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1. Preparations for Elections

SHTTA TR

#oosition Grouping

During the past week Antonioc "Tony" VARONA, representing the
unregistered faction of the Cuban Zﬁvglutionary Par%g 5Amwenticc)
and José Ramon ANDREU, formerly of that party but now claiming te
represent the Democratlc Party, issued a manifesto calling for the
formation of a United Opposition Front. On July 28, several other

- - ~oppusition groups joined the front. These 1ncludad‘thé*#ﬁegisteraé”
Autentico group of Dr. Ramon GRAU, the "Registered" factien of the:
Party of the Cuban People (Ortodoxo) led by Emilio ("Millo") OCHOA,
e Nationalist Revolutionary Party of Josz PARDO LLADA, and the
,//@ group which calls itself the Revelatlenary Democratic Par%y, led
o . by Raul LORENZO., The objectives of the Front are not entirely
ear but it appears that they intend to press for resignation of™
Suprema Court as provisional chief of state to hold @E@Qtiasa-
swithin 90 days in accordance with certain provisions of the
pnation of)Constitution; and failing this, the Front hopes to unite behind
the a prominent nan-politleal figure and defeat the Government in the
elections scheduled for June, 1958. The present members hope to
= obtain further adherents. {UNCLASSIFIED)
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i Comment: This is the most unity the cpposition has shown for
% many months, and may presage serious competition for the Govern-
P ment in th'e proposed elections. One provision of the agreement = I
7% is that the leaders of the various groups cannot them&elves be . g%

candidates for the presidency. Among possible candidates mention--
ed so far are Jos& ("Pepin") BOSCH, Goar MESTRE, and Dr. Clemente
INCLAN, Rector of Habana Unlver51ty. All meet the requirement for
non—ﬁolltlcal figures successful in their own fields. The attempt
to force the Government to resign is unrealistic, unless the
proponents of the United Front plan have reason to feel that
important elements of the armed forces might defect, JIhere are no.
L___ definite indications of any such development at presen _The
United Front, whose members publiecly advocate the eleeﬁ%ri{ rather
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to be a serlous attempt %o develop a unified attack by the ' ‘
eppeeition. What suecess 1% can expect is problemeticel. . Varens
is a spokesman and falfRful follower of Carlos PRIO, somewhat |

- diseredited with the Subah psople. Andreu rep a&aata little uore

.than gim;elf and his wifé, and Lorenszo is in ittle better position,
Hewever, both Greu and Qéﬂﬁa agﬁwaad~fa%rly &aab?@ fsllﬁqﬁnga.
(GQE&EEE%TEKLQ : f~_ o m =
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Ambas&adar SanH'hexu his first press conference on uuly 25.

It was well -attended by representatives of both the local press
and the international services. The three principal points ccvergd
were: (1) The United States adheres %@rictlv to a policy of non
intervention in internal affairs.in all countries, including Subaﬁ
(2) The Ambassador expected to meet with representatives of all
political opinion, ineluding the opposition, for the purpose of .
learning their views, but only when appr roached through normal
channels, and not clandestinely., and (3) a careful outline of the
background of military aid to the Cuban Government, with emphasis

on the aspects of hemispheric protection, defense agalnst the
Commﬁnlst threat, and military missions approved by the Inter=-
American Defense Board. (UNCLASSIFIED)

Comment: The conference received full coverage in the local
press, including favorable editorial comment in leading papers.
There was some published eriticism en the behavior of representa-.

- tives of the international services, who asked and insisted on
questions’ involving the local political scene which some: considergd
improper. The Ambassador's objective, to sstablish clearly and P
publicly that he and the United States maintain cordial relatlon&
with the present Cuban Covernment, but are openly neutral in 4.
.Cuban internal affairs, appears 0 have been achieved., (UNCLASSIFE%@)

3. Insurrectionary Activities / 1‘

|3
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Both the Government and opposition circles exyected disturb- 3§;
ances and possible violence on the 268h of July, anniversary of & S
the movement headed by Fidel CASTRO, As the date approached, the: =
Government took more than usual security precautlans,ilneluding - -
maintaining some armed forces personnel at duty stations. The -

day was marked in Habana only by four small demonstrations of

groups of women, promptly and efficieéently broken up by the police,
Traffic was unusually light in the evening, but by the faliawzng

day the city was completely normal., However, in a great n
of cities and towns elsewhere in the country there were nuls’?
bombings, fires started by molotov cocktails and otherwis

flash strikes, interruptions of electric service, and demo a- %
tions, Thd% n;ght a croup of Castrols armed forces . g’§§gh afth 3
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and bﬁg"mﬁ s fow minor buildings, The ammy squad on-guapd avoided a fight, and’
the Castre group soon witl drey tc the hills,. {mmmn).

!

B3 or armad
because of tﬁc re aﬁimﬁg of the Goversn S ; _ger] 2
done by the various actiens, but tha;y clearly @Wﬁm once again exist~
_ence of a \adnm(st@c of tensiomn and w The Embassy understands. that.
several of the short strikes were staged im response to pressure from the ‘

. Castre movement, and did not entirely. mpg'uent the frse decision of the workers

: mz.m. (SI"FICIAL USE ONLY}  ~—

4. BRural Schools Burmé
During the past few weeks a mumber of rural schoels have been burned, The
- Government blames oppositden terrorists, and the oppesitien implies %;h% the

Government itself, or more irresponsible elements connected with it such as
Senator Rolande Tv%ﬁaéﬁ&@ﬁ&'s followers, are rcsponsible, The Minister of Educa-
tien and former Prime liinister, Dr. Jorge GARCIA MONTES, has made two impassioned
public pleas to all concerned to stop suech acts, which he correctly labels as
‘contrary to the country’s interests. At latest count, admittedly imcomplete, 57
schools had been burned = mostly small one or ttn-r@@m buildings, (K&IGLASSIFE*E}

