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(UNCLASSIFIED JOINT OO SSIONAL COMMITTEE. The Joint Con-
gressienal Commbisest xed Ny Rstudy-pesstble selutiens eof the Cuban
‘pelitical orisis centinues to receive foremost press attention. The
-committee is debating its administrative procedures and expects teo
start its hearings later this week. It is understeoed that no regular
sessiens eof Cengress will be held during the next twe weeks er seo te
lessen the pessibllity of interference with the committee'!s hearings.
There are reperts that varieus eppesitionist groups, such as the
National Revelutionsry Party and factions of the Ortodexe Party, will
attempt te reach seme joint agreement on the epiniens te he exfiressed
by thelr representatives when they appear befere the committee.
Goevernment Cengressional leaders continue to express eptimism as to
the outcome of the committeels deliberations. On March 24, 1957
representatives of some 25 important prefessienal, civie, religieus
and cultural groups -- peinting eut thelr lack ef pelitical metivatien
-- published a signed statement expressing herrer at the turn te
vielenee on the part of Cuban yeuth, concern abeut the deterieratien
of Cuba's pelitical, secial and cultural situatien, and hepe that a
peaceful selutien will be reached. The first reaction frem the Gevern-V
ment came in a statement from Minister of the Interier Santiage REY
whe inferred that the statement sheuld have cendemned acts ef vielence
against the Gevernment and indicated that such c¢ivic greups sheuld
leave the search fer a pelitical selutien te the Jeint Cengressienal
Conmittee. On April 1, 1957 it was anneunced that a c¢iviec greup frem
Santa Cﬁara had issued 4 statement simllar te the ene published
March 24th.

(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The pelitical situatien remains a matter
of deep concern te mest Cubans. The Jeint Cengressienal Cemmittee has’
the best wishes eof all but it dees net' 'yet appear that the Gevernment
is prepared te medify its decisien te held electiens in November, 1958
and net te grant an amnesty -- these have been the main peints ef
disagreement between the Gove;nment and the eppesit ts, whe appear
equally unylelding. Santiage REY's statgngnt was ‘offtunate. The
Gevernment 1eaders in the Congress have tated againkaqs again that
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orislis and that they stand ready  te hear opiniens frem all secters
» even the revelutienary greups..- REY's statement
gt ¢utside interest is net welceme and that the search
for a selutien sheuld be left te the prefessienal peliticians, whe
are better nble te - lpeak for the peeple thun are the‘

SIFIED) TERRORISTIC ACTIYITIES. dovérnnent seourity

‘roroel scevered several impertant arms caches during the past week,

ene of which repertedly centained arms and explesives werth $300,000

‘When asked en March 30th whether he theught there wese many mere

1llegal arms in Cuba, BATISTA indicated he felt - $10 millien werth
might have been smuggled inte Cuba -- basing this en an admissien

* by fermer President Carles PRIO Secarras abeut three years age that

he had purchased $5 millien werth then and his estimate that PRIO
has purchased anether $5 millien werth since. BATISTA added that
the rebels had eneugh arms in Cuba te take ever the ceuntry “but
that they lacked the suppert ef the peeple. He stated that the
Gevernment pelicy ef helping fester teurism by net delaying passengers
fer a cemplete baggage check had made it easy fer rebels te smuggle
arms inte the ceuntry.

(QFFICIAL USE ONLY) ‘COMMENT. An Embassy efficer whe met an -
inceming relative at Habana's Internatienal Airpert since March 30th
reperts that the custems autherities seem te be. searching baggage
mere thereughly than befere. Of ceurse, mest ef the arms have been
breught in by ether means, either by false marking ef crates. and

bexes and cennivance of custems efficlals, er by clandestine landing;g

en Cuba's leng and epen ceast.

(UNCLASSIFIED) FIDEL CASTRO. Reperts cencerning Fidel CASTRO =

and the "26th ef July" Mevement are cenfusing. On March 13th
Secretary te the Presidency Andres DOMINGO y Merales del Castille
gave the Reman Cathelic Archbishep eof Santiage de Cuba every assur-
ance of the Gevernment's ceeperatien in his attempts te reach the

~ three American yeuths missing frem their Guantmname Bay Naval Statien

[

hemes since early February and generally presumed te have jelned
CASTRO and his ferces. There have been several recent reperts ef
arrests of Cuban yeuths trying te make theilr way threugh the Cuban

Army lines te Jein CASTRO in the Sierra Mag¢stra meuntains. On March |

25th a Habgna news magazine edlter rated brief headline: attentien
when he reperted he had travelled threugheut the Sierra Maestra area

and that CASTRO was net there. Then on March 30th BATISTA teld news-

men that CASTRO and the "26th ef July greup were net in the Sierra
Maestra meuntains.

