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["rUNCLASSIFIED) . , 'ED: ARRES.;~ i: 
AND COURT MARTI:AL... ,It wa. n t .. ng of April ~ 
from Camp Columb¥a ;th'at ~B p ac ~ , n discovered withia " ;. 
the.army and thElt p-lot,ters arreAt.t . ~'Emba8syts Despat h· No. 720 0 

or April 6, 1956) • . Alle~~~~the 1 tter had been ·spreadiag ~epo~~a, . 
to attract ad_ef~ntsJ th4-BATISTA planned to resign and. leaTe a ---a 
military junta in his place in order in .tlnitely to postpone ' ~ 
elections. · The' ~rests had been goi~ on that· af'ternoon ~i " 
evening, . ~ut ~~ was pertectly calm 'U1-Habana and. ·no .spee,lou . .. • 
security mea~ures were taken eyen at Camp Columbia itself,where () 
most arreata . apparently were made. It was explicitly stated that 0 
no civilians had been inyolv~i. 

Jr > 'II/i thin 24 hours the names of 12 arrested. officers who would 
have to stand trial were announced, headed by Col. Ram6n B~QUIN, 
Military Attach' i ll Washington. Others we.re Lt. Col. Manuel .. . 
VARELA, Commander of a tank battalion, an three majors, captains, 
and lieutenants. Later the Juune of another lieutenant wa. ad •••• 
Other officers anel some non-eommisaionea personnel werearres~e"; 
of these somewerequesttonei ana releasei, others were iiamisse. 
from tne army, retirei, or inQuc •• to reaign by t ·he eni of the 
weekj aome presumably were stil~being hel. ani investigate •• ' 
T.ri~ by public court martial beg~ at 8:00 a.m. on April 9, 
concluding at 1:00 a.m. the ' Beat morning • . SeTen f the aecusea 
ple~d.e. guilty to the main charge but riot to the "specifications", 
which incluaea the intent to assas.ina.te Pr •• i.ent Batista. Th. 
revolution was to haTestartei April 5. The prosecution a..kei 

- for six year. t imprisorunent, ' the maximum unaer tAo +aw. Sentenc,e 
waJ- to be EPueti en April 10. - :? 
.. i '. - ~J,1 : .! .~ J."J j2 . 

(CONFiDENTIAL) C:.mment. TRia · evi tience of unrest · aDl,QJl& 

repl1 .. table ana inf.l uen. tial ?f. f.1. e •• Of. t he arm .. . y is. ~rhap .• . ...th. ' 
mos~ .~,~g~~t; Pilt'flf ~he 13at1.8\a ~Gvernm~mt haa .us~neti s~e. . 
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c.om~n .. ~ ~I& . . p .. !we'r'. '.I LUkewa. rm P .•.. ubl:te support aai .t. he !ppos;tt~. : Jl or a 
eerta inpelJ.t1eal groups have come t o be t~.n fo~teJ& b\l~f\fw. 

L PS beeJ;l ; a.~.ti the ~elemelltof ai.aension wi.thin tll8 !!X'mf,---9)Il . ~... •. I. 
support . it wa. alway. a •• wnei the regj"Jne C:Qll1ti eO~~$tl~~s.~---..rr 

· J".Ze.~.tita; 1- . ... .. . . .• .. .. 1 ~ ti .. . ~, (.I) . =e~ , 
RGCu.hl.n& :mbw .. . .. . . c·· ONFIDENT.I.AL · . . . -i . fi. ~ . . , P);1 0 . 
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.p,.,...---------~-r ". . ... ~ 
t1.t.~t •. ,' z:empt ,.aIUi 'ettectfio aetien, he. w.~~ ... , ha. pro.o" •• hi. 

Ml oelt M " .r tho .1tuati... ' . . 
: <; • ' " -" -' , . ' .• 

'(U siP'IED~POtITlCAL !!iL~PMEHTS' • . '1bop~11t10al •• on. 
entinuo. olativoly qilo', •• 1j:; t i.prebable, aa .a r .• aul 

er the inter st an. expoct.tio.. &rou.o. by tho tii. yero. arm,. 
plot; Ouri., the w.ek p.lit,~.1'" clo.o to tho Pro.itlo.t . 
intia.t~~ that ho woul. be Willinc to soo tAe CiTie Dialocue 
rO'~eti. _ Othor., . ,imUarly. placoti •• entioneti t '.po •• ibilitio. 
or Batista haTilll'talk •• irect wita .Dr. C __ • DE LA 'IDRRIENTE. 
On ' the TV .latol. PrGin.. pr.cram Vi.o Pro.i ... , · Gua. 4itl Rot .00 
why oppo.itioR ioatlor •• 1ght aot talk tlirectly with Bati.ta. 
Querie. by the pre.a! GRAU aa' PRIO ro.p ntlo. that thoy woul. bo 
ilatl t tlo .e. Do.p t t~~ futility ot all pa.t ertort. t. 
achieTO olectioft. thro~h ' the Supremo Eloc.oral Tribunal, Grau 
tiletl· with it an. appeal. tor ,on ral election. thi. year. _ 

RatU CHlBAS, a. leatier or one branch or ta. Orto.oxo., . 
c arce. that, the army plot ( ••• abovo) waf a traaoup or tie 
,0Yernment to ,et tlec.nt ofticer. out r it. way. From Mia.! 
an ther Ortotloxe lea.or "Millo" OCHOA aDaouncotl that he woultl 

. finally come baok to Cuba. . . 

