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(UNCLASSIFIED) CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES. Ihe. orfer s \spend -
(*— ing eonstitutional guaran Mar 1957} ex-
pired at 2400 hours on April 15, 1957 ann ungdrie the end of
the suspension period BAT on had not \af-

fected the rights of peaceful” citizens and exp esséd the Govqrément
- feeling that terreristic activities are under éontrol.

. (CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The reestablishment of oonstitﬁt
guarantees removes one of the oppositionts main causes of compl 1nt.
The Embassy continues to hear rumors that some revolutionary

ps
have been walting for the end of the suspension period to resﬁaa
terroristic activities.
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(UNCLASSIFIED) FIDEL CASTRO. A group of some 27 newspapérmen
visited the Sierra Maestra area at the lnvitation ef the" Cuban
Governmant on April 11 and 12, 1957. They interviewed Coleonel Fedro
BARRERA, commander of the “‘Cuban Army forees epposing CASTRO, and
were taken on a tour of the area in Army jeeps; they spoke with
about 100 lecal residents who had gathered in one spot aleng the way
and found them to be in faver eof the Gevernment and against CASTRO.
Colonel BARRERA told the mewsmen that while he could not categerically
deny CASTRO's presence in the Sierra Maestra's he could state that
there had been no anti-Government armed activity in the area since
he assumed commamd of the Army forces im early February.
revealed that he had 543 men under his command, that there were some
150 undercover agents operating in the field against CASTRO, and
that Cuban Army maneuvers in the area had ineluded aerial bombardment.

(comnan) COMMENT, The newsmen were told they could go g8
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where they wanted and atay as long as they Iiked, but the trip ims
- 1in the nature of a gulded tour. The Embassy understands that mest - ¢
newsmen on the trip are of the epinion that CASTRO and his ferces are =4

8till in the Sierra Maestra mountains, though not nece:sarily in the
area the Cuban Army has attempted te seal off. ‘
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) -*aa:ssxouAL COMHITTEL. ' The . Jeint Oon-
gressienal Committee established to study peaceful solutions of Cuba's
pelitiecal preblems (HIIKA 15‘gr April 10, '1957) cempléted its hear-

- ings em April 16, 1957. ers of several Government and eppesition-
~ ist pelitiedl) growups appoured in persen befere the Committee amd
others sv ni ted prepared statememnts. .The Committee is scheduled to
_meet 1in clo ed sessioR beginning April 22, te study the opiniens ex-
- \tj ressed and to initiate the legialative aetien necessary to inplenent
' e. nnjority epinien. - L
A (CONPIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The opinions lubnitted for the Com-
mittee's censideration shoewed that there has been ne appreeiable
-change im the pesitiens ef the Government and the oppesitien: the
eppesitienats'platferms ineclude early electiens and a pelitical
amnesty while the Gevernment groups eemtinue te suppert their pre-
gram of electiens em November 1, 1958 and ne ammesty. The Embassy
eontinues to feel that it is unlikely that a. selutien acceptable to
T all will rosult from the Committee's efforts.’

(UNCLASSIFIED) ATOMIC ENERGY EXHIBIT GIVEN TO CUBA. A large
'USIS Exhibit en the peaceful applisatiens ef atemic energy was pre-
sented te the Cuban Gevermment oem April 10. The Ambassader made the °
presentatien te the Cuban Nuclear Energy Commissien, which intends
te exhibit the T7T2-panel display in the interlier and ultimately es-
tablish it as a permanent exhibitien in Habana. The brief ceremeny
received extensive publieity.

(UNCLASSIFIED) SUGAR. On April 10, the Cuban Sugar Stabiliza—

tien Institute made a direet sale to Russia, threugh the West Indiles
- Trading Cempany (Gelidetz of Leridon) ef 150,000 Spanish leng tems

of sugar at 6.12 eents per peund, f.e.b., Cuba, April-July delivery.
Russia ebtained a 24-heur optien on an additienal 50,000 tens ef sugar
at 6.25 eents per peund but did net exereise the eptien. Werld sugar
futures advanced frem 6.01 cents per peund en April 10 te 6.55 cents
per peund en April 11, and te 6.82 cents per pound by April 15.

On April 12, Tate & Lyle, British refiners, and Mendeza and
Cempany beth requested 100,000 Spanish leng tens ef sugar frem the
Cuban Sugar Stabilizatien Inatitute. Mendeza and Cempany gave Japan
as thelr tentative destinatien. The Institute veteed beth sales .
after an extremely vigerous pretest en the part of Sales Committee
members, Dr. Arture MANAS and Jerge HERNANDEZ, whe were ef the 4
opinien that such sales at this time nigﬁt endanger Cuba's reserve
supplies (less than 650,000 Spanish leng tens) held fer United States
consumptioen, if and when needed, partieularly if the current erop
dees net substantially exeeed the official 5,150,000 Spanish-leng-
ten figures. Mest sugar trade seurces still estimate the eurrent
sugar crop at semewhere between a minimum eof 5,100,000 and a maxi-
mum of 5,3Q0,000 Spanish leng tens.

