
that g0 many people will use badly constructed
and {1l-looklog stoves, that burn oceans of coal
and have to bo rekindled each morning, when so | f)

t!

and heating power are boyond all pralse. Dhey,
too, it keeps fire from Octobor tlfl May wiihont
gyver gnln;_; out.

The Daty ol eyery father to his famjiy
demands that he ehall seex to remove from thely
migsy the constant poaslbllity of & torrible acei:

chesper article, more clear and brililant in ite | :
light, withopt smell or gas, and perfecily safe ¢
{rom explosion It sel)s at varions piacesthrough.

st gorth sije Public Bquare, ia Crittenden's bulig. h
lng. [

Ppellowa.—If youaras blacksmith you should

wWater tuyere, which {8 tho most compact, eco-
nomical, chesp and time ‘and labor si¥ing-applf.
ance'addod to the blackamith'a facllities for thp
}sst hupdred years. Yoa will find it &t No.9
Winter street. -

up for the holiday and party season will be attend-

your orders at Downip's. .

found the whole front of the house a mass.

f flnmes, He arrived in time to'see his

that time doubtless lay next the floor- wife taken froinid Vindow.on the west side
| like a latent monster, necding only the | of the library by:Mr. Estep. Her halr was kg’.’,
louch of the light to cause ft to burst forth ! in a blaze, but: her ¢lothing, which was of ¢

painful bruises, but none of such a nature as | 2OF
‘to excite ‘apprehension. - She bore :hersell
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But saddest of all was the terrible fatgof | X
Miss Ella Hubby who was so shock- ;”'f
ingly burned that it is feared she can- | oo
not survive,  Immediately after the res- |,
coe of Mrs., Frank W. Hubby, the
unfortunate girl, frenzied with terror and
pain, leaped from the window, with her
clothing all on fire from head to foot. She | (

was received {n the arms of Mr, Kelley Bol- | bes

—_—— the elder Mr, Hubby - went Dbelow |ton, who had at that ‘moment arrived and (
N7 wilh a lighted candle, to make amother ex.|rushed to the rescue. . Several gentlemem [ .
NONE OF ITS CONTENTS SAVED amination, not having & thought of the dan- | [mmediately gathered around the agonized gtz

]

excruclating pain, she was carried to the |Bes
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.alter the fact that Bomerville, with the original ) no. tre
‘and 'never surpassed Howe Hewing Mschine, is° Produ

2ys,
ltoge

silll at thie 0ld place with s QL line o machines yjoder

Holiday Presents; it ~being conceded on all
ds that the Howe, though the. oldest of ma.
unmuw bynone, " )
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