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C .,', (UNCLASSDIED) ~IALo'M.A~_ ,~ _ '. j;Juat atter , ']; 2O!il g 
, n March 131 19571 ~~mitely ~~·a 4 men att~.ke4 the Preal- ~ 
clential "Palace. ' '!'he attackers blaate ---way-~te the bu1lting & 

d. eveatually reach the second tle r. Presi~tBATISTA, hi. c+ 

wlte anC their yeungeat aen, and Secretary. ~~ preaJ.c1ency AIldrea 0 

DOMINGO ~ M rales del Castille w~-!!~,~hese 10 the Palace at 
the tl.e. There waa some tight1ng w1 thin the Palace but by ab.ut 
4 P~M. the ~ttackers had been 4r1veR eut ot the bU1l6tqg. toek 
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refuge lnnea;rby bUildinga ,but were not able te hel. th~.e pea1 tiena OJ 
',~' ng. Co1ncl.ent with the attack againat the Palaee a gr.up .t ~ 

J armed men lea by J a' Ant.n1e ECHEVERRIA, Preaident 01' the lPe4eratien 0 

of Un! veral ty Stuclentil (PEU) -- ad leng sought by CUba pelice t I' o hls anti-Gevemment acti vi tie. --toek 'ever a lecal raelle .tatlen 
'and rerce4 theanneuncer te read · a statement that BATISTA and Army 
Chief ,et . ltatt TABERNILLA ha4 been ldllea and the Geve~at ever-
thrMm. '1'hey maae ether revolutl nary aRnetmcement. bet.re the sta­
ti.n _8 cut otf the air by anel1pleyee. Aa the arme4 ' g~oup ,le.tt 
the ratie atatlen eBe or thelr three car. became lnvolved 1ft a gun­
right w1 th ' a pellee raUe car al)d. "ECHEVERRIA waa 'k1l1ed; the relt 
prellUDtably made their way t. the Un1versity et 'Habana or t. the 

, tJR1versity He.p1tal. At abeut 5 P.M. Oeverrunent terces seized. the 
Unl vera" ty aDd H •• pi:tal, and 1 twas reperte. that arm. were found 'in 
the H •• plta~. By about 5:30 P ••• all et the attack ra wheha. net 
manage t. escape -- anel 1 t la Rot kIle1fR how many tid ' e.c~pe -- baa 
apparently ,been k1lle. aBel oMer reatere.. The.eacl mel_e. 
Me-nelae MORA Meral • • , termer repreaeatatlve an leng-ti. '.ppea1tien ... 
i .. ,t., ' who lea the attack agalnat the Palae~\ . Peter KOftJ!JmA, an . 
America teurlat tNII Clitten,New Jerley., waa ldllecl when hI. "e 
at the Hetel Regia. near the Palace~ . ,.a. apray-ea by guntlre &urlRg 
the attack; . waret :slf:l1:a,, _ Amer1ean \f~ ~art1~1.,New Jersey l 1the 
was in the reem 1f1th KORENDA I was 1ri3~.~ .al~tly. F.11_tr1Jlg the 
a ttaek the Chler .r the NatleRal Pe11ce recemme,nded tl'lat per.ens 
p,e_in 1nA.ora a t nigl)t and all m111ta.l"Y per:a.rinel we~ a~~rt~a. 
~y ;,er the eity"a priva te .oil.~',.; ~ell~ ~'t tt'hur"ay ~.~, Jse.e 
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ACTION , COpy - DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
The action o1llce must return this permanent record COl>yto 'bC/RfI~es r.ylth anendorsement,of action taken. 
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. r-:. 1 a'O~~; ·~"'''IhPr1tar-\ . o.-a~Olal a1rpart. 1n Habana wa~ 
ole •• C te 0. ' ng a ' eutse1ng traffi0 t re 3:45 P. M • • n March 13 
te 6.A.M. " 't .,14th. By Pr1"y, Marol') 15" the 11ght' tank. whioh ' 
ha. oe.e treCaap Celu.bia te help t,tent tbe ' ralaoewere with- . 

~wn an , exoept fer increa... gua~., areund ' the 'alao , " the, 01 t y 
ap e.re. bac¥ te nermal. It wa. a e,unoe4lthat .. apprexj ... tely 40 . 
pe ,ena; 1nolwl1ng ,rebel. an .. G:fvernaent teroe., tie. 1n the ' , 

_ ~h~1ng. en Mar h 13. On March 16' ~ATISTA teld new •• en that t he 
Geve~ent ,~" haC a~yance net~ce tha~ the attack waa be1ng planned 
an4 that -tht. 1nter.at1en ha. enable. 1eyal terce. te pertectp1an. 
fer the'tleren.e , et the 'alace' 'wh1ch a •• ured: -fa11ure . et the rebel 
attack. ' BA~ TA .ai. he hi.self ha re_inetl in the Palace, in 
.pite er receJU1enutien that he .eve te Caap Celuabia, in e~er t e 
per.enally tireet the tleren.e er the Palace. He ind1catetl threugh-

, ,eut the interview tha~ there 'was never any' t1eubt in bie iRU as te 
the eutc... e1' the attack. 