r (UNCLASSIFIED) COMMENT. The possibility of "endangered U.S.
supplies” has been discussed infermally by the Ambassador wibb)t :
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o (UNOLASSIPIID) / OAL WORKERS' r:n:nar:ou Inr:nv:unn Tho
powerful Federatien ef Eleetric, Gas and Water Plants and its Habana

Previnelial Syndieate were imtervened em April ‘12, pursuant te a
Ministry ¢f Yaber Reselutiem, ealling fer (1) the suspensien frem
their effices for twe years, of Amgele COPINO Gareia, Seerstary

General ef /the Federwtion, and 16 ether tep leaders of the ledoration
and the Habana Syndieate whe suppert him; (2) the establishment of
4;?\>n previsienal geverning Beard cempesed of (a) three Mimnistry ef Laber
orfictall, 2b; three tep leaders of the Cemfederatien of Cuban Werkers
$ lcverul werkers in the eleetric plants whe are eppesed -
to corm., and (3) -the helding ef elections within the Federatin
and‘its atriliated ‘previneial syndieates within 90 days.

The Ministerial Reselutien was issued 1-ediate1y apter a neeting
-of the CTC's Natiemal Couneil whese seme 250 delegates frem threugh-
out Cuba veted, with enly ene negative ballet, te withdraw fer twe

. . years _the "trade unien rights" eof Cefifie and ecertain eof his
supperters and te ask fer an interventien ef the Federatien threugh
the means of a previsiemal geverming beard. These sanetiems were
“impesed upemn Cefifie and his rollovers for alleged "yndiseipline and
‘infraetien of CTC regulationl. -

(orrIcIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT. Imterventiem of the Eleetrical
Werkers Federatien, which has been expected for seme time, is anether
chapter in the struggle fer pewer between Mujal and Cefifie. Threugh
interventien Mujal has new apparently gained the ascenitncy ever
his stremgest rival. The Natlemal CTC Ceuncil teek enly "admemitery"
aetien in regard te Vicente RUBIERA Feite, Secretary Gemeral ef the
Telephene Werkers, anéther streng rival whem Mujal wants te replaee.

Immediate reaetien te interventien of the Electrieal Werkers
eccurred when rank-and-file Cefifieistas attempted te stage a sitdewn
en April 12. This was breken up when peliece arrested a censiderable
number (papers say ever 300) of empleyees. In spite eof warnings by
the Minister ef Laber that dismissal aetien weuld be taken a st
these engaged in slewdewns there did eceur @m April 15 and 1 slew- :
dewns in Habana and Marlamme offices and in eertailn provincial effices,.
The CTC Exeeutive met later em April 16, and decided te extend inter-
ventien preeedures te previncial cemters. The Embassy was teld that
Amade MAESTRI and three ether leaders were arrested and that an erder
- had been issued fer the arrest of Cefifie for inelting werkers te sirilke,
As of April 16, there has been ne interference reported with basic
electric, gas er water services.

PSYCHOLOGIOAL
IED) The political erisis in Jorian, and its aigni»
ficance te relt of the Near East preblem, was the fecus ef attentien
in the Cuban press. While the Jerdan ecrisis has new eased, these
editerials were written when leftist Premler Nabulsli was defyling
Hussein and the whele lituation was eenfused, Alnost 21l the p
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little state was-ereated by the British te Jjustify the existenee eof
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- the Arab Leg€lén, an instrument te maintain pelitieal ltability ameng
" 'the Arabic eeyntries. New that Britain has withdrawn frem the Middle
Eaat, these papers predieted that the tiny xinglol of Jordan is

een destined te disappear frem the map. Prensa Iibre felt the sit-
tien te be very explesive because of the difTerent ambitiens and
erees cemverging em this little country, and that much weuld depend.
oen ‘thedlattitude of the Arab legiem; undermimned by Egyptiam prepa a
and meney, and all eemplicated by the presemce of Syrigainroopl :
- Jerdan. - Diarie De La Marima called Premier Nabulsi of Mesecow"
whe alse Tépresented a powerrul natienal semtiment, and stated his
resignatieon was a serieus reverse fer Egypt, and the situatien was
precarieus. Jerdan, laid Infermacion, is a pelitical vaeuum as a
*  result ef the eustimg of GIWDD, British head of the Arab Legiem, with
. . Jerdan's meighbers, seme backed by the USSR, new maneuvering te meve
in fer the kill. This paper felt the Jerdan erisis te be a real test
for the Eisemhewer Dectrine simee it is really a result ef Seviet
penetration in the Near East, and the Seviets new seem te be in a
hurry. One can new sece, centinued this paper, hew very difficult it
is te fill the vaeuum left by England in the Near East; and that
the U.S., in spite eof the nlenhwer Doetrine, has net’ yet round the
right peliey te maintain atability '
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Atems: " R.G.Cushing
Sugar: C.E. Davis
Laber: J.F.Correll
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