/ te reach a 'oiutibn te tho politioal 1'
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l_ " (CONPIDENTIAL) COMMENT ght hnvo boon,norc aocurnto for |
BATISTA to haye said thgt the cﬁban Army had been unable to see or to ,
capture " The reasoned conclusion of our 1ntolllg¢noe services .
is that his men -- exact number unknown -- are in the B

erra Maestra mountains™ though possibly not in the area the Army »
ims to have cordoned off. The Cuban Army detachment pursuing eAsmo

hag not been disbanded and there appears to be every reason to be-

lieve t the Government is not as convineced CASTRO 1s not there as

- the )?e dent's press ltatelent would seem to 1ndieate.

| (UNCLASSIFIED) DELEGATIONS CALL ON BATISTA. Delegations repre- I
senting the hacédndadgs (sugar produoers), the colonos (sugar cane 1.
growers), the Veterans of the Cuban Army of ILiberation, the bankers,

. and the cre (Cuban Confederation of Labor) called on President

BATISTA during the past week to express their repudiation of the

" March 13th attack against the Presidential Palace and thelr satis-

faction that he and his family emerged unscathed. - - , - “\\

(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The Embassy has heard that Ministers
of the Government have contacted various civie groups and have dis-
creetly suggested they send such delegations to the Palace. It 1is
understood that a delegation of Cuban Industrialists and another
from the American Chamber of COmmerce in Cuba are scheduled to make
"calls soon.

(UNCLASSIFIED) NEW CUBAN TV NETWORK. A third Cuban television
network went on the air April 1, an outgrowth of the failure of
Televisidn Nacional. The equipment of Televisién Nacional was pur- =
chased by a group of investors including Goar Mestre, owner of the - |
important CMQ-TV network. The new network, CMEF-TV, began with out-
lets in Habana, Matanzas, Santa Clara, and Camaguey, and by July will |
have added Holgufn and Santiago. CMEF-TV plans heavy usage of 1
films, including those from USIS. ‘ ’ ‘ {

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) SUGAR. On March 28, the Cuban Government
decreed that all wages and salaries for Cuban sugar labor should
agaln be calculated at the basic 4.96 cents per English pound of
Sugar. . N . \ .

SOFFICIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT. With the current average price |
around 5.15 cents per pound, f.o.b., Cuba, the early decision of the
Government to increase the wage level may have been due in part to

the desire of C.T.C. and Government officilals to offset the demands
of radical labor leader and Congressman from Las Villas Conrado
BECQUER for inereased participation of labor in the 1ncone derived
from the sale of the 1957 sugar crop. ‘
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"~sszrxxn) ELECTRICAL WORKERS ATTEMPT CTC WITHDRAWAL. The
>uneil of the Labor Pederation of Electric, Gas and Water

' Plants voted on Margh 28, to disaffiliate from the CTC, charging
C leadership with repeatéd provocation and continuous dis-

the top
regard for the Federation's rights and autonomy. The Council's
decision which was to have been subject to a referendum hal been,

»Adeq;ared null and void by the Minilter of Lubor.i
e (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT. . Immediate caule of the Council's‘ ‘

action wWas the recent endorsement by the CTC Executive Committee of

& Ministry of Labor decree and resclution aimed at preventing Couuun% .

ist infiltration of public service companies (by prior screening of
.candidates for employment) and which the Electric Plant workera
strenuously oppose (See Weeka 13). _ }

