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Vol. 1 - Appleton Oaksmith Diary, June Ib-October 18, 1855. 

The diary begins with an introduction ot 20 pages in the torm ot a 
narrative intended to bring the me~ber8 of Oaksm1th's family up to dat. on 
his business venture, described in S0m8 detail, and to exonerate himself in 
their op1nions. From Ju."1e 16 until Augt.:3t 22 there are regul'lr daHl entries. 
Thsre is or-e brier entry tor Sept~mber with a page cut out, and three entries 
tor October, terminating on October 18. \ 

This introductory narrative concerns the seizure ot Oaks~th '9 merchant 
) 
I 

vessel Ue "iiJgnolia" by a Revenue Cutter outside ot Mobile Bat. The charge l 
\ORB violation at the neutrality act. The cargo, which coneiated of guns, (
a.nmnmtion and stores, was seized by' the U. S. Government. The ship vas des
cribed as carrying these gocds to Venezuela, but later its destination is 
mentioned as Cuba, and it is impossible to tell which was reaily meant. \ 

! 
ICaksmith also describes his et(arts to save !lllother or his vesselS, the 

"Amelia," from capture. This ship carried a simllar cargo to a sWlar destination. I 

\ 
I 

\ 

Oak~mith traveled from Savannah, where he had been conducting business, to 
:ioblle to conter with the district attorney and port orNoials. The Government 
decided to prosecute Oaksmith, who hired an attorney, a }ir. BaHey (ormerly 
ot South Carolina, to defend. his interests. The trial opened on JulY' 1& in 
Mobile, and Osks:n1th kept a daily record of proceedings. On Ju.ly 19 ~ , the 
day b~tore the verdict was to be handed down, Oa~rni th, 'Jith his brother Sldne;r 
and other unn.a.med ,men, hired a vessel and went to Sea to intercept the "Amelia" 
and give instructions to her captain. They remained at sea searching tor her 
untU Augtl3t 8 on ....hich date they encount~red and b<:1arded the "Amalia.· mer 
transacting his business .... i th the captain, Oaksmith returned to the port or 
I10bHe and learned there that the case or the "~Bnolla· had been decided 1D his 
favor, but that the GoTernment had appealed. 

Later entries indicate that the government seized the cargo in spite ot 
the verdict, with no explanation given, and further developments are not noted. 
03ksmi th returned again to Mobile after a trip to Washln&too, and on October 
15 Hoted in his diary that his friendS there ....ere surprised to learn ot his 
marriage •• 
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Kn WEST, JUDO 21, lS5.;.-The 1:'. S. 11001' of",u 
n Falmoulh. o..r,L Sha .... u daily uj>8ct.-d at this I,orl 

frow ' l'en.."oa. ~be """ 10 hue lailed 001be13th. 
! I SI,e procured a ReJ' WCJlI pilol from Ih. ~1C4mer 81. 
t- lA...",nce. Tbv-e I~ nOl. DO Itl&C-oj:.war ill tbe barbor ' 
J thOte of Com. Jdcc..uley'8 tI~t Ibat 'hue 'not lell th~ 
'" "luadron arc ~I f'l'H-enl cruisinl1 in the Gulf, looking 

oul for ,the filhbu51er bork Amelia. Tbe IlloArner Y ul. 
I Ion. L1.. .lil<:b~I, left tbiJ; harbor on lb. 11tb '~ing 

llndpr llealed orQPTII; it is cnDjoclured, bo"el~er lb.t 

\ 	 ' - f - ----- .-- - ,.- 

-"\ 
ai,e hu /r0ne 10 ~t. A.cdrmr'. B....: near Pensa~ra. "':'" 

The 51ool'-or·"u-,<Oyane, Com. "!I",n,lefl on the t'61b, \ 

bouDd Jar the ,relll ~I of Flond.. Tbe bub )la~ " -..;
\' 
Dolla'.tld Amelia b8~e been d ahcbMnear the old ClLY J 
of 8t. Joseph .for IOmelime IlMl .The (ormor ..-ali ,.e. • .. -> 

• I cenlly 1"l.:ell b~ Ihe Mobi;" f'eveQoe cOlLer. - fiof Ihe 
Amelia eRCt\pecl . • • ' •• ,.. • 

