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No. 67k American Embass
Habana, Cuba, September 1;

RESTRICTED
Subject: Reaction in Cuba to reported detention Gf ex,

Army Chief of Staff Genovevo ‘Perez.Damera. apon
his arrival at Miami August 2 19&90 :

OFFIGE oF
i AMERIGAR REPUBLIE AFFAIAS
The Honorable ;
The Secretary of State, j SEP 9-194g
Washington. ! : 7é{A éﬁ}w
. e
Sir: o "”””’fﬁﬂﬂw#d»mw_.

I have the honor to report that press accounts 0@ the
holding of ex-Cuban Army Chief of Staff Genovevoe PEREZ
Damera and his wife and daughter {(&ge seven] by the
Immlgrat&on and Naturalization Service at Miami, Florida,
for a Board of Speecial Inguiry upon their arrival at that
port on August 27, came as disturbing news to the Cuban
Government which had supplied them with diplomatic pasge &
ports for the journey, o

The Fereign Minister spoke to Mr. ELBRICK on this sub-
Jject on August 29, stating that the President of the
Republiec had inguired whether something might not be done
Lo agsist ex~General Perez, the impression among Cuban
officials being that he was actually being held under
det.ention by the United States immigration authorjities.

The Foreign Minister was informed that the Embassy doubted.
General Perez was under detention but that possibly the :

dmmigretion authorities had requested Perez to present

himself at the immigration office on Monday. for a further
investigation or for & decision in his case. It was
stated , however, that the Embassy would endeaver to as-
certain the status of his case.

This matter was taken up immediately by Mr, Elbrick
with the Department of State by telerhone. He spoke to
Mr. Bugene DESVERNINE, the Cuba desk officer, who later
informed him that Perez and his family had been permitted
1o enter the United States and expected to proceed to o
Washington. This informetion was at once glven to Minister
HEVIA who expresssed considerable relief.

Cuban press reaction to Perez' reported detention has
been varied, although the general theme has been that than
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t“at accorded him when he arrived as a privaﬁe
?he Habana newgpapar Alerta of August 29 publis

detained Genoveve befause he was not the’
wisaed passport. That is what one could call the
*jailer jailed® or the Trelativity of things h ma
Yesterday he entered and left Yankee territory w
kinds of honors, hundreds of soldiers worked on.
everything was gratis for the powerful Chief of - S
and now, in a few hours, he must pay for whatever he.
ceives like the most modest recrult at Columbia." Jw“'

The Communist newspaper Hoy ef August 30 publisﬁed a
cartoon showing Ferez arriving at Miami airport holdi
aleft a sign with the legend: "I am &, friend of the'
Americans, 1 persecuted labor, etc., eté.” 3@ction'twe
of the cartoon shows an angry Uncle Sam booting Perez’
out of the country. Editorial comment in the same news=
paper referred to Perez as the "ridiculous, obese, Marshal‘
of the Caribbean®. It mentioned the existence- of a
gentlemen®s agreewent whereby any Cuban citizen/ Mexcept=
ing those known for democratic and progressive ideas™ could
visit the United States without a passport, but that the-
agreement had no value for the ex-Chief of the Army, which
meant that the ex~General and his family received worse
treatment than de many other visitors of less rank or who
are simply anonymous. 1t stated that Genovevo -had humiliated
himself hefore the Lords of the North, declaring himself an
anti. Communist and placing his Army at the dispésition of
the Yerkee war lords. It listed & series of a?leged crimes
comritted by Perez, implying that these were committed ab
the behest of United States agents and stating that none of
these was of any use to Perez since the Unijed States,
fellewed ite old custom of mistreating its lackeys dfter: )
a&ey sre no longer of any use, adding that whenever one -
of.thege ™national traitors falls in disgrace®™ the United
States lets him go "like a hot potato™. The article "re-
minds others who mightseek to ingratiate themselves with
the United States that when thelir usefulness has ceased, § \R
they sre tossed aside without ceremony', :

