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(UNCLASSIFIED) RETURN OF> EXSPHE »;“ 'D). K]
" The possible return-te Cuba gfrom g le of Carles FRLO L e
Secarrds continued to be the b ---alitical topic, with the N %

ex-President issuing practically ¢ :
from Miami and with a st no one wit.

r gtatements en the mbjecﬁ

any pretensioen to poli=-
tical stature in Havana having failed to express an epinien,

. There are few, if any, after the furére of the past month, who

doubt that Pri

\ﬁ - to come from Prie's closest advisers, is that he wi arrive in
Cuba by air on August 6th at Ranche ﬁoyeros airperte. ,

In a press conference on July 23, President Batista rexterated
that Prio would be given all possible -guarantees, except te

vielate the law and conspire against the Gevérnment, and would g:

be accorded the censideratien due his status. With reference te
talk of erganizing a monster welceme and cortege te accompany

Prio through the city streets, Batista said it was-his duty te
advise against this., He declared that "Communists, insurrectionary
elements, and political enemies of the‘Govemment" could net be
‘prevented frem mixing in such a demonstration and might make an

attempt against Prie fer which not he but the Gevernment weuld be
te blame,

Prio's reaction to Batista's remarks te the press was a
statement.delivered to the local neWQpapers by that indefatigable
intermediary, Juan AMADOR Rodrfguez. In this he criticized
Batista's at%itude as inability or unwillingness to "reestablish
a climate eof democratic ceexistencé" and a denial of the right of
the! pod%amcaemonatrate publicly. He asked sarcastically: = -
"When ha's & responsible government been known manco the
pgclnim t

possibility ef“g crime and at the same time
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- SaTull, BEot that be 1s unswersinely d
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g t.o Cuba Prio would make himself appear lud

if he abandened that [determinatien SEoep ,rﬁ
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st cenvincing reasens. q:in it. can be taken as almoat cortnin
he will go /threugh with.his eunced plan except in case ef |
~ drastic dgve opmantn that cannot now be foreseen, [

On thé other hafil, it is entirely credible that Batista
should be cencerned over thé possibility that Prfe might
danger in returning to Cuba. An attack en the ex-President ceuld
be-a greal disaster fer the regime, pessibly leading te conditiens.

: bringing abeut its overthrew,

. (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) CONTINUED RUMORS OF CABINET GRISIS.
Rumors of a cabinet crisis-(see Weelka No, -persist; the latest

* having it that the entire cabinet will resign but that the majority

of the ministers will be reappointed and a half dezen, including
the Prime Minister, replaced. Nothing has come te the Embassy's

attention to substantiate these rumors in any way and, in fict%

the Minister of State disclaimed te the Chargé any knowledge )
impending changes,

(UNCLASSIFIED) RESULT OF EFFORT AT‘CONCILIATION BY "FRIENDS
OF REPUBLIC." It will be recalled. that early in.June the-DSeciety

~of -Friends -of the Republic" called en the Government and the

Oppesition te agree on means to restere full demerratic-processes
te_Cuba (see Weeka No, 23 and despatch Ne., 10 of July 6, 1955)

Only oppesition groups respsnded te this call and the’ etfort of the
"Friends" became ene of coordinating eppesitien views, The Seciety
has now published a long manifeste which in essence excludes :

vielence as a means of restoring the "democratic erder" and stipulates

one basic demand: "that the fundamental rights censecrated in
Title IV of the 1940 Censtitutien be respected and that the rlght
of freely electing its gevernors be restered to the people,"” i.e.
in general electiens with full guarantees a&s soen as possiﬁle. ﬁc
heads of various eppositien greups quickly expressod their approval
of the manifesgte.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment, If this is the final re:ult
of the attempt ef the-"Friends ef the Republic" te selve the
pelitical preblem, it can be said that it in né w TK changes matters
as they steed befere ‘the effert was undertaken, as new, the

. eppesitien demand fer censtitutienal guaranteel is answared by the

Gevernment's cententien that the 1940 Censtitutien has been in full
ferce since Batista's inauguratien., A demand fer general electiens

‘prier te 1958 stiliﬁ in Batista's ep :Imiona "is absurd, if net

ingenueus" (see Weeka Neo, 28), .The President!gattitude is
illustrated by his statement in his press cenference of July 23
that he "hadn't had time te read the manifesto" of the "Friends“

In the'decument itself there are indicatiens that the authers
themselves had little hepe that it weuld be mere than an expressien
of demecratic aspiratlons and a demand fer the recerd but pretty
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L : - On July 22 all bank
werkers t _en- -it-dtun strike -te press-their claim fer a new
cellective dentract eambedying a 20 per cent wage increase
‘of a list of cenfidential empleyees net in the unien, 060
life insurance, deuble pay en vacatiens, and ether bcnofits. Tho
previous centract -had e n:gired on May 31, The wg befere, the

empleyees of the Natie City Bank had struck when the bank brought
dilmilaal charges against a union efficer in-additien te three -
‘other empleyees against whem it had earlier brought such charges,