(CONl'I])ENTiAL) COMMENT. The attack appeare. tehave ene 
ebjectlve -- te ,k1ll BATISTA -- and it nearly BuCeee.e. There 1. 
no intioatien that the attackers hatl clear planaabeut what te d. it 
they hatl .uc~eetle.. The Eaba.ay has been interael that the attack 
plan. :1nv.lvetl lIe.e 200 Ilen, ab.ut 40 e~ whem were te aa.au1t the 
Palace, anti that aany er the aupperting greupa tailed t appear. 
There have beeR r1Dler. ter se.e time that te1lewer.' .r r.raer 
Preai4ent Carles PRIO Seearraa were planning an a1"lletl seve againat 
BATISTA an. there 1. raa •• n t. believe that ae.e .~ thls ~up 
were inve1ve' ~ the March 13th attack. There are he.ever Re 
indieatiens that CeJUlUB1ats er "26th. et July" Mevement rellewera 
were inve1ve., in apite et clailDa te that etreet by the Gevernment . 
There prebably i8 •• re revelutlenary actlvity te oeme. The 
Gevermnent IS reaetlen wa. Rltt anti vielent. Many have been arreste .. 
-- aeurces say as many aa 400 b\lt with · ••• t relea.etl atter 1nterre­
~atlen -- an. lie.e peep1e have tieci un.er mysterieua cireuaatance 
(e.g. PELAYO CUERVO NAVARRO be1.w). '!'We senatera were arrested but 
release.. The Embas.y 'ee8 net see any prespeet er a pepular up­
ris:1ng again lit BATISTA -- theaaj.rlty erthe Cubans are pelitic­
ally apathetic -- an. altheugh it ,". prebable there will be further 
,treuble, the Eabaasy reels . that barrlng a suecesstul. m11ital'"Y ceup 
-- er a auccessfUl as.as.1natl~nattempt -- BATISTA still stand. a 
geetl ehan.ee er tinishlng his term. :? 

(UNCLASSIFIED) DEATH OF' PELAYO CUERVO NAVARRO. Dr. Pelayo 
CUERVO Navarre , a well-knewn l awyer, ' Preslflent .r ·t he Beare. .r 
Direct.rser the Or. ea..x. Party, t ermer aengres.man, a.rui ferlle r 
Minister -- i n the Gevernment et General MENDIETA -- wali r.unti shet 
t e cieath in a Babana suburb en Wedne.fiay !dght, March 13, 1957. The 
Chier .r t:Re-NatieaalPollee.telti newsmen tl1atit 41d. net appear Uhat CUERVO :was c.lmeeteci with the Palace attaek ,e:r the 13tla anti 

. that hi. d.eath was beiag 1n.ve.t1gate.~ The Ch1e.r e1' the Military .. ~ . 
ntelligenee Serv1ce ( 31M) aruithe ,Chie:r e:r the Cuban 'elice Burea · ' 
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.1 et. IaV~.~t. ~ • ' when qatu « b7 ·.wa n;. It t« that it w a 
.t pe •• 1~ '!' tel' lieilbe.. et. the AN e .'1' •• -- 1 1 01 •• . the. 

pell. - ' te hay . b.. 1nv.l v.e ~ .. th •. e.-a tho ..th.y ,w.re cabal' •• 
with the p t •• tl. ~ · t • CUb . p.~pl •• It ..... l •• ,rep.rt.e 

~t BATI TA . h1~.lt haC given the. pelloe .N.r. te trea·t CUERVO 
i th .pe.ial .e .ieera t1 

..... .... . 

• ~ 'C~IDINTIAL) COMMENT. It 1. g eral1,. a,ree. that OuERVO 
wa.,~ll.e _ by Geve~ at teroe.. He~ hae gene 1ate h1.ing Curing 

. the atterrwen et the 13th -- be.auae et the .Gevernaent's hab1 t et 
arreat1ng h1m whenever ~thlng happeneC ..... antlh'e waa tak n 1'1'811 
hla h141ng .place an ahet. Hi. murCer 1~ 11kely t. have. pre­
rewW ,.ettect en CUban pe11 t1c •.• 1noe 1 t w111 lea. ' te 1ncrease. 
auppert ter ' th •• e eleaents •. ~~ the eppe.l tl.n. aCv.oa t1ng v1.lence . 