JJ' Cantii.o DE LA TORRE, Mareo HIRIGOYEN antl tho others charcotl 
with plotting with the help or ror.ien f\mtla eo tinu.' -in jail, 
a •• 1tl als. Pelayo CUERVO. On awr1t otbabea. c.rpua, ~lt. 
Suprem. Court or ere. the l.wer e urt to contiBu. to holtlCuorYo 
but instruetei that it 'might properly rolea.e him irat hianext 
heari~ hi. accusers acain tailea to appear. 

(OFFICI AL USE ONLY) CUBAN-DOMINICAN RELATIONS AND VISIT OF 
AMBASSADOR DREIER TO HABANA.Tho Cuban aenate 'on April 9 pa.s •• 
a resolution similar t. that alrea.y .paasetl by the Hou.o o~ 
Represent atives authorizing the ExecutiTe to ~r .. k relation. wit. 
the Dominican Republic,if all etaer etterts t. obtain aa'i.factio. 
1n the ai.put e with t hat country taile • • 

Ambasaatlor John C. DREIERapent the Easter weekeatl ill Habafta 
seein~ what he might ae .. mpli.h, as Uaitetl State. memb~r .n the 
Inter-Amer i can Peace Committee, towartl' settl1nc the .i.pute. He " 
r.un. bot h Acti ng Minister o£ State GUELl. antl Presi ••• t Bati.ta . 
aaamaat a&ain&t ' the sucgestion that Cuba formally tleny the aharee. 
issueti by General HERMIDA aCainst General TABERNILLA" aIltl then . 

. tl.elare the iaslle cl.... if the Dominican Republ1. a.a.pt. the 
.enial. The Ambu sa'or was able to .ati.fy h1a.e1f'.~ .oweyer, that 

, the CuoaBs are aw~e or t he iJRp.rtaace e£ tildn, i n thia e~t1.re L aatter ali. that t hey may, wheB the .ppertuni1;y · p .... $entsitself. r 
' . fayora.b. ly . con. stier .some. settlement other t han tnat . which they ha .· ... e 

. themselves alreatlypreposetl. ' . ' 

. 1 GONeF! DENT.IAL . 
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.. -~, . ~:I=~~Jf.iL~N.:Yr.§:~L;:rM.t;~~ _ ,0 • Lati " "eri.a· t.ur ua4.r t • "Pr •• i.. t'. -Fua4 Pr.cr .. " 
. with feur~" : : y-.u c •• ~lUl •• Certa i Cub ", tWe i Ka~ a e. 
- ·A r11 3 ' 0. ...... ach i*C .. ~ey an. _ Sa~tiac. 4. Cu~a e. - -

A rl1 , an - . All- - -aJlC- n. were well .atte 4" a.4 receiy.4 
eXcell t re-y .w... Au4!e c ••• era· •• enthu.ia.tic that three an. 
t.ur. e cere. ,were playe4 ·e. h _ il t-• . _·A tetal .r 6,500 pereen. 

I:~~~:;;;-~;::;::A;~a;:li:! t:.::: :a:a~ya~p:r:eate. 
ii.put. Detween Po Aaerican -W.rl. Airway • . an.o- theCe.pailf, pu .... H .e Ayiaci'. eyer the hantillnc.t charter ~i,ht8 withlaCuia. P 
ar.cuei,thit -the step. within Cu a were na -traffici. chapa t.r. an. 
there'ere .i.-n.t iRvelve the princi le .t oa~.~ac •• The Cu~aa 

. Gayernaeat refuse. ta o accept-" thia view but, .Yer stranr; .bjectia • -
by Cia.Cunfta, · caye PAA a special flight penait eeause at the _ 
cultural ~ature afthe vi.it, an« the interest init af the Unite« 
Stat •• Ga.ernaeilt. TIle alrp.rt werkers, haweTer, refuse. ta s.ervic. 
the twa chartere. PAl plane. an. threateRe4 t. ela.e entirely t •• . 
Ha~ana airpart if PAA insiste. e makiR~ the flights within Cu~a. 
As a last minute expe.ient, Ou.ana flew the rchestra free are arc. 
t - Camacuey,-_ Santiace ani -. n t. ita next atap at Kine_ten,- JaIlai.a, 

. where PAA picke« up the charter qai • • - , 

~- (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) C._st. cta. Cu.a.a i. ATiaci'n 
apparently inspir e. t he strike by the F •• eJOatlan at ATi-ati.n 
_Einplayeea in an ettart t. maintain a narrew an. rigl. interpre'ta­
tien e~ Ren~traffic st.ps an. af cabatace.~ PAA en the ether han. 
ha seught ta use the eccasien rer eata.liahiac a wiier i terpre­
tatien. The EmDasay iDterYene. te .btain the fliCht perml·taa the 
special creuni., an. intervenei agaia in an effert te .keep the . 
arehestra .aTlft~. Cia. Cubaaa t • previsian .t tree tranap.rtati •• 
te en. the aeailack e ame after llei tber the .CUhn c.vernment, a .. 
eTen eta. Cu~ana, ceul. illfiuence thewark-ers tewar. eRiiB& ta. 
strike. 
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