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PROBLEMS. When BATISTA' • . l.~t.r to ,Q dine DE LA TORRIEN'lE (aee 
. Weeka No.4) ·was made pub~ it . .-s revealed that the' Preaident :-

had not acceded to the opposi~,on demand for a prior commitment 
regarding g~eral election. 'nor had he set a date for a further ~ 
interview Wl.th the head of the "Society of" Friends of the (M 
Republic" (SAR). In.tead,he repeatedly made the point that ~ 
their previous meetings had been for the purpose of exanlinlng • 
the preblemJ reviewing tpe fundamental points at issue, and 0 
establishing the baaea fer further discussion by commission. . . 0 

. n representing the opposing sides. He confirmed that he "preferred" '"' 
J j not to express an Gpinion regarding the kind of elections to be -= 

held but to leave "the appropriate solution" tor agreement between '-' 
the commissions. He concluded by declaring that he had conferred " 
"ful.l powers ft on the commission already -designated by the govern- ... 
ment coalition parties. I 

The pposition groups met . with the SAR to conaider Batista' • 
letter and eventually decided to ~~e commissioners even though 
their conditions for doing so ' had not been met. Accordingly' 
t hree comm.1ssieners each were designated by GRAY's Aut~ntico., 
PRIO's Autenticos, CHIBAS' "unified" Ortod4Dx.a, ANDREU' a ' . 
Demecr, taa; aadRAROO Llada' a "Movement ot: the Natioa,". Ullallimit7 
waa ' laeidng since the miniscule"l1ovement ef'Radic~ Liberat ion", 
which was one of" the groups backing the SAR, refusJ',d to , go . along 
with s etting up .a commission wile,ss assur.ance or general electiona 
bef"ore 1958Were received from the gover~ent aide. ' 

The quest.i en . that has now arisen, is whether Carle. MARQUEZ 
Sterling and his tttreeftOrtodexoa ad Federie. FEiNANDEZ Caaaa 
and the ,"r egistered" Ortodoxos ' are . to be represented on, t he 
opposition commiss;i.on ~ &tb, groups wan't t o 'be and ' the.-. i. D~ 
objectioll fr~m , ~.b.eg()v:ernmeate._i.si,>~er&. · How~er •• ~~~siti R 
eJti.ts &.mang the nullified" Or todox.. who do not r~.gniz.·, the 
dl.·,· s aident Marnuez Sterling anciF·ernlndez Ca •. aa e,l~el'lt ••... ~~! (:: 
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I .. It1~. exp.ot.4thet--. •• t1n'.·· .t the ·oollllllhai n. will be,:l 
this ~A ~ , '~ '. :- " , 
, f O~IGI.u.~$II;., 6NLY)' 'C. " t,' 'lb. ori,ln~ deci.lo~t th • . ' 
.ppoalt1.n gr.upa n t t o name'o ~1a.i ner. w1thout ••• ~apc •• • t 

> g.neral. .l.ott.n. at an early ,ciat' ... a criticis.d aa a tactioal 
, err.r and a r~1\l.al t •• xplo,r~ &11 p.a.lb];e lIean • • t arriving at 

.~~. ~.luti.n of the pelitio5il p~ blem, eYen th.ugh the particular 
~.an.~r'p!.ed by Batista mightpr.v. dilat ry and unfruitful. 

, ibe- d,e9iai'1'1 t. , pr.c •• d with the- q.mmi.ai.n.r id.a d.apit. 
Batiata'a refuaal t. c.mmit hillself va. imd ubtedly reach i. 
rec gni.ti.n .f the ju.tice .t this cr~ticiam and f the tact that 
tne.pp.aiti.n : had little ch ice t. d. therrie. if it had any 

" h.pe of 'breaking the existing iI1paaae.~ H.W8ver, even bet.re ' 
'.eetings.f the c.mmis.1.nera startl nme .pp.siti.n leaders are 
expres.ingthemselve.: pess1mi tioal y regardingth •• utc.me and 

