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The Honorabls ) o
The Secretary of State, ‘ dx%?
Washington, RS :

Sipe

I have the honor to refer to the Embassy's tal&gr&m
Ho. 795 of December 10, 1948 and to report that the
Cuban National Police, %hieh numbers approximately 7, 000
men and which 18 the most important police orgaaizaticn
in Cuba, hasg undergone a thorough shske-up in officer
personnel, It 1s reported that numerous pollce offlcelrs
have been retired from active duty or summarily dismissed .
from service and that many new appointments and promotions hg
have been approved. This move within the National Police © —
did not cnme as a complete surprise since 1t has been Yy
expected for some time that far-rsaching changes in per-
sonnel would be carried out as & matter of course follow-
ing the inauguratiaﬁ of Presidsnt Prio on Cetober 10, 1948
and the appointment a day later of TJosé M, CARAMES as Chief
of ths National Polics.

Under suthority of Decree No.,100 of December 6, 1948 ;
National Police Chief José M. Carames was promoted fram .
‘the rank of Lieutenant Colonel to that of Colonel. .In

addition to his title as Chief of Police, he was also %

is" described as beilng = “good police officer cn a pre-

cinct level™, but there is considerabls doubt in some

quarters regarding his ability to fill adequately his

new positlons, The extent to which this opinion is

ghared gilves rise to the possibility that he may be re= !
placed as Chief of Police iIn the not too distant future, F
Aside from the promotion of Colonel Carames, some signi-
flcance may be attached to the two following developmenbs:
"Fablo RUIZ Rojes, former Chlef of Police who was involved
in the intrawpolica killings of Septembar 15, 1947 in
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Marlanso and who has since besn residing in ;
reported to have been dismissed from the polies
while Luis M, VARONA, brother of the Prime Minl
the Prio Cabinet, has been promoted to the rank of
Major and assigned to take charge of the Burean
vestigation. Other appolntments, promoticns anﬁ rat
ments affecting personnel of the offlcer corps weTe:
suthorized by presidentisl decrees publiahed in thn
Gavets Oficial dated December 6 1948,

Although the Cuban National Police is respaﬁsible
under the law to the President of the Hspublic threugh
the Kinlster of Defense, it Is not a part of the Cubai -
Army. Its fuonotion is to pregerve law aund order. tlhrough-
out the Island and at this time Chief of Police Carames
is understood to taks his ordsrs direct from Presidesnt
Prio. " : ’ L

The directlion and operation of the National Police
in Cuba have always besn greatly influenced by the per=- .
sonalities of 1ts leaders. For this reason, the recent
changes in officer persgonnel of this police organization
are viewed werely as an example of the opportunity cusge:
%amarily afforded new police chiefs of exercising a free
hand in their departments and are not considered indicative
of improved effieiency or the adoption of higher ethical
-standards,

Respectfully yours,

For wa%”a'gfges anipw oo
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