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dent:h.l Palace during the week endging April 6th. On April 5th alone = ° '
Rbresiton:Aoudé /Fa P

Leader Euseblio MUJAL, Senator Maria GOMEZ Carbemell, City Councilman a
Pedro ALOMA and David GRILLO. Police and soldiéers were stationed on <
the surrounding rooftops to guard against trouble and especially o |
against possible sniping at BATISTA but there weee no incidents of O
~ importance at the Palace. Unidentified persons tried to cause panic R
by placing 50 caliber bullets inside mattresses in hotels in the —

- was at lea.st one explosion the pel:lce ealily controlled the 'ituation. N
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‘thoroughly planned and well organized. ILarge newspaper advertise-

numbers of their followers who would gather at the Palace to be .
counted. There was no apparent pressure on labor, but Cuban Govern-
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‘Kﬁmms'm. Representations from
ors followed one another to the Presi-

lled-se~repudiate the March 13th attack against the |
Palace and to express their satisfaction that the assassination . =
attempt had failed. Climax of the week's events was the monster
demonstration of April 7th when approximately 150,000 persons --
estimates ran from 100,000 to 300,000 -- from Habana and the interior,
some from the easternmost end of the island, gathered in the square be-
fore the Palace to pay tribute to BATISTA. The President was accom-
panied by his wife, his oldest children, and members of the Cabinet.
He spoke briefly, as did Vice President Rafael GUAS INCLAN, Labor

Palace area and setting the mattresses on fire, but although there =

, (CONPIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The visits to the Palace by representa- , o
tives of the economic sectors were not spontaneous (WEEKA 14, April

3, 1957). Another source has confirmed that the persons who called s
on BATISTA not only were discreetly advised to do so but ‘their names O
were carefully recorded at the Palace. The rally of April Tth was g’

ments appeared urging the people to attend and thousands of dollars N
were spent on transportation to get the people to and from the Palace :
Politicians made boastful statements to the press concerning the g

ment employees were told to be there -- their names were checked off g -
at gathering points -- and at least one private firm was told to sends
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 a delegati lotaxng signiffcant was said Ly the. |p..korl at the |
- rally; [ gortanee of the gathering was mainly psycholegical.
‘It showed: ;- BATISTA, in spite of opposition charges that the
majority of the people are against him and that he is unable to main-

tain law and order, can still command ‘a terrific turmout. The rally
é;?\%ll a demonstration of might and control rather than a vote of con-

1dence, but its very size could not fall to impress the oppouition

al»welg as the uncommitted and- pol;tioally apathetic masses. ’

O(UNCLASSIFIED) JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE. The Joint Con-

greslional Commlttee eatablished to study peaceful solutions of
Cuba's political problems agreed on its administrative procedures and
heard its first witness on April 8th. The witness was Autentico
leader and former President Ramon GRAU San Martin who expressed con-

~ . fidence in the outcome of the committee'’s efforts and stated his
group's platform, which includes general elections in November, 1957,
restoration of constitutional guarantees, reestablishment of the 1943
. electoral code and a political ammesty. Jose PARDO Llada, of the
National Revolutionary Party (PNR), appeared om April 9th and told
the committee that the PNR want establishment of effective guarantees,
including a political amnesty, and general elections at the earliest
possible date. The Executive Council of the Ortodoxo Party -- former-
ly headed by the late Pelayo CUERVO Navarro -- has stated it will
not appear before the committee. Dr. Manuel DE VARONA and Dr. Jose
R. ANDREU, leaders respectively of the unregistered factionsbf the
Autentico and Democratic parties, alto informed the connittee they

~would not appear to testify.
(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The committee is still receiving

heavy press coverage and there are almost dalily statements of
optimism by some and of pessimism by others. Many Govermment leaders
have insisted recently that there can be no question of an; amnesty -
at this time, that the present troubles spring largdy fron the last
amnesty granted by the Govermment in 1954, The Embassy colmtinues to
feel that it is unlikely that a solution acceptable to all will re-
sult from the committeets efforts. ,

