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T have the honor to report’ that both Houses
2znd Cuban Congress comwenced their third sessio
Septewber 12, 1949, The 3Zenate met under the
ship of its President, Senztor iguel A.

© with a queorum of 73 38nmt0“$ including Sendcer Jos
sLENAN who toolk hiis for the first time. Ir
wel Senator Santiage REY, Rep

coming Senator Ale
leader  said tiz hoped the work of sr., Ale
:rwd@“t*va for the ﬁdtmoﬁ&lé

artivitied in the administration®

Dr. Lineoln {l0DCW, President of the Nouse of Represents

atives. pfeSLﬁéfg;w&T the homning se=ssicn of the lower

house which was attended by 57 Representatives. At thisg
roeting Jongressman kamoen Giﬁ¥ Alsirpa and Antonlc FERNANDEZ
Macho took their seats for the first ime. _ .
H s LR
The fivst item on mhe agend& in .both Houses wias the
reading of the President’s resssge. In the House the
MAassEge Waid Iasd a‘wﬁa“'“m¢p¢etely, while in the Senate
Jke mesgage ressraved the cugtomery "avobolie” reading. In
addition, the Jenate reoerved 12 Lessages from tne Execu-~
tivwk including reguests oy Senate approval of the Inters
Americaen Wheat A"“ senient. and the appointments of .Sefior
Segunde CURTI as “Vinister of Defense and br. Carles RAMIREZ
Oorria as Winister of Health and Socisl Welfare., The Execu- .
‘tive alse requested Sexste approval of ithe appeintments of
‘the Judges to the Court of Constituticnal and Soclal Guaran-

tess (Embassy's despatch No. 567, July 25, l9§9) as well as

of varicus d¢p$rmatﬁ. avno;qtmnnfsw
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Despatch Ho. 717
September 21, 1949
Embassy, Habanz | Cuba.

As 1s cubstomgry. both Houses #dgreé
siderativn of bills pending from the
cluding important bills providing a new.con
for governmuant aﬁrountmnv {Tribunal de C
Lilidad del mbtdde)m * T

In the. ﬁouéee tu%a$ﬂ§} Ang errupt&um h
of the President s wmessags came from a;Cofg
vressed surprise that ?hﬁ %@c?ion"cf‘ﬁﬁe:&ass £
to publiz ordar connained no referente to reééent
terr

errorilsm 3.2% Cua. "
At the end ¢f the readine of the
recessed for the purpose of lc*eiviug
will missicn now in Gubs,
‘ -

The President’s maesssge consisted
DTt E on the antivities of the wariocus
touched an the folliowing points {es desc
in the crews;: r -

The message described the br@aﬁiﬁg of .
tiens with Peryw and cefended the Government? S

recognition of the Venezuelan Gsvarﬁm@ﬁu 5 tlng

that the letter’ step waa considered necessary in
view of bthe provisions oFf Hesclution XIXV of the
Bogoeta Zonfersnce. 1L odded that Cuba has normal
Sons with 21l the other countries sXcert e
Agud. Tt alse described the meeting of the
Somntttee on Depsndent Territories
'z despaion Noo 701 5ew?&w er 156, 1949

W

and previous). The mesz reld of the Govern-
ment ‘s defense of Cuban interests at the Annecy-
GATT Confersnce aﬁﬁ the reasons for tha with-
drawal of the Cudban delegation from that meeting.

I
@

The message alsc emphesized the importence of the
RBeonomis Cormission for Lotin Americsa {ECLA) in
the economie development of Letin Anerican coun- '
Lrdes, stating that Cuba was in favor of the )
preparation by the Commission of 2 basic anmial

report on the Latin imerican egonomy.

Ministry ©
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Despatch No., 717
September 21, 1949 - 3
Embassy Pabana., Cuba.

‘were 1ss d orn-a gratis besis,

iniletey of Justice

H

ti

. This section of the report described. the
various bullidinze comnletad”Apl%nneﬁ or under
constructlion for use &g courts or prisons,
other matters of a technzg&l nature,

Ninisﬁry of Ghuprﬁ ~idn

tion of the rﬁrér? it wns c*ﬁtgd that durl g
the first six months of 1044, 10,835 permits tc
CArTy arms were. 1QwuedJ of which 2.503 pernits

J

Ministry of rinance’ .

described the

This section of the wessage
measuies adopted with a view to financkl re--
crgznization of she Covernment on the basis of
the nsw bulgst and gave information relative to
the Guban tax« structurs: The nessage alss went :
inte some detail in cornsction with the guestion -
of vetelans® pepsions. Dsts conteined in the N
Me 55858 relstive te Government revetnuss and ex-
pendit 1l & the aubiest of a later report
tased “f since the press re-
ports It was indicated,
howeve ez have declined.
Mindste

1
Th ~ontained a.descrif-

: i z ‘ted: under construc-
tion o unlannsed ihu; ﬂuw ihcg‘ ml.nn&d in connection
] * 1

Mimistry of égriaulture

*.fi
lwu

The report on the Ministry of bgr iculiture con-
teined & ieﬁatny account of the worx of that Ministry
znd its suggestions for the enactmedt of legislation
dealing with the contrel of plent disesses, handling
of meat for human consuwnption, etc. It deseribed
various aspects ¢f the sugar ggd tobacoe industries
and stated that lower prices £r various crops were
contributing to a lower cost of living in Cuba. The
repert alsc described ?ﬁ” forwmgn narket for Cuban
tobacco and stated that Cuba was negotiating with-
Canada, Mexico, Uruguay and cther countries with a
view to expanding those warkets. ‘

. " Ministry
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Despatch No“ 717
September 21, 1949
Lmbmbuy‘ Hdbmﬂa Cuba.

Ministry of Education

Thie repert on educaticn consiste

tem, the classification of teachetrs, pre
for a census of rurgl students and
school lunches, ¢chool equpment

This section dutlined the Ministry's
connection with prophyvlaxis and vaccinat
struggle against iIntestinal berasites in rural ar
and other aanihary croblems. - ¢ ’

Other Minisiries : ' ’

Press reports. dc-not give an account, of the ‘re-
ports on 4ihe other ministries. merely stating'that
they contained detaziled information of the. admlnlstra—
tion of these derartments, :

¢

For the Dereriment 's convenlence there are enclosed here-
with press :E"ﬂl“ngﬁ outlinin g the main . points in the Presi.-
dent 's messoge. The message itself is said to be voluminous

and is not yet zvailable,

tfully yours

{')
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For the Ambagsaders

ar

Barl T. Crain  « LW
Fivst Secretary of Smbassy

l« Cllpplﬁg from Avzncs of September 19, 1949,
2. Clipping from Excelszick of September 20, 1940.

3. Clipping from Informacidn of September 20, 1949.

4. Clipping from Diario de la Marina of beptember 20, l9h9
5. C%}pping rom El_Mundo of September 20, 1949,
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) UNCLASSIFIED
|