Prenss Libre of fugust 31 published an editorial,
signed by 1ts director Sergio CARBO. stating that Peres,
arriving at ¥iami as a private citizen, had beén detained
by the authoritles there. It explained that Uncle Sam
required strict cbservance ¢f his laws and that no one
can enter the United States for more than twenty-nine days
if he is nct the bearer of the requirsd visa, unless he
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is 2 high foreigu dignitary Qroceeding
or an acecredited diplomat, It added that' Ge
a "nobody™ to Uncle Sam from the moment h
the moral bwing Mmen should take care of

zhove tke ofilwxal position which. is fleeti 3
cumstantial™, Carbd stated that many official
the respect of others for an offitial position &as an
dication of their personal charm, finding. out whiq
position was lost that there was ncthing to fall be
that only men with great talent and héart could d
real friendships and that - Genovevo did mot beldng
privileged caste. He recalled Perez! pride on rel
an autographed copy of CGeneral Risenhower'!s hoo.
his referring repeatedly to "my friend Fisenhower
realizing that General Hisenhower had-{ransmit 4 hi
not to FPerez but to the Army Chief of Staff. .The editori
ended: "Ie not the case of Gencvevo 1amentable¢”'

While this Embassy fully appreciates the heavy respon
sibility of the United States Immigration Service in “its
applicotion of the immigration laws and regulations,. it
fortunate frem the point of view of friendly relations:
that the Perer Tamily was penxltted to enter the United
States sin~e unfaverable action in his case would have been
interpreted Here as "hitting a men when he is dow an i
impression which would have been most uwnfortunateé aspecmaIM
ly view cf the fast that Perez as Cuban Army Ghie% of Staff
was invariably friendly and cooperative in his deallngs -
with the United $tate$¢ o

Respectfully TOUrs .

¥Yor the Chargé diAffaires 8.i.: . 72 .. 777 f
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Eari T, Crain - '
First Secrstary of Embassy \\
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Removal of Cuban Chief of St&ffa

CRB - Mr, Desvernina

ARA -~ Mr. Barber
DRA , :
American Embassy, Habana (informally)
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Mr, Hannifin, from the local Time Magaszine of
has informed me that he had a lengthy interviey ster&ay
with Tformer Chief of Staff, General Genovevo Perez, at
the Shoreham where Pérez 13 staying with hls party.
Mr. Hannifin said that the interview was unpproductive slnee
Pérez very deftly parried all controversial questiong and -
aaid nothing of particular gignificance., The General
impressed Hannifin as in & very happy frame of mind, and
he is apparently living in luxury at the Shoreham whare he
has several rooms and Mr, Hannifin was able %0 obgserve
several bottles of champagne on a table, o

vl

In the course of said convavsation, Mr, Hann3figAmen-
tioned the fact that two U.S. ssrvice attachés were rke

at Cludad Milltar in the early morning hours of A

Pérez waved this matter aside as wholly without aggg [

He said that both Colonel Glenn and Colonel BchafféP were

yery good friends of his; that the Cuban militery always

kept in close and cordial contact with the U.S. military
yttachés, and that, whemever anything of importance occurred
n the Cuban Army, it was customary %o c¢all the U,S. military

:dttachés and even invite them over im order to give them <l
‘full information. The presence of the two American attachés
‘gn this occasion, in the opinion of Pérez, was in conrormity
f@ith general routine practice,
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The General alpo poﬁhpoahe& the rumol.
Mr, Hannifin preferred, based on a press »
in & Habana dally, that the Genera had béen
negotiations with Trujille. Pérez sald thers
foundation in this at all and that the press’
this effect only proves that there 1s'a complete
press in Cuba. The General was non-committal &a;_
plana. s o

Mr. Hannifin also lntervibwed Ambassador ﬁaﬁg’y
day and the Ambassador explained the removal of Pére
the following manner?

The officers of th@ Cuban Army had baaame 1ner"

hostile to Pérez because of the latter's grafting ast
This hostility had grown %o such & point that there
serious danger of & coup on the part of the Army officer
against Pérez or even an attempt on his life., The Presldsnt
became aware of this and pealized that such action would be:
highly dangerous inasmuch as such & coup might also disturd
the constitutionsl order and the President's own poaition,
He, therefore, digmissed Pérez in order to save him from
such a fate and to remove & possible source of danger %o
himself,

The Ambassedor also dismigsed the report that th$
removal of Pérez was tied up fto alleged negotiations with .
ij 13.10 o






