OAXSAITH, APPLETGN, #2193 4e
Vol, 1 - Appleton Caksmith Diary, June 16-October 13, 1855,

The diary begins with an introduction of 20 pages in the form of a
narrative intended to bring the members of Oaksmith's family up to date om
his business venture, described in some datall, and to exonerate himself in
their opinions. From June 16 until August 22 thers are regular daily entries.
Thsere i3 one brief entry for September with a page cut out, and three entries
for October, terminating on October 18,

This Introductory narrative concerns the selzure of Oakszith's merchant
vessel the "iugnolla®™ by a Revenue Cutter ocutside of Mobile Bay, The charge
was violation of the neutrality act. The cargo, which coneisted of guns,
ammmtion and stores, was seized by the U. S, Government., The ship was des-
cribed as carrying thess gocds to Venazusla, but later its destinatiomn 1s
mentioned as Cuba, and it is impossible to tell which was really meant.

Caksmith also describes his efforts to save another of his vessels, the
"Amelia," from capture. This ship carried a similar cargo to a similar destinatiom.

Caksmith traveled from Savannah, where he had besn conducting business, te
dobile to confer with the district attorney and port officilals, The Government
decided to prosscute Oaksmith, who hired an attornsy, a Mr., Bailey formerly
of South Carolina, to defend his interests, The trial opened on July 16 in
M4obils, and Oaksmith kept a daily record of proceedings, Om July 19., the
day before the verdict was to be handed down, Caksmith, with hia brother Sidney
and other unnamed men, hired a vessel and went to sea to intercept the "Amelia®
and give instructions to her captain, They remained at sea searching for her
until August 8 on which date they sncountersd and boarded the "imelia,.® After
transacting his business with the captain, Oaksmith returmed to the port of
oblle and learned there that the case of the "Magnolia® had been decided in his
favor, but that the Government had appealad,

Later entries indicate that the government seized the cargo in spite of
the verdict, with no explsnation given, and further developments are not noted,
Oaksmith returned again to Mobils after a trip to Washingtom, and on October
15 noted in his diary that his friends there wers eurprised to learn of his
marriages,
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Kry West, Junc 21, 1855.—The U. S. sloop of war
Falmouth, Capt. Shaw, is daily expected at thig port
from Pensacola.
She procured & Key Wert pilot trom the steamer 8t f

those of Com. McCauley’s flect that have not left the

squadron are &t present cruising in the Gulf, lookin
out for the fillibuster bark Amelia
ton, L. Mitchel, left this harbor op the
under scaled orders ; it is conjectured, bowever, that
slic has gove to St. Apdrow’s "
The sloop-of-warOyane, Com. Wilson, lefl on the 16th,
bound for the west coest of Florida.
nolia and Amelia bave been at anchor nesr the old &ty
4| of 8t Joseph for somelime pe e
taken by the Mobiic revenue catter, but the

Amelia enca) ’ 2 & y
It will be recollected that the Magnolia clesred ladt
February from the city ¢f New York for St Mary,

& Lo ot Do o

A v Crbfacls

Bbe was to have sailed on the 18th.,

There i now no mav-of-war in the barbor; |

The Meamer Ful- |
11tb, rafling ~

2v, near Pensacoln,—

The barks Map-

pest. The former was re-

some tnaccounteble means got dowp as

far 85 Loo Key, and ran a<hore and fell into the hands
of the wreckers of the Floridu Reef. She wag ol off
:5 tbem, and oh the payment of 5500, xbe was allow-

fakes off, and 80 ‘the natorelof tho cal wan Dt
kpown gencrally. Her papets were not ﬁm,
wad fined by the Colleotor of this port for tbm fntor.
mality, and then sllowed to'procecd on her vOyRgy;
und sle clerred hence for Nobile. We reporfed her ht
the fime as & suspicicus vessel, but no notice was taken
ol ouraccusrtions. ‘
The ship Elleu Hood yet remains in port. She is
now loading and will be ready for ses in a week. The
Admiraity Couart have givon the salvors £20,500 for
{beir services—tbe Jargest sum paid by the Court for
more than s year, i
The schooner Bes Dragon, Goodspeed, arrived an
the 18tb, from Port Arenas, Charlotte's Iarbor. She
is loading with ealt for New Orlesns. The stearcer 81,
lawrence, Monroe, arrived on the 17th trom New Or.
~leans, aud sailed the following day for New York, via
Havuna —[Cor. N, O. Delta. - |

to prooecd.  We believe that ber batches were pot | |
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