(UNCLASSIFIED) ANTI-COMMUNIST CONGRESS POSTPONED The Anti- -~
Communist Congress scheduled to be held in the Capitol on April 14,
and 15, 1957 has been postponed for approxinately one nonth. v

(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The Embassy understands that the
Congress, initlially proposed by Senator Rolando MASFERRER, may be
postponed indefinitely. Minister of the Interior REY has informed an
officer of the Embassy that plans for the Congress will remain in
abeyance until the CTC (Cuban Confederation of Iabor) decides to
_sponsor it. The Embassy believes that in view of its many differences
with Masferrer the GQC maLy delay its decision for some time,
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(UNOLAIIIIIID) GAR, Cuban -ug.r production through Maren 31

1957 was 3,577,937 Spanish long ‘tons of sugar and 159,231, 39 all
of blackstrap molasses. This compared to a production ef lhb
Spanish/long toms of sugar and 145,268,806 gallons of bllokltrlp
molasases the sam¢ date last yenr. while production through March
31, has inoreased 354,000 tons over 1955, it should be remembered
that the 1957 erep is, to all intents and purposes, unlimited while
the 1956 Cuban sugar crop was. restricted to 4,600,000 Spanish long
ton§ Currently the 42 mills which have stopped grinding report
vthe r productiou to be 60 ooo tons under their authorized quotas.

: (UNCLASSIFIED) RICE. . Although no publio announcement has been -
made the Cuban Minister of Commerce, through April 1, 1957, has '
authorized additional imports eof lew-duty rice in the amount of
163,000 bags. Of this amount, approeximately 130,000 bags had Leen
shipped. This increase is in addition to the 3,298,500 bags of -
low-duty rice authorized each rice-quota year, which ends June 30.
Sources close to the Embassy advise they expect that a minimum of
265,000 peckets of low-duty rice will be authorized during the
current rice-quota year.

rSYCHOLOGICAL
(UNCLASSIFIED) Once again it was Suez and the Middle East

- that, more than any other single internatioenal subject, occupied the
attention of Cuban editorialists during the past week. ‘

Both Pueblo and Informacidn commented on Nasser's statement
to visiting U.S. editers that both the Suez and Agaba waterways are
in Egyptian territory and that Israel would not be allowed to use
the canal. Whether just or unjust, stated Informacfon, Egypt has
- this sovereign right; but she alse has an obligation te the UN,
which stopped the attack against her, to strive for a peaceful solu-
tion to the Palestine problem. This paper concluded pessimistically
that only a magic fermula’ could now solve the complex problem of the
Middle Egst. _

A

Pueblo, in commenting on Nasser's statement, sald there lhould
now be no doubt teward whose side Nasser was leaning. As to
Nasser's statement that the U.S. was trying te starve the Egyptianl
while the Soviet Unlion was trying to help them, rueblo said that
‘while this was obvieus propaganda for Soviet cons umption, never

.~ before had Nasser so openly showed his pro-Soviet sympathies.

Alerta commented that the Suez and the Miédla East are one ;
problem, and for a lasting solutien all the conflicts in the area
must be considered tegether. The same pressure that was applied on

Israel which resulted ln her withdrawal could now be applied to
Egypt to get her te resalve fairly the Suez problem, stated this ’
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, the canal was dealt with in a cemmentary by
"It is doubtful that sueh a warming will result in .
making greater demands en Caire, felt this paper, as 1t
‘ pelicy te win ever as many Arabic ceuntries as pessible.

~= .

. - (UNCLASSIPIED) The fellewing change of assignments in the Cuban ~
Army ware effected by Decree signed by President Batista on 9 April
- 1957: Brig. Gen. Martin DIAZ y T was relieved as Commander of

Rural Guard Regiment No. 1 "MACRO", 4t Santiago de Cuba and appeinted .
new Commander ef the 7th Army Regiment "MAXIMO GOMEZ" at La Cabana

