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(UNCLASSIFIED) PRIO AND ASSOCI LEAVE. ¥ 9 Carlos E
PRIQO ex=President and principal op it accompanied by g
aide Rafael IZQUILRDO, suddenly left bgpfair ami, The two. -4
~ ‘were escorted to the ﬁabana airport by a p of national police, g

and taken directly to the departing pl « A day later Carlos
HEVIA, likewise an ex~President and Présidential candidate of
Prfo's party in the abortive 1952 elections, also left with his
wife, Prfo's departure climaxed increasingiy strong denunciations
of alleged conspiratorial and revolutionary activities on his
part by the Government, and increasingly strict surveillance of
his movements. In a report to Government leaders extensively

: oeovered in the press, BATISTA has since alleged that the Govern- -

. /ment has long known that Prfo continued conspiring after his
return last August, in spite of his repeated public declarations
to the contrary, and that he signally failed to keep any of his
agreements with the Government. Representatives of the Govern-
ment had finally been defied by Prfo, who had declared that
they had only three alternatives: "kill me, jail me, or expell
‘me", Prfo, he said, had left the country voluntarily, N

9SL1-9/(M)00°LEL

(CONFIDENTIAL) Comment. Prfo's departure has created
comparatively little stir in Cuba, This is partly due to the
existing censorship, but it is probably additionally due in -
large part to the general feeling of apathy concerning the-
activities and fortunes of Prfo and his immediate associates felt
by the majority of the Cuban people. Such comment as the Embassy

. has heard has been anti-Batista rather than pro-Prfo. The Cuban
press has reported, without comment or prominence, Prfo's and
Hevia's difficulties in attempting to obtain entry into the
United States. Meanwhile, with a view to-substantiating its
charges concerning Prio's conspiratorial activities, the
Government has submitted an extensive complaint.to the Habana
Urgency Court, couched in general terms, alleging that Prfo has
‘been responsible for virtually every disturbance of the past
several months, , ‘ :
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- 1958,

"CONFIDENTIAL | med e
) Desp. No. .
l | {OFFICIAL USE N HE PROBLI OF wLECTIONS. With Prie
- - out of the way at lonf temporarily, the Government appears to

- be making tentative efforts to reach ‘m§9¥ﬁ'!§!’“§§ with the
opposition on:- the matter of elections and the duratioen of
- Batista's Yerm.,  Articles have appeared in the irOll suggesting

that "
to agre

thoritative sources" consider that it might be possible
n partial~elections in 1957 and general elections in -
Ther'e is no reason to feel that a formula which postulates
Batista serving through 1958 would be any less distasteful to

,the opposition now than in the past. T - .

M

- " (UNCLASSIFIED) - CUBAN=-DOMINICAN RELATIONS.  Relations
between Cuba and the Dominican Republic took a decided turn for
‘the-worse when Cuba declared Lic, Federice LLAVURIAS, Dominican

Ambassador here, persona non frata. The Dominican Republic
immediately retaliated by declaring the Cuban Ambassador in

Ciudad Trujillo persona non grata. It was rumored that the ’
Cuban action was based on recordings made by Senator Rolando’ -
MASFERRER of a conversation in which the Dominican Ambassador
had tried to influence him te join TRUJILLO in an attempt te
overthrew President Batista. The papers have now published

what are alleged to be transcripts of extracts of these record-

ings., - They would indicate that Ambassador Llaverfas had indeed
made such an effort. Garlier President Batista had intimated,

in a public speech in which he alluded to Llaverfas' attempt te

suborn Masferrer, that the case befere IAPC might be reepened.

(CONFIDENTIAL) Comment. Masferrer would appear about the
last person in Cuba that the Dominicans might reasonably attempt
to suborn: he was prominently identified with the Caye Cenfites
expedition and through attacks on Trujille in his Tiempe en Cuba
and in the Senate bears a large respensibility for the present
state of Cuban-Dominican relations., He is ambitious, clever,
unscrupuleus and conscious of the value of publicity, and might
well be capable of perpetrating a recerding heax., Mereover, the
alleged transcript does net read as theugh it could be a :
recording of Llaverfas, His alleged remarks are disjeinted,
repetitive and vague, Llaverfias pridesw himself on being a
literary man and is fluent and flowery in his speech.