PSYCHOLOGICAL

(UNCLASSIFIED) The Middle East situation, partieularly as it

wag affected by the Bermuda Conference and the announcement that the

United States would join the Bagdad Pact, was once agaln the pre-

- dominant international topic in the Cuban press. INFORMACION felt

that nothing concrete was agreed on at Bermuda in regard to the Near
East problem except that Britain agreed to go along with the Eisen-

hower doctrine, which had already been firmly established before the

meeting ever took place. The U.S. joining of the Bagdad Pact

did not mean mubkh, according to this paper, at least militarily, but
politically it may help to fortify the Eisenhower doctrine.' In con-
trast AVANCE considered the Bermuda conference of "extraordinary
importance"” and one which produced agreements of rar-reach1n§ sig-
nificanse, DAIRIO DE LA MARINA criticized the "Great Powers", par-
ticularly the UlS., for their allegedly wavering policy in the Near
East. By stopping the military action, sald this paper, the U.S.
was obligated to seek a solution to the basic problems of the area,
and the simple offering of guarantees to these countries will not
suffice. ALERTA, on the other hand, believed that the U.S. deeision
to participate in the Military Committee of the Bagdad Pact will
have important repercussions, particularly in strengthening the
morale of the member nations, although no doubt it will antagonize
‘India whose traditional enemy, Pakistan, 1s a member state. PUEBLO
felt the Bermuda conference only made more evident the divergent
policlies of Britain and the U.S. in the Suez issue, while. Excelsior
felt the conference succeeded in reuniting these two countries who
had separated over a situation in the Middle East created by the
Kremlin.

(UNCLASSIFIED) MaJor Andres PEREZ-CHAUMONT y Altuzarra, ferme

Iiaison Officer of the Cuban Army for Foreign Military Attaches 1n

ba, has been designated to substitute Lt. Col. Juan a. ESTEVE
y Maymir as Military Attache lex atemala, Honduras; and El
Salvador, with residence 1n México 01;j, efifective 20 March 1957

RN T o . From Jh.hua. RPN
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7{ per presidential decres | 05.  Major PEREZ-CHAUMONT departed tor]
his new assignment 1 April 1957; new polition for Lt. Col 'ESTEVEZ :
y lnylir has not been pu 1ilhcq

Major bge LE SANTE, ror-erly svecnd in command of the Opera-
- tions Sec »/ @=3; Cuban Army General Headquartera, replaceu Major .
PIRIS-CHAUM ‘as !ore&gn Lialson Ofricer. '

= N;VY

\A(uyCLASSIrIED) CUBAN PBY LOST. On 1 April 1957 a Cuban Navy
!BY crashed into the. sea near Cabanas, Pinar del Rio Province. The
airerift_took off from the Naval Air Station, Mariel, at 1515 on a

" routine patrol flight and reportedly fell at 1530. The reason for
the accident is not known at this time. Of the crew of seven, only:
one enlisted man survived. He was picked up by a fishing vessel.

* The pilot of the 1ll-fated aircraft was Alferez de Navio (LTJG) -

. Remberto PEREZ FONTICIELLA; the co-pllot was Alferez de Fragata (ENS

Felipe A. DIP Laquis. The Cuban Navy has dispatched vessels and air-

craft to search for the wreckage and other survivors but as of this
date the search has not been successful.

(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The aircraft which was lost was a
PBY-5A No. 70. This aircraft was the best of the four PBY's be-

longing to the Cuban Naval Air Arm. Under MAP this aircraft was pro-

- vided in August 1956 from U.S. Navy "mothball® storage to replace a
Cuban PBY that was beyong economlic repair. ENS DIP recently gradu-

atéd from U.S. Navy Air Training at Pensacola and Corpus Christi. He

htd some difficulty in qualifying as a Naval Aviator because of
ysical reasons but finally was graduated agter a delay of several
/r/nonths. _ O T .

d (UNCLASSIFIED) CUBAN CANDIRKTES FOR US NAVAL ACAMEMY ExAMINED.
Examinations have been administered by the Office of the Naval
Attaché to determine eligivility and to select one Cuban boy for
entrance into the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolls in 1957. Sgwvén
canddates :were clivilians and nine cadets of the Cuban Merchant
Marine School. Only eight of the boys completed the examination..
Cuba already has two midshipmen now stidying at Annapolls,
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Contributors- POL: HALagaase 1 _ S

JLTepping A
TV Network: RGCushing
Sugar: C.E.Davis
Labor: J.F.Correll
- Army- ‘Lt.Col. J.E Treadway
*Navy: Lt. Cmdr. L.Krisel ' .3
:  AMEMBASSIES, Ciudad TruJillo and Port-au-Prince; AmConsulate,
Santiago; MA(T) NA(:), IA(Z) . o






