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(UNCLASSIFIED) _Q§§%iRAQY vI l_
AND COURT MARTIAL. It was anpo d
. from Camp Columb¥a that @mpoﬁ-ﬁir 1*%:;
the army and the plotters arre assy's Despateh No. 720
> of April 6, 1956). h‘g_ e latter had been -spreadiig reports,
to attract adherents, t BATISTl planned to resign and leave a
military junta in his place in order indefinitely to postpone-
‘elections. ' The arrests had been going on that afternoon and
evening, but all was perfectly e¢alm in Habana and no special
security measures were taken even at Camp Columbia itself, where
most arrests apparently were made., It was explicitly stated that
no eivilians had been involved.

\,/f77 Within 24 hours the names of 12 arrested officers who would
have to stand trial were announced, headed by Col. Ramén BARQUIN,
Military Attaché in Washington., Others were Lt, Col. Manuel
‘'VARELA, Commander of a tank battalion, and three majors, eaptains,.
and lieutenants. Later the name of another lieutenant was added.
Other officers and some non-commissioned personnel were arrested;
of these some were questioned and released, others were dismi:sed
from the army, retired, or induced to resign by the end of the -

" week; some presumably were still: being held and investigated.
Trial by public court martial began at 8:00 a.m. on April 9,
concluding at 1:00 a.m. the next morning. Seven of the aecused

- pleaded guilty to the main charge but not to the "specifications",
which included the intent to assassinate President Batista., The
revolution was to have started April 5. The prosecution asked

- for six years' imprisonment, the maximum under the law. Sentence

wqg to begganmed an‘April 10, s
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, (CONFIDENTIAL) Cemment, This evidence of unrest among
reputable and influential officees of the army is perhaps the
most damaging blew the Batista gevernment has sustgﬁngd sikece
coming to’ power. ' Lukewarm publie support and the @ppositisn of T
eertain politieal groups have eome to be taken for$ ‘ted, bul, A$w
has been added the element of dissension within thlflrmy,—on St
suppert it was always assumed the regime eould co %genﬁfﬁheo _;[F
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‘Bntilfa'l, ;Qmpt andiqttdcthO'aétiah hbwdvor has 'foiorv d hi
- full cenyrel of the situatienm, ! f" _ prest ., .,!
(UNCZASSIFIED)—~ SVELOPMENTS: The politieal scene -

centinued relatively quiet, ma: LY 1t 18 prebable, as a resuls
of the interest and expectatioms aroused by the discovered army -
let; During the week politieiams clese te the President o

. intimated that he weuld be willing te see the Civie Dialegue
resumed. Others,.similarly placed, mentiened the possibilities
of Batista having talks direct with Dr. Cesme DE LA TORRIENTE.
On the TV Ante la Prensa pregram Viee Presideat Guas did net see
why eppesitien leaders might net talk directly with Batista.

" Queried by the press, GRAU and PRIO responded that they would be
glad te do so, Dcspite the futility ef all past efferts te

> achieve elections through the Supreme Electeral Tribunal, Grau

filed with it an appeal for general electiens this year.

- Rall CHIBAS, as leader of ene branch ef the Ortedexes, -
charged that the army plet (see abeve) was a frameup eif the
goevernment te get decent efficers out eof its way. Frem Miami
another Ortedoxe leader "Mille" OCHOA anmeunced that he would
‘finally come baek te Cuba. ‘

\_/fi? Candide DE LA TORRE, Maree HIRIGOYEN and the others charged
with plottin% with the help of fereign funds eentinued in jail,
as did alse Pelaye CUERVO. On a writ ef habeas cerpus; the
Supreme Ceurt erdered the lewer court te centinue te held Cuerve
but instruected that it might preperly release him if at his next
hearing his accusers again failed te appear. ' ,

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) CUBAN-DOMINICAN RELATIONS AND VISIT OF
AMBASSADOR DREIER TO HABANA, The Cuban senate on April 9 passed
a reselutien similar te that already passed by the Heuse of
Representatives autherizing the Executive te break relatiens with
the Deminican Republic,. if all ether efferts te ebtain satisfactiem
in the dispute with that ceuntry failed.

- Ambassader Jehn C. DREIER spent the Easter weekend in Habana
seeing what he might aceemplish, as United States member en the
- Inter-American Peace Cemmittee, tewards settling the dispute. He
feund beth Acting Minister eof State GUELL and Presidert Batista
~ adamant against the suggestien that Cuba fermally deny the eharges
issued by General HERMIDA against General TABERNILLA, and then
declare the issue clesed if the Deminiean Republie aecepts the
denial, The Ambassader was able te satisfy himself, hewever, that
. the Cubans are aware eof the impertance ef timing in this entire
matter and that they may, when the eppertunity presents itself ,
| - faverably censider seme settlement ether than that which they I ke
- themselves already prepesed. ‘ ‘ i
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EQEMP. The New Orledns I nic=-Symp

egan Latin Amerieca teur uhder the Preaidont s Fund Pregram
~with feur highly-successful cemcerts in Cuba, twe in Habana em
~-April 3 aw and ene each in Camaguey and Santiago de Cuba en
April 5 and &,) All cencerts were well attended and received
excellent reviews. Audiences were s¢ enthusiastic that three and
feur enceres were played each night. ‘A total ef 6, 500 persona
attended the feur cencorts. ,v,‘;

fer mére than six heurs em April 5, the immecent party in a heated

. /. : The 89-pioc0 .pehg;grg was stalled at the Habana airport

dispute between Pan American Wbrld Airways and the Cﬁngaﬂie Cg!%i*
de Aviaciém ever the handling ef charter flights withim Q.

argued that the steps within Cuba were nem-traffic in character and

therefore did net invelve the principle of cabetage., The Cuban
. Gevernment refused te. accept this view but, ever streng ebjectiens -

- by Cfa. Cubana, gave PAA a special flight permit because of the

cultural nature ef the visit, amd the interest in it ef the United
States Gevernment. The airpert werkers, hewever, refused te service
the twe chartered PAK planes and threatened te clese entirely the
Habana airpert if PAA insisted on making the flights within Cuba.

As a last minute expedient, Cubana flew the erchestra free of charge
te Camaguey, Santiage and en te its next step at Kiagsten, Jamaiea,
where PAA picked up the charter again.

{(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment, Cfa. Cubana de Aviacién
apparently inspired the strike by the Federatien ef Aviatien

Empleyees in an effert te maintain a narrew and rigid interpreta-

tien eof nen-traffic steps and ef cabetage, PAA en the ether hand
had seught te use the occasien fer establishing a wider interpre-
tatien., The Embassy intervened te ebtain the flight permit en the
special greunds, and intervened again in an effert te keep the :
erchestra meving. Cia., Cubana's previsien ef free transpertatien
te end the deadleck came after neither the Cuban gevernment, mer
even Cia, Cubana, ceuld influence the werkers teward ending the
Stl‘ikeo
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