~ (UNCLASSIFIED) TIME MAGAZINE BANNED. Circulatien of Time
magazine's Latin American editien, printed in Habana frem plates

- flown frem Denver, was banned in Cuba fer twe straight weeks

‘under the censership., Life en Espafiel, which is printed in the
United States, was net ewed inte Cuba en May 15, Censers

seized all cepies, repertedly because of phegiegraphs purperting
te shew that the Cuban military shet twe handcuffed priseners
after the May 5 Matanzas assault, .-
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" Bnelb Now
Desp.No.________.
| l (OFFICIAL USE ONLYY The May 14 editien of was nes l
| &

allewed te girculate in Cuha{ but the censers did net act fas

enough te greavent 60,000 eceples irem being sent by air te ether

Latin Am n ceuntries, ey ebjected te an article en the

Matanzas uprectien-which listed the insurgent dead as includin .-
- "twe shet after they had been captured and returned té the barracgl

in handcuffs", The May 21 editien alse was banned by Cuban censers

" mainly because of a reference te Prfe being "fercibly bundled >
_abeard a Miami-beund plane"., "The:censers weuld net permit the
"editien te leave Cuba for other Latin American ceuntries, and Time
‘deelined to medify its text. - Tin -arranged te have the May 21~
editien printed in the United States fer Latin Amcriean distri-
bution twe or three days delayed.

i (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) RHACTION TO "CONFERLNCE" SUGAR BILL., The
~ - Cuban reactien te the conference versien ef the sugar bi pending:
in eur Congress was abeut what was expected. Officially and
publicly leaders of the lecal industry and its erganizatiens
- declared that Cuba had net received the treatment te which it was
entitled. Privately, they appeared te be quite satisfied, prebably
because they had feared semething werse., Pelitical eppements ef
the regime and some newspapers can be expected te continue te ccry
of unjust treatment, but the criticism will prebably net last fer

\U/f7any length of time,

(UNCLASSIFIED) CUBANA INAUGURATES NEW YORK FLIGHIB. On

May 12 Cfa. Cubana de Aviacibn inaugurated its direct Habana-New

. Yeork flfght using Leckheed Constellatiens Super G's, Scheduled
departure was censiderably delayed by a last-minute decisien by
President Batista te attend pre-flight festivities., A number of
Cuban jeurnalists and ether preminent figured were guests ef the
airline on the inaugural flight, and many ef the prinecipal figures
of the Latin American censular cerps in New York accepted the
line's invitatien te be its guesmts en the return flight te Habana
the follewing day. Fer the time being Cubana plans te operato the
flight en a round trip basis six days a week, _

Psychelegical.

(UNCLASSIFIED) CYPRUS. The situatien in Cyprus wersened by
last week's hanging of the twe Cypriet ihsurrccti.nista, breught
ferth a number of ‘editerials in the Cuban press. While the _ V

- commentary was net all ene-sided, sentiment leaned very dotinitoly
in faver of the Cyprlots. '
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From

attempt te quell the rebellien and fer last week's

:l S g?,n.. &Eygg‘wont !irtholt in conioﬁiing the Gritish for l
o thcir erce

exefutien, Verloeking: the ltratoitr impertance of the island
. the Weste wers as well as the kish minerity, this paper
ltrogfly ked Brggilh pelicy in Cyprus as "eriminal" and
. "ruthless

. supperting the Cigriota -as ' rightfully fighting foer
their indopondonce frem an erialist™ pewer and saying that
yPrus,is Greek and always will be Greek, .A;gggllon the other hand,
hile recegnizing that the Cyprus .revelt was a celenial problem
*of the British Empire, peinted eut the strategic impertance of
the island net enly te Britain but.te the lWestern alliance, since
it is.the clesest military base te the Suez Canal and nearest te
the dangereus Arab-Jewish cenflict., Alerta alse breught eut the
fact that the Turkish minerity en Cyprus censtitutes ene~fifth eof
the pepulatien, whese rights must be recegnized and safe-guarded
if ‘England does net alse wish te alienate Turkey., Avance deplered
General Harding's executien ef the Cypriet priseners, stating
that such reprisals only result in ceunter-reprisals, further
~atrecities and a strengthening ef the will te revolt, and that
Britain sheuld knew this frem past experience, lnfermaci agreed
that, witheut doubt, these twe hangings weakened the tish
pesitien en the island and greatly accelerated the movcmcnt for
. llberatlon._
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Centributers: Pelitical: JLprping
Cuban~-Deminican Relatiens: JdoZongotlta
Censership: * RGCushing ,
Psychelegical: RSBryan

MA(7

NA{S

AA(2




