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August 12, 1958

Honorable Arthur Wyatt

Customs Agency Treasury Department
Federsal Bullding

Miami, Florida

Dear Mr., Wyatt:

Enclossed you will find coples of ocur case
#27137-A in which we made several sorties into the
undevaIdPed areas of Dade County in an effort to
locate a cache of contraband weapons and explosives,

We have been unsuccessful in locating this
material which is reported to be stored for the use
of Cuban revolutionists.

W. D, McKee, Supervisor for the Intelligence
Squad of the Sheriff's Department requested that I
forward you a copy of these reports.

Please feel free to call on us at any time
that we can bs of service to you in this or any
other matter of mutual interest,

Very trz%igzzfr-.

Roy Longbottom
Intelligence Agent
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#27137-A

DATE: August 8, 1958
TO: Thomas J. Kelly, Metropolitan Sheriff
FROM: W, D, McKee, Criminal Intelligence

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ILLEGAL STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES
(SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT)

On August 8, 1958 this office received a
telephone call from Lt. Col. Leppig, U.8.M.C. that a
helicopter would be at our disposal and to be at
Base Operations for a 11:00 hour take-off,

Acting supervisor, Roy Longbottom instructed
this agent to proceed to, and pick up Detective Sgt.
C. Sapp, at the Miaml Police Department. This request
was complled with, and both Detective Sgt. Sapp and this
agent proceeded to U,S. Naval Alr Station, Opa Locka,
Florida,

At the Provost Marshall's Office, Lt. Col.
Leppig informed us that Captain E, W. Traut, U.S,M.C.,
the pllot, would be walting at Base Operations,

For approximately one and one-half hours, an
aerial reconnalssance was made of the area of the Twenty-
mile bend, Route 27, with negative results. However,
photographs were taken by Detective Sgt. Sapp for
future reference, coples to be sent to this office.

Due to the inclement weather and scattered
thunder storms, dirt rosds in the area would be
impossible for any vehicles except a swamp buggy.

Recommend that this case be closed,

Respectfully submitted,

W. D, McKee
Criminal Intelligence
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R, H, Minervini
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#27137-A

DATE: August 8, 1958
TO: Thomas J, Kelly, Metropolitan Sheriff
FROM: W, D, McKee, Criminal Intelligence

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ILLEGAL STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES
(ADDITIONAL INFQRMATION)

On July %, 1958, with reference to the report
dated July 18, 1958 by Intelligence Agent Roy Longbottom,
the writer and Sgt. Charles Sapp of the Miaml Police
Department Intelligence Unit, drove a car to the locality
mentioned in the previous report,

After following a levee located about 500 yards
South of the Twenty Mile Bend, the Agents drove East for
one mile and came upon a lean-to that appeared to have
been used as a comouflaged storage for war surplus
material and, possibly explosives,

Found on the scene were: spent cartridges of
dlstress signals, and other pieces of equipment such as
shark repellent and sea dye markers.

There were no signs of camp fire in the vicinity
and from the method used in erecting the shelter it is
svident that persons with jungle experience were involved,
possibly Cubans or Dominicans.

Due to the perfect camouflaging, such storage
places would be almost impossible to detect from the air,
and only one look out would be sufficient to guard the
entrance to the levee, and thus alert the rest of the
party in case of approaching strangers.

The recent findings give reason to believe the
area was, and is used by revolutionaries for storage of
arms, ammunition and other equipment and is therefore
recommended that an extensive sesesarch be made. The use
of a jeep would be most suited for such operations,

Respectfully submitted,

U

W. D, McKee,
Criminal Intelligence

ER-L T araAtveln
Al Tarabochis
Intelligence Agent
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# 771374

DATE: July 18, 1958

TO: Thomas J. Kelly, Metropolitan Sheriff
VIA: W. D, McKee, Criminal Intelligence (¥
FROM: Roy Longbottom, Intelligence Agent

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ILLEGAL STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES

During the investigation of the dynamite
explosions threatening the transmission towers of
redio station W,G.B.S,, & helicopter was obtained to
spot the area.

While in the air, Assistant Chief Harris
observed a hammock in the Glades which appeared to
contain stacked wooden crates, A previous investiga-
tion had given credence to the assumption that a
hammock in the Everglades was being used by Cuban
Ro:olgtionista to store dynamite and other contraband
material,

Subsequently, Assistant Chief Harris and the
writer drove a squad car to the vicinity of Twenty~-
mile bend on route 27 in Dade County. We checked out
seversl side roads leading into the Glades, however,
the standing water was so deep it was considered
inadvisable to use this type vehicle to continue the
search,

On Wednesday, July 16, 1958 the writer and
Intelligence Agent Kappel secured the services of a
Navy helicopter and pilots in order to continue
search for this contraband.

Lelutenants! James Spillis and John
Ingraham flew us over the area described by Assistant
Chief Harris, We located a hammock similar to the
one described by Mr, Harris and found 1t to be a
landing for air boats, Pleces of wooden crates are
1atd in the mud to facilitate stepping from the alr boat
to dry ground. This would appear from the air as belng
stacked crates, A closer observation revealed this not
to be true »

The Navy pilots secured for us a local ares
aerial map., They marked the locatlion of this hammock
on the map for us, An examination of the map reveals
that the hammock i question is located West of Dania
which is North of our jurisdictional limits and is in
Broward County. Therefore, it 1s requested that a
copy of this report be forwarded to the Honorable
J. A, Lloyd, Sheriff of Broward County.
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(2) A 22137#

The mep mentioned is included as part of this
report. All loglcal investigation has been made,
Complaint has been unfounded. There are no leads out-
standing. This case should be considered closed,

Ro@et fu submitted,
Roy /Longhottom

Intelligence Agent