Somunent s Reasen for the bnmmgs is not clear, This is vacatien peried,
‘and the empty and unguarded scheels offer an easy target for terrerists and
their émmctim serves to emphasize the inability of the ﬁemmt to maine
tain order. But it is a.tactic which appears reasonably certain te %@%@erang
eventually., (OFFICIAL USE ONLY)

5e

Arrests within the Army

Over the past weekend a number eof Army persennel statiened at La Cabafia
fortress at Habana have been quietly arrested and held. It appears that the
groups consists principally of privstes and sergeants, numbering ever 10 but
_ prebably net mere tham 30. The Army is trying te keep the affair cempletely quiet.
( CONFIDENTIAL) ‘

Gomm The greup was presumably eeaspir:mg against the present rcgim .
However, er, the affair does net appear te have alarmed the Gevernment, The iﬁlitarsf
Attaché saw the commanding general of the fortress, General DIAZ Tamaye, whem -
he knews well, en July 29, and reperts that the Gemeral appst.md completely re- -
f laxed and uncencerned, and urged him te visit the for S _S6onN. i@fmm .

6. Proteetionism

uPretectionism® in Cuba reeexved further metus this past week when the
‘ Gevernment, urged em by special interests, by-passed its own Bspmmt of

. . y State
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i ﬁm,‘% powerful sugar. ;mm and: (1) dissued a deeres, the senditions ef :

| which will serisusly curtadl, if net eliminate entirely, the impertatien ef baby |
chiciks; (2) granted a teniadive 3(},%%@ wheat alletment to the still um- :
finished fleur mill “lelipera)Uriental” &t Santiage de Cuba, previded the mill
is in eperatien by Jamuiry :msa - _{UNCLASSIFIED)

,oE N

- Te - Wa.weu exmentary last week TR ds%%d te the fellewing inter-

mﬁi@m aub;;eat@ a8 one -of which received predeminsnt attentien: - (1) Tumisia — —
begeming & Republicy (2) Franee and Algeria; (3) RAF assistance te the Sultan
of Oman; (4)> the Argentine electiens and (5) the assassinatien ef Castille
Armas, wmid&rahly mere press reactien iz expeeted en the last subjseb during
this week, but all cemmentaters deplered the sheeting of the Cuatemalan

- President and mest praised his recerd,. psrt:ieula?l;y his eusting ef the pre-
Cezmunist regime of Arbenz,. While net recelving predeminent attentien, the
aet of Tuniela beeeming a Republic did result in mere Cuban press ecmmentary
than the ether themes. The susting ef the Bey and the taking ever of formal e
pswer by President Burguiba witheul any bleedshed secemed te have impressed the i
Cuban press. Pueble said the tramsitien frem a menarchy 16 a republic witheud
shedding a drep P of bleed was semething erigimel and umusual in this part ef the
werld, This paper ealled the event a "demecratic evelutien® whieh speaks wsll
fer the pregress ef Nerth Afriea, Beth Exeelsier and Informacier dealt im r
seme detail with the histery ef Tunisia, which enly three years age was a pre-
' teeterate of France, and shewed hew the Bey had besen used by Franee te per- .
petuate her eentrel ever Tunisia. Infermacien advanced the theery that the .
.Algerisn issue was the real cause eof the fall ef the Bey as a.result ef his
eppesitien to assistanée to the Algeria Arabs in their struggle against Franesz,
Diarie de la Marina discuissed the new republic in cenjunctien with the whele
guestien of Nerth Afriea, warmly praised President Burghiba and predietsd that
-all Arabic Nerth Afriea mnld “seon be 2 united free ceuntry.

. LABOR X |

&, Béeguer Ferming (;pmsii;ien Laber Greup

' Cenrade Béequer Diaz, Representative ef Las Villas Previnee and premiment
sugar werkers' leader in that previnee, anneunced em July 30 that he is fermimng
an eppesitien laber greup te be called USO (Unien Sindieal Opesicienista). The
stated purpeses ef USO will be te cembat the Mfalse pelicy ef pelities ef the
CIC" and te achieve in the laber mevement the same type of umity ameng CTC .
eppesitisniets that Manuel Varena and Jese An#ivreu have reached in the pelitical
arena, Beequer is plaaming te release seen a 12~peimt . mﬁ’esto. (UKQL&SSIFIEE)

Comment: Beequer is generally regerded as a demegegue in beth pelitical
and laber circles. The Embassy understands that he is new trying te get all the
well-knewn CTC eppenents such as Angel Cefine, Calixte Fernandez, Maree :
Hirigeyen, Pascasie Lineras, Cesar Lancis, Viecente Rubiera, Redrige Leminchar . |
Jaime Lepez, and Pable Balbuena te jJein USO. Previeus efferts te form an :




¥

. Centributers: Pelitieal: JLTepping . N
’ Preteetienisms- CEDavis '
Psychelegical: RSBryen ,
Laber: JFCerrell - .
Distributiena by Embassy: AmEmbassies, Pert-su-Prince, Ciudasd %ﬁgﬂl@
) AmCensulate, Santisge de Cuba
e (7); aa (2); W (5)
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On page one, paragraph 1 of Joint WEEKA No, 31 the sentence beginning "The

objectives of the Front,..." should read.as follows: "The objectives of the
Front are not entirely clear but it appears that they intend to press for

) r@81gﬂatlon of the(Government and deslgnatlan of the ranking justice of the
Supreme Court as provisional chief of state to hold elections within 90 days
in accordance with certain provisions of the Constitution; and falling this,
the Front hopes to unite behind a prominent non-political figure and defeat
the Government in the elections scheduled for June, 1958.,"
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