Abeut neen the Minister ef Laber issued a resolution reinstating
the eld centract fer six menths and erdering empleyees net werking
because of their empleyers' actiens er owing te "prevailing cir-

" cumstances" te resume werk, After a meeting ef officials ef the
Bank Werkers' Federatien and leaders of the Cenfeseratien ef Cuban
Werkers (CTC), a statement was issued declaring that the empleyees
" weuld resume wnrk the Federatien's claim weuld remain in ferce,
and an interview wnuld be held with the Prime Minister and the
Minigter of Laber, On July 25 the banks resumed nermal operations.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) G t, Altheugh the gevernment
maintained an impartial attitude-in public, the Minister ef Laber
cenfidentially inferms the Embassy that he believes seme cencessiens
are in erder since the Banks have been deing geed business; the

cenfidential empleyees have received substantial increases, and
" bank werkers eutside Habana are peerly paid,

(UNCLASSIFIED) CTC_BANS SUGAR SHIPMENTS. IN LOUISIANA LABOR
DISPUTE, -A Genfederatien-ef Cu -reselutien -banned
the -shipment of raw sugar frcm ‘the chaparra Delicias, and Merceditau
mills of the Cuban-American Sugar Mills Company ‘and sﬁipmonts of raw
sugar frem the yorts ef Habana, Mariel, Nuevitas and Puerte Padre
te that cempany's mills in the United étaten. The reselutien said
this actien was taken at the request ef the CIO in suppert ef the
strike of the Gedchaux and Celenial empleyees of the cempany in
Leuisiana, The reselutien made glewing reference te the ceeperative
' relatiens between the CIO and the CTC and recalled assistance
81milar1y given te United States ltrikers in 1953,

 (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment, Cuhun-Amarican's l.cal manager
‘says the strike is effective and betherseme and that the autherities
+have teld him it is illegal, He is new waiting te see what they will
de., Jesf PEREZ Genzalez is ene e¢f the laber leaders instructed in
the CIC resolntion te carry it eut, He is alse Minister witheut .
Pertfelie in the Batista cabinet,
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: ‘I (UNCLASSIFIED) < C . Mest cemmentaters A
«utioui'ho o t ‘the -Feur«Pewer Cenference weuld f

' express :
. preduce; 0 e in the werld climate, but they agreed getierally
‘that majer East-West issues weuld net be selved at G'“""££§§1
best thesé issues weuld be clearly éutlined,sith the pess €y
that later "belew the summit" meetings migh€ prk eut .olutionl.
‘Ehfﬁl‘iﬁz’ redicted that the Cenference ceuld hiepe enly te '
A e status que, with Russia centinuing its efferts te
disledge Western Germanx fr.n the Free Werld in erder te bring
absut the cellapse ef NATO,- gﬁgg believed that the Seviets!
majer ebjective was te destrey the NATO alliance and te secure
evacuatien ¢f United States ferces frem Eurepe ~- all 1u exchange
. for a pact "net werth the paper it weuld be written en," Diari
Nacienal, alse pessimistic, reviewed Seviet machinatiens ever Eﬁ
ast ten. years and concluded that the "deve of peace in Meletev's
d leaves us celd.," President Eisenhewer's prepesal fer the . :
United States and Russia te exchange military blueprints as a means
of quieting werld fears of a surprise atemic war was viewed by
Diar%o de la %gg%g; as thé mest effective indicatien yet ef the
erican desire fer peace, It theught Russia's reactien will ’
indicate whether the Seviets really want peace er are, as hertefere,
~.enly using the werd fer its prepaganda value, With ﬁil prepesal and
, President Eisenhewer's eight peint pregram, said Alerta, the ’
*\J/bj cenference initiative has definitely passea te the ted States,’
All week leng, the Cuban press centinued te speculate en the back-
greund ef the Russian peace campaign leading up te Geneva,
‘Infermacien, believing that Russia semehew hepes fer Western
reccgnition of her Eurepean satellite conqhnlta offered three
reasens fer the recent Seviet shift: pressing economic preblems
at heme; the meunting military strength ef the West, new capable
of crushing Russia; and the struggle fer pewer ingide Russia,
requiring a mere cautieus fereign pelicy. Diar Mar ‘
felt that since the American ecenemy has net cellapsed as the-
Rgss%nga %ad h.ped, the Soviets are shifting policy gears in
the Ce ar.

Negative,

Carles C, Hall
Chﬂrg§ d'Afflires ad interim

Participants: CGHalI CABocnstra, CFPickﬁBgr'&w Fernes, Jr.,-

JdeZemgotita Certesime FJDonahue,
CDAndersen, &ri:el(Nuy) and sm-..n(hr). |
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