II ..-ill be recolleclNt Ih.1 tho >J.~"lio CI.I!;Cd lUt J'I \ 
February from the clly "r N~Q' York lor St. Marr, ' 

. , G&., but by BOme t:naccounILble mel.ns 1(01 dOQ·n ... " 
far u Loo Key, ..nd "'n a,loOre .Dd fell in~-tb.hand. 

of the ..-reekors or Ihe Fiol id. }let,r. Sbe" kOL vir . \ 

br 'tbcm, alld 011 lb. Jl&rment or f,.S;'OO, .be .... . 1I01T. , 

cd to proceed. . I\"c bche~e thai ber baILh.... IC'el'eert 1 	 " -taken 	 orr, and 10 jIbe 'nalore l or th~ e&1"gO ....~ I!tt 
kllO'lrn ~eoe"'lIy:' Her ptlJ>e11 ..ere bot rirb'.a:pa,~ . 

. _ ~ fiDed by the Ct>IIHllor of ,tbi. porI 'or 1,:!\,filnr. ( 
~ malit)". aDd then '&II""'"eI In ~1'OCe«t nn her'~nr"": . 

, .. ..	 . 'aDd 8he clC'f'.red henu for )Jotule. ,Yo r~pvr/od ber lot 

~. the limo .. a lIIl'I'iclOIa .t:lllel, but no DOUCI> 1f&! l&teD 


" 
'to 0'- our.a«WU',liooa. Jlc Tbt Ihip EIICll BooJ Jt! ,rcmalDII in port. She 11 


now IOAdio/! and will be r.,..jy (vr _ iD • "eek. Tbc 

1- Admiralt.r Court hne .nfOll Ibe l&I~o", '20,m for 


. ~ :e IbL'ir IMITTICOS-tbe .I..r~«rt aUlD Pl'id by the Court for 

"- more Ulan a )"-..r. ' 	 • IIt.. 

\ • T~t IIChoouer Sea D~D, Goodspeed arrh·or.! C)D 

Ibe 13tb, from PorI Arenu, Cb..rlo\.!e'. Iiarbor. S,c 
" ~.. load iog wiU, all for !\eor Orla&o.~. Tbeelearcer!-lt. t 
'b La"-""DCC, Monroe, arri.td on Ibo 17th from Ne" Or- r 

I 1l'1&li', and ailod tht folloll'iDf 11&, for Ne.. r ork, 'f (
en HllflUlL-lCor. N. O. Delln. ' i 
0\0 ._ ', t:._ "'i .• 

t)%. ~ 7{~ ~~~0 ~ ~ as 
£~'-~/~ ~/ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ 
'j1;i?1 	 • . L " ~~ ~ , «~- ~~ ('h-1-~ ri 
.P:~p.e. ~, t- . ~ ~ ~ 'H-,_ 

~/) ~ il ~ £ #- ~~ 
J ~ cd.. 0 Uf;:; hi;?.:(J ~ &r. 
~). L ."(; 7 t- -fA. L r S

j.jP-	 ~~~~~f~J 0k .~ ) -i-' ."~ ~. <"",»co. ~ 
t;;- 7 ~ « ~~-:ro.iLJ-.. ~ - ~ ~~~~ 
ht d ~ f ~ ~~~ ~ 4 ~~-

~~~..J:- I;t.~ /"1-« ~ ~." ;~£k ~~- ~ ~ ~-- a-o 
\-tk. 9~~, ~ ~ L ; L~~: .w- -IIc;; ~~--o ,o./~(~ ~~ 

\ . ;1 /J iJ.__ Lj_
'-4 ~) t:;;-\ p? .'''v p - ,, 

~~~<7J~~/, rr~~~~ '~J;1~ 
~ /. ~y~ ~ _ /h-#<~~, e.-Jl? II//.d ,( n!./ ~ -". fZ ,,:; /

Hr JWlrT~! .. ~~ .. ~ ~-~-

~4 .y<--; oil ~/~? -t;.-. 

-, eft ~ ~_ ~ ~~ ~-;/~ ~
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.sItrwJ2~.£r __ .-at. ~~~ ~~ 
~I ~ ' .~ ~ ~- tUL:L0 -- «::. 
~ 7i <- ;; 4.-c- "7"":'/0) >4. _&-. ~ .t:.; 
~ t.J4r -6f a;~ ~ 4 L ~ 
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