
ASSOCIATION OF VETERANS OF THE 
BAY OF PIGS, BRIGADA 2506, a 
F l o r i d a  non-prof i t  co rpora t ion ,  
e t  a l . ,  

P l a i n t i f f s ,  

MANUEL ESPINOSA, e t  a l . ,  

Defendants, ! 

6, 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE I ~ T H  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT I N  AND FOR DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICT 
CASE NO. 79-9919 

ORDER GRANTING 
MOTION TO DISMISS 

C 3  
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THIS CAUSE coming t o  be  heard  upon t h e  Defendant8s,Manuel 

~ s p i n o s a ,  Motion t o  D i s m i s s ,  and t h e  Court,having heard  argument of 

counsel ,  received memoranda of law, done f u r t h e r  research,  and being 

otherwise  f u l l y  advised i n  t h e  premises, it appears t h a t :  
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A corpora t ion  has  no r i g h t  of a c t i o n  i n  l i b &  o r  s landep 
f o r  a p u b l i c a t i o n  imputing t o  it t h e  commission of a ." 

personal  crime, t o  w i t ,  murder, a s s a u l t ,  o r  sdnlt&ry'.  
59 Am. J u r .  2d. L ibe l  & Slander,  5315. 

L i b e l s  a g a i n s t  a co rpora t ion  a r e  confined t o  a t t a c k s  " 

which i n j u r e  t h e  proper ty ,  c r e d i t  o r  business  of t h e  
corpora t ion .  Diplomatic E l e c t r i c ,  I n c .  v. Westinqhouse 
Supply, 378 F. 2d 377 ( 5 t h  C i r .  1967).  

Although ind iv idud l  members of a group have a cause of 
a c t i o n  f o r  a defamatory imputation concerning t h e  gmup  
m l y  i f  t h e  group is  s o  small  t h a t  t h e  imputation is 
r e a s o d b l y  understood t o  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  member, 
Restatement of T o r t s  5564 R, when t h e  group is l a r g e ,  
t h e  defamatory mat ter  must p o i n t t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a i n t i f f  
a s  t h e  person involved. Macauley v. Bryan, 339 I?. 2d 
377 (Nev. 1959).  

Therefore ,  i n d i v i d u a l  members of t h e  corpora t ion  o r  groups 
have no cause .of  a c t i o n  based on imputations about t h e  
corpora t ions  o r  groups genera l ly .  
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Accordingly, it is hereby 

Ordered and Adjudged 

That s a i d  Motion t o  D i s m i s s  be and t h e  same is hereby granted,  

a n d ' t h a t  t h i s  complaint  is dismissed wi th  pre judice .  

DONE AND ORDERED i n  chambers, a t  Miami, Dade County, F lo r ida ,  

t h i s  19 th  day of September, 1979. -L-G k W  
c i r c u i t  Judge - 
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