Fertress in Habana; Brig. Gen. Pedre RODRIGUEZ y Avila was relieved

as Adjutant Gemeral of the Cuban Army and mamed new Commander eof
‘Rural Guard Regiment Ne. 1 "MACEO"; Brig.Gen. Iuis ROBAINA y Piedra
was relieved as Inspecter Gemeral of the Army and appeimted Adjut-
ant General; Colemel Juile SARCHEZ y Gémez was relieved as Command-
er of Tth Army Regiment "MAXIMO GOMEZ" and designated Commander of

1 Guard Regiment Ne. 5 "MARTI" im Habana, replacing Celenel

se SOGO y Hernandez whe was relieved as Commander of Rural Guard
Regiment No. 5, and assigned te the Adjutant General's effice of the
Army in Ciudad Militar. (Official Use Only) Note: Cuban Army advises

(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. DIAZ y Tamaye's tramnsfer has been
expected sinee trouble began in Santiage de Cuba en 30 Nevember

- 1956. His actiens en and since that date seémed te please the

Santiagueres but net the Army General Staff. RODRIGUEZ y Avila will
prebably be a ruthless Commander in Oriente and 1s net expected te
deo much te endear the BATISTA regime in the hearts ef the natives
there. The ether transfers mentioned are net tee impertamt. -

NAVY

(UNCLASSIFIED) CHANGES IN KEY POSTS. The Officlal Gazette of
9 April 1957 published the fellewing personnel transfers: CDR Cesar
DOCAMPO Garcia 1s relieved as Chief of Naval Aviatien and 1z erdered
a8 Chief of the Oriente Naval Pistriet with Headquarters in Santiage
de Cuba replacing Capt. Marie RUBIO Eare. Capt. RUBIO, in turn, £ 4
takes ever Naval Aviatien frem Cdr. DOCAMPO. Capt. Reberte
COMESANAS Redriguez is relieved as Chief ef the Nerth Naval District
with Headquarters in Habama by Capt. Nicelas CARTAYA GemeZz whe is

- presently the Cuban Naval Attaché te Mexice. Capt. COMESANAS re-

lieves Capt. Jeaquin P. VARELA Canesa as Cpief ef the Seuth
District with Headquarters at Cienruego:.ch o Ha.v‘a.lﬁr ;

t‘”u(\'o' will 'uot‘iiﬁo satisfied wntil i-r mpal . .
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cOMMK? Thono chnngol censtitute a oolplotc :
"shake-up" in Naval District Cemmanders. Capt. NAS was fermerly

the Chiar of “the Seuth Naval District in Cienfuege roh 1952-March
1955). On/several eccasiens he teld the Naval Attuoh that he much

. prororio that pest te- - the ene in Habana. On 20 March the Naval ‘
Attach “leng cenversatien with Capt. CARTAYA whe was en leave

from Mexice City. There was ne mentien ef a transfer although it was
ascertained that CARTAYA's r.-11; ‘had returned te Cuba with him. -
There had been rumers ef a "swap" between the Chiefs ef the Nerth and
Seuth Naval Districts. Howevar, the actual change invelving these

. tWe commands was net a "swap". The transfers of Capt. RUBIO and
Cdr.. DOCAMPO came as a cemplete surprise. Capt. RUBIO has been Chief
. of the -Oriente Naval District since Octeber 1953 but it was net cen-
sidered likely that he weuld be transferred due te the treubled
conditien in Oriente. He was the "streng man" whe was sent dewn te
‘take ever the Navy Cemmand in Oriemnte after the attack en Mencada
Barracks in 1953. Capt. RUBIO is net a Naval Aviater. CDR. DOCAMPO

> has been Ghief of Naval Aviatien fer enly nine menths. ' He has been

very upset since the less of a Cuban Navy PBY last week. There were
rumers that he weuld be relieved of Naval Aviatien fer medical reasens..

- His transfer te command of the Oriente Naval District will mest like-
ly result in a premetien te the rank ef Captain.
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Centributers:

Pelitical: H.A. Lagassé
- Sugar & Rice: C.E. Davis _
Psychelegical: R.S. Bryan é

Army; Lt. Cel. J.E., Treadway

CC: AMEmbassies, Ciudad Trugillo and Pert-au-Prince; Amcihsulaﬁey, -
Santiage de Cuba; MA(T NA(S), AA(Q;. | :
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