. (UNCLASSIFIED) OPPOltTIONIST POLITICAL PARTIES. Lea.e~. e1' 
eppes1t1an1at pelitical partieB~ inel~ng Jea~ PARDO Lla4a et 
the Nat1enal Revelut1en~ Party ana Carle. MARQBIZ Ster11nge1' 
eae .£ the Orteaexe ~Jgreups I have anneunee. they will Ileet this 

. week te 'centinue the1r e1'rerts t. reaoh a unit1e. eppe.1tien 
frent. On .March I4~ 1957, Vice Preai.ent Ratael Qua. Inelan 
anneuneea that the Gevernment haC Cee1.e' te abaniea the Vent . 
Plan wh1ch prev1.e. tel' partial eleetiena in Neve.ber, 1957 w1th 
general eleet1ena a year later ana that there weul. be general 
electiena en Neve.ber 1, 195B. The V1ce PreaiCent aai. that 
failure et the eppes1tien te agree en a unit1e. p.a1t1en ~th 
regare. t . eleetiena haa lea the Gevemment te make thia G1ec18ien . 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT. Me.t eppe.1tien pe11tical 
activity 1n the last tew Mentha has centere. abeut the .e~ds or 
the var1eus eppea1 tien greUps reI' early electiena. The Gevem­
ment.s .ecis1en makes further eppe.lt1en1at «lscue.iens at this 
time rather aea.emic . ' 

(UNCLASSIFIED) CUBAN CONGRESS CONVENES. The 25th regular 
seas1en et the CUban Ce1'lgr esacenvenea en March lB, 1957. There 
was a gee. attenCance anteppes1tlen groups were represente •• 
The &ayts act1vities 1ncl uCeci. the rea.ing et Pre.i.ent BATISTA's 
message te theCengre •• ~ The message -- reperte. te be 493 pages 
leng -- eutlinea the ' pregresa er the. Aclmtniatratlen an. the events · 
which have taken place ainee Cengresa a.jeume • • 

(CONFIDENTIAL)SI'ftJATroN IN ORIENTE PROVDJCI. F1Cel CASTRO , 
i s . t1ll:1n the Sierra Maestra meuntains but things aeem te have 
been quiet there aurlngtbe past week. The. Gevernment has treE 
700 t e Boo military . pe.~8ennel1n the area. but the exact strength 
. r the ca.tre 1'erces :18 unlcriewn. 
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, , : ~ '" " ( C./~ f1i""lfilll ) , "No, 

.' ~>[~ torrOWYnt1;. o~~~tn~, ~:~;n ~bOl1:;;n , ~. ~ti~:; 
Govlrnor ··· Oolonel n C,ftUZ Vidal, --,hal b.ln rlll,ved and the 

leav.I n, 1 ~·rtln MAZ yo 1n oharSI ot m111tary operatlon. , 
\\ftd§11 '00,' , "returnld ,to the1r NIP ot1'vl unitl. Th11 

1n thl ra ~nce, exoept tor the , troopi ensased asa1nlt eaatro who 
{J~ z-ema1n r th oOJ'nmand ot Col~M.1, 'edro BAMBRA 0 , 

", ) , / The thr eA r10an minora ,t'roni Guantanamo Bay Haval sal ' 
. ;JJtI~NO. 11, March 13, 1957)"are atlllbe11 vedto bew1th CASTRO, 
and the .Embalsy and the Consulate at Santiago de CUba are oont1nu­

'1ng'their,attemptl to oont~ot them and have them leave the area . 
" ~ 

, " (UNCLASSIlPIED)' CENSORSHIP AND CONSTITQTIONAL GUARANTEES. The 
ordersuspend1ng const1tut1onal guarantees remains in toroe . No 
,press oensorship has been imposed but since theattaok on the 
PreSidential Palaoe on M~~ch 13, the Minis,try ot Communioations , has 
issued anorc1er suspending for three days the news programs ot " 
Habana television station TELEMUNDO and another suspend1ng fo r \ 
seven days the radio broadcasts or Jos~ PARDO Ll2U1a, oPPosit1oniat " 
leader and news oommentator. The two suspens10ns were ordered 
beoa~e ot reports concerning the Palace attaok. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) BELGIAN AND CUBAN LEGATIONS TO BE EMBASSIES. 
The Ministry or State announced on March 15, 1957 that Belg1um and 
Cuba had agreed to raise ,their respective Legat10ns to the rank of 
Embassies . . 

(UNCLASSIFIED) TELEPHONE AGREEMENT SIGNED. On March 14" 
President BATISTA and members of his oabinet rece1ved r.T.&T. and 
Embassy officials and oompleted the signing ot the final agreement 
rev1sing and extending the company's concession to operate and 
expand telephone service in CUba. Rates are adjusted upward" en­
abling t he company to obtain necessary financing, and the company 
undertakes t o i nvest promptly '$61 'm1llion 1n expanding 1 ts . 
seJ/'vices. Other important pOints relate to taxes, numbers of 
t elephones, and estab11shment in CUba ot an assembly plant. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) COMMENT . The final agreement 1s a compromise 
between t he original company and Government ' posi t i ons . Signature 
comes just in time to avert a serious cris1s 1n local communicat1ons .. 