,it is, p.asible t. au.p'ect that the gr.undw.rk is being laid f.r 
charge~ .t g.vernaent "intrana1ge~c." .s resp.naible f r p.asible 
failure t. c.me t. any agreement. ' 

(UNCLASSIFIED) MARTI ANNIVERSARY AND STUDENT DISORDERS. 
January' ,28th was the anniversary .t the birth .t J.sl ' MARTI, ' the 
Washingt.n t Cuba. Flowers -are custemarl1y laid at histatu. 
1n Hayana ' s Central Park by yari.us ciYic .rganlzati.as and scA •• l 
children. lith.ugh n.t auth.rized t. d. a. because .t the p •• al-
bility .f dls.rders disturbing ' .ther cerea.nies, members .f the 
Uniyersity Student Federati.n persist~d in an attempt "t. lay a 
wreath and make speeches. The ef£.rt was frustrated by th~ p.lice 
with numer.ua arres'ts. There fell.wed pretest aanitestat1.ns by 
.ther students at the University, with gunfire rep.rted ana m.re 
arrests. In all ab.ut 40 students wereapprehend.d and s.ae lS 
"Oppesiti.n W •• en" w.r e taken intI cust.dy. The atudenta c.laimed 
that ene f their number was w.unded. The 'm.at spectacular 
epis.de was the escape .t several students, including the preside_ 

, 't the FEU, tr.m the "Black Maria" in which they were ~eing taken 
t.j ail. On the 30th, the MaYDa Urgency C.urt pr.mpt~J' .rd.r" 
previsi.nal l iberty ,for the arrestedweaen '.ada ge.d number .t 
the students , with the reDaa • • t m.st t the rest 1ft pr.spee'b. 

Student brushes with auth.r ,ltlea .n Mart! ' . aDRiyersary 
were r eported. tr •• Santiage ae Cuba ,and..ther ' iateri.r l.calj.ties. 
S.me s t udents were injured i n t hese dis.rei.rs. ' 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) C._ent . 'lbe.e 'disturbuces, whil. , 
less seri.us than 'th.se . t las"t N.Tember and. Deceab~r, inciicate 
that the s tudents c.ntlnue det-erained. ' t. seize eyery .pp.rtualty 
t. sh.w their antl-r~g1ae aentiaents by actlTities~bat are b.un. L t. result in claahes with' t be p.lice and ciis.rti.rs .t yaryiJl~ _ _ , 

. . degrees .f seri.",.n.e.AI, with p •• ~1bi11tie • • t pers.nal injur~ 
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r -(OFFICI~USE E'nWL~ lBO',· RlMJI.:ONAWl :URn~ 
Reperte .t t~e reTelut1e ~ actIvIt; • 'Ud -CXs'll6 Ru. eq 
CUban~' .. , ,,,pec:1ally in the U.ite. ·State., aa e it plaia 
that h -0' par.e. h14 ' "July 26 ReTalutlenary MeTe ent" (the' .ate 
'being th .t the ,attack an the ~nca'a barrack. le. b~h i. 

. 1953) with the activities at 1'ali~e' Cuban hera J •• 6 ! 
Castr. _pha.izeti Mart!-like , purity .t •• tiTe. an. claim. hat. 
'hi., "M.ve ent" i. Alai .t net ·.nly the Bati.ta regime but al •• -

,:::\,~al~ the "bati" ge ... ernaente aner se.erners Cuba ha.: hati. . . 

" ,0> 'lbe Mart:! lIl.til i again apparent i " a Ca~t·re leatlet , that 
, ci~(fulateti last ' week an which rea.s as ' rellewa : "Citize : 
Hen.r Mart! this January -26- Help the ReT.lutten by gi ... int; a 
ay'. salary as yeur brether et the Eai~rati.n will .e - It y.u 

'ert 't knew a re.pensible figure et the Mavement i yeurlecality, 
aake yeur ,centributien l'each Fi.el Caatre threugh an eppesitien 
figure that· aerita yeur cenfi.ence - July 26~e ... elutieaary Me ... e­
ment." 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Ce .. ent. Opinien centinuea te be that 
while Fi.el Castre ay haTe the will an. enthuaiasm, he lacka the 
aeans fer succeasful reTelutien . 

