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. former Col. Lazaro LANDEIRA and a former army lieutenant, but

‘under arrest was former senator Pelayo CUERVO., His presentation

- photographed by the press and has been the subject of indignant

 Departments Wiae "0 o

" (UNCLASSIFIED) POLITIC iﬁEV §§M"
contrast to preceding wee 8,
ﬁolitical developments and

“o
almgﬁg o
owever, eight of the men who had £gn arrested the week before —

as conspirators were released byo e courts. Among them was

not Marco Antonio HIRIGOYEN or Candido de la TORRE, who are being
held for a further hearing during the present week. Also still

in court during the week handcuffed to a common eriminal was much

comment. President BATISTA expressed regret concerning the
incident and ordered an investigation,

(UNCLASSIFIED) COMMUNISTS BREAK WINDOWS OF AMERICAN STORE.
On the evening of March 28 a group of a dozen or more young
Communists set off firecrackers across the street from the mid-
town Sears Roebuck store and then hurled pieces of iron and bottles
through six show windows. They threw leaflets about calling for
immediate general elections, signed by the Marianao ngontud
Socialista Popular., 1Two men were arrosted.
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The police speculated in an announcement to the press that
this Communist attack was made in protest or reprisal against the
action on taxes taken in the United States against the Daily Worker

‘and the Communist Party., The news of that action had appeared in

that morning's Habana papers. The police also said that leaflets
of the "26 de julie" movement had been thrown about by the vandals.
The two arrested men had to be released, though they will still
have %@y gtand some sort of trial, as being under 18 years of age.

(OFFICIAL USE GNLY} Cemmvnt. The police may well be right
as to the motivation of this attack against Sears. From a source
in a ositioﬁ gp know the Embassy learns that it is extremely
doubtiful if de julie" leaflets were actually thrown. The
autherities are ebviously eager to have the Fidel Castre movement g
tarred with the Communist brush, IS SR e
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omnitt o, ‘Ambassader. John C, DREIUR arrivod in Habana on Goed l %
. Friday-te 1I0ull the Cuban-Deminican dispute with the Cu —
. Govermment, He spuke with Acting Minister eof State Guell;
President Batista being out of town, the Ambassader was net ablo

to arrange for a meeting with hin until April 3. _ .
A~ & (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Commeit. Ambassader Dreier found the
Cuban view as conveyed by o be adamantly set against any

eof the simple gestures by his country that the Deminicans have
said would satisfy them and which weuld thus presumably suffice
to end the dispute. Since it is generally believed here that
Guell only reflects Batista's even stricter attitude, the prospects
‘ ‘for the immediate futuro in this matter did not accordingly seem }
=~ . br 1ghto . i B . ‘ 3
P : J_
- (UNCLASSIFIED) GUNFIRE ATTACK ON cgg %EADERS.- On tho,
.| evening eof April 1 the lead car of a group im ethers of which were -
travelling Eusebie MUJAL, CTC Secretary=General, and Jesus
' ARTIGAS and Facunde POMAR Seler, preminent CTC leaders, was
attacked by gun fire in the streets of Santa Clara. The eccupants
"of the car, local labor leaders, were able te identify the
: assailants ds8 a bedyguard an hauffour of Conrade BECQUER,
\\/ffy’congressman from Las Villas Province at present suspended frem
his pesitien as a Sugar Workers' leader, and aneother Becquer
henchman, ' :

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) PROTEST AGAINST UNITSD STATES TARIFF
PROPOSALS. In an apparent effert te reduce pressure en Cuba's
GAIT negotiating team at Geneva, the Acting Minister of State
summoned Embassy efficials last week fer the purpese of inferming
them that Cuba will resist firmly any United States effort toward
raising its duty en liquid sugar through GATT Article 28 neget-
iatiens, that Cuba will net grant tariff cencessions te obtain a
United States reduction in molasses duty, and that Cuba will
insist en retentien of its full margin ef preference if a
molagses duty reductien is previded te other countries.,

e T

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment. Strpns Cuban presentatien ef
these matters apparently reflects a fear that Cuba's privileged
pesitien in the United States sugar market may be curtailed net

“only by legislatien, but alse, altheugh admittedly te a much
smaller degree, by executive actien,

(UNCLASSIFIED) VIEWS OF CUBAN RIGE INTERESTS. Messra.
- David WINTERMANN and Geerge B, BLAIR, President and General
' Manager, respectively, of the Ameriean Rice Growers Coeperative
l - Asseciatien, arrived in Habana en March 26 fer a persenal and ’,

unefficial exchange of impressiens with efficials ef the Cuban
Rice Stabilizatien Institute, rice preducers? rapressntatives

__OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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market fer the sale of frem the twe=price system recemtly
 passed by the Jenate, d new in tho Joint JcaatO-Houuo '
conforanco, '

‘and’ oth‘ru; rolativo t&gg;fa having bBeen douisnutod a "prinary'l

They a vised tho Elbally thoy had recoivod the 1npreolion
Cybans (1) believe the twe=price system vielates GA

(2) but nevertheless, will net object te being designated
"primary" market, as thil designatien sheuld previde addi al
pretectien and impetus te lecal rice preductien; and (3) that .
regardless of any unilateral.actien taken by the Cengress of the
. United States, the Cubans will take whatever steps they deem
necessary te pretect their ewn rice industry frem the offootc
- of se-called "dumping" in the Cuban market. ,

. Paychelegical

(UNCLASSIFIED) THE STALIN MYTH. This subject centinued te
eveke censiderable press reactien. El Munde censidered the anti-
Stalin campaign the result ef a serisus internal crisis caused '
by a struggle fer pewpgr between the old scheel Cemmunists and
the newer leaders of the censelidated Seviet natien., The dictater-
ship ef the preletariat, said this paper, is beginning te lese
the ideelegical suppert ef the Russian peeple, Pueble cemmented
on the intensified campaign against Stalinism and guessed that
it would be carried eut te the bitter end against what it detected
-as censiderable internal eppesitien, Excelsier carried an
editerial en the cenfusien ameng Cemmunists abread eover this
change in Seviet pelicy. Net being Russians, fereign cemmunist.
leaders are having difficulty explaining hew the present.Seviet
leaders have turned against Stalin. This paper neted there had
been ne reactien yet frem Cemmunist China, whese leader Mae Tse
Tung is cemparable with Stalin. Avance alse cemmented en hew
the native Cuban Cemmunists wWere having difficulty swallewing the
anti-Stalin prepaganda, but ebserved that as they were used te
ebeying erders blindly they prebably weuld fall in linme.
Infermacidn, which carried three cemmentaries last week en this
suBJect, came threugh with the theery that the Seviet Army was
behind this whele campaign and that it would eventually result in
the fall of Malenkev, Meletv, Mikoyan and Khruschev himself, as
accemplices of Stalin, ~
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