, LABOR 

(UNCLASSIFIED) TELEPHONE WORKERS' POSITION HE " PLAN OF 
IMPROVEMENT" • The Exeoutl ve Comm1 ttee or the ' Labor Federation of 
Telephone Workers, following a speoial meeting called ' by 1ts 
Secretary General Vicente HUb1era to discuss the recently signed 
agr. eemept for the new telephone expansion project, issued a PUbli, C I L ' ' . . J 
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r .tat 'nt 1n whloh lt • • , • • n ed ' ~bat ( l ). the oolleo,tlve --"e. I 
. t ot ~.Telephon.' .~tlon the . ocmpany WOUld "underr no 

-"'"'-De .'~;' 'p .10n ln It. text,. oontent and .oope in vl.w 0 . the 
LA r:. ' , . "J and (2) Ttle 'hl.phone '.derationa. the 

repre •• n . 1v. orgin"-ot'workerl ,~r.anteel to it. ' b r. the . 
~ .~teotlv ne~. ot that .. ge. nt.. . , 

. ' . . : (OPfIOIAL USB ONLY) cOMPNT. ' The apove state",ent wal W'ldoubt~ 
edly is.~d to l ootch rumor. that, the new tel phone agre nt (whloh 
wil). 'lnoreaaeprea,nt emplolJD8nt t~m 2980 "to 7840 in 1966) would 
abrogate ~tbe 'ederation's oolleotive, bargaining agreement With the 
Company. . . 

, (UNCI..ASSIPI ED) TELLECHEA NAMED AS CUBAN·.WORICER . DILEGA'1'!: TO 11,0. 
Public annoWlcement haa been made that the eTC Executive Comm1ttee 
hiLs approved Ignaoio atNZALEZ T!:LI.BCHIA· a s theattic!al Workers' -
delegate to the June 1957 session ot the Inte~tlonal Labor . 
Conference. His advisers are to be: Pranc!s co . AGUIRRE" Joae PEREZ 
Gonzalez", and Jesus AR'flGAS . . 

(OPFICIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT. 'fellechea replaces Angel COPltO" 
who has been Cuban Workers' delegate ror nine years and 18 also 
a member o~ the lLO Governing Board. The change 1a a direct result 
or the bitter fight tha t bas been in progresa between Eusebio MO'JAL" 
Secretary (Jeneral or the ere" and Cot1f10 who heads the Labor Fed- I 
eratlon ot Electr1cal~ Gas and Water Plants . . i 

(UNCLAS~IFIED) PlWCHOLOGICAL. ·The -Middle East Situation wa. 1 
the main BUbBec t di8cussed by the Habana press during the week. 
Intormao!on sized up recent event s as a return to the COld war" and 
a vIrtual victory tor Nasser. The current tenee aituatlon" the 
newspaper pOinted out" is obvi ously t he result ot t he de01s10n rrom 
Mos cow" and Nasser ' s threats have p"stlge and 'meaning only beCause 
or the bacldng ot Zhukov. In ' spi te or the n~w t enaiODs " IMormac:!on 
expressed the opln1on that the threat ot a new World War was nothlrig 
more than a threat· placed in ' the voioe ot Na sser by the Soviet Ullion . 
Tbe Soviet tact1c" the newspaper telt,,1s an ~bv1oUBone -- to 418-
.cred1 t the Eisenhower Doctrine 1n the Middle East and. to obl1ge t he 
united States to use rarce in the area. Althougb the s1tuation 
1s critical, the newspaper concl uded" I t 1s far from de_Mat.. .. 
k celsior atat ed tmit Nasser'. boas-ting:? o.t v10tGries 10 the Middle 
L st I s iilncred1bl~ r1<110111oua n and typlcalot the ravings or 

. demagogues. This newspaper viewed Nasser as an . ~bian H1tler 
1n his dreama ot oonquest and his methods" but drew an hi.torical 
oontrast by pointing out that the Naz1 dictator had an ac!vantage 
at lea(flng a we ll-deve l oped and 1ndustr1al1zed natlcan 1fh1c~ had: 
tne~jlpabll,.lty . of waging war. Without the backing or the Soviet 
t1n10n~" Naiser oannot even be con8iderecll dan.gerotus... the n ewspaper 

Istl!,ted> I:ltc .. ls11)r cons1dered that Maaaer was t.ai<tl1& advantage 
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Contr1butor.: 
Political: B.A . Lagasse 
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Tele~one : C.A .Boonstra 

Labor: John F. Correll 

,Psychological: S.P. Helme 
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