(UNCLASSIFIED) TIME OOMB IN SANTIAGO. lb. preas reperte. 
that there ha. been feuna. unexple.e. in Santiage .e Cuba aa 
explesive aeTice censisting ef several sticka et iynamite, timeti 
by means ef an alarm cleek t. ge eff an heur after it was f'eua4. 
It had been planted in an area deveted te sterace f'acilitiea fer 
gaseline an. ether ce.bustibles. Ax.ua~ the cerr.ctneaa ef 
the repert, it is ebTleus that the results .t t he expl.si.n, hac 
that eccurr •• , ef a .evice aa pewerful as that 'e.cri~e. i. t e ' 
lecality where it was sai~ te have been feunti, ceul. have be •• 
very serieus intieeti. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) MINISTER OF HEALTH DIES. Dr. Alberte RECIO 
Ferna,Minister .r Health anti Public Welfare, iie. en January 28, 
1956. This is the seeenti cieath in Bati.'.'. cabinet i. leas than 
three m.nths~ the first having been that et the Minister .t ECu­
catie. last NevUlber. Dr. Recie baa just bee. grante. sick l.-ave 
et absence because et his health an. Dr. Carlja ,SALASHuaara, 
a4ministrative Un.er Secretary, ba. afreaiy taken eTer as actin, 

, Mi..ister. , , .., 

/ 
(UNCLAssiFIED) LABOR LEADER-CONGRESSMEN , END HUNGER SmIKE. 

\ After receiving t,ne visit . t theCariillaI- Archbishep ~r Habarta 
and at tending his argument t hat as Christi ans they ceuli net take 
t heir ewn lives threugh a hUn&er strike, Cenereasaen Cearatie 

L BECQUER., Cenraae RODRIGUEZ, an. Jeree CRUZ P~rez en!'e. their 
c s1>rike en J an""ry 26. afier a fast el 160 heurs. Wlu1e they hali j 
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' . at;' or t-h:_. '> C 'lC ,and FN·TA Seeretarle. Oeneral MUd AL d 

. MAR ' ! had r_ined UDIIOved by the ettort. of Angel 0=0, 
Seoret 'Gener~t,the Electrlc,Plant Workera, to arr a i' 

c rromia solution to t di.pu~e that had led to the .. 
• tr te. . , 

~ P!ycbolo,lOfl ' 
.. 

-9 ~ N~gatl ve. 

Negative. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) VISIT OF CHAIRMAN OF AEC. Rear Admiral 
Lewis L. SmAUSS,' USNR1 Chairman' ot the United States Atomic 
Energy COJlllIlission, art" ved in Havana on the evening of 26 January 
1956, fora five-day vacation visit. Hewas ' acoompanied by his 
wife, son, and daughter-tn-law. While ln Havana, Rear Admiral 
Strauss saw Ambasaador Arthur GARDNER; the Cuban acting Minister of 
State, Gonzalo GUELL ; and the Chairman of' the 'Cuban Nuc+ear Enerl1 
Commission and Minister without Port.olie, Gustavo -GUTI~, 1dl 
is also President of the National Economlc Council . Rear Admiral 
Strauss is returning to Washington today. Due to hi." friend ... 
ahip with the Ambassador, Rear Admiral Strauss' hformal "contact. 
with the Cubans were particularly fruitful. ... . 

Air -
Negative. 

For the Amba •• ador : 

. ,~p ' 
Counsel r or Em as.y 

cc : AmEmbassies , Ciudad Trujillo, Pert- au-Prince. 
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