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L gy v L
T—f - (UNCLASSIFIED) OPPogPfioN A¢fEES T0 DISCUSS POLITICAL -
PROBLEMS, When BATISTA's legtér to Cesme DE LA TORRIEN see
Weeka No. 4) was made publki#, it was revealed that the President
had not acceded to the opposition demand for a prior commitment
regarding general elections nor had he set a date for a further
interview with the head of the "Society of Friends of the
Republic" (SAR). Instead, he repeatedly made the point that
their previous meetings had been for the purpose of examining
the problem, reviewing the fundamental points at issue, and
establigshing the bases for further discussion by commissions ‘
;J/”j representing the opposing sides., He confirmed that he "preferred"
not to express an opinion regarding the kind of elections to be
held but to leave "the appropriate solution" for agreement between
the commissions. He concluded by declaring that he had conferred
"full powers" on the commission already designated by the govern-
ment coalition parties.

The epposition groups met with the SAR to consider Batista's
letter and eventually decided to name commissioners even though
their conditions for doing so had not been met, Accordingly -
three commissioners each were designated by GRAU's Auténticos
PRIO's Auténticos, CHIBAS' ™anified" Ortodoxes, ANDREU's
Dem8cratas, amd PARDO Llada's "Movemént of the Natiom", Unanimity
was lacking since the miniscule™ovement of Radical Liberation®,
which was one of the groups backing the SAR, refused to go along
with setting up a commission unless assurance of general elections
before 1958were received from the government side, :

The questien that has now arisen is whether Carles MARQUEZ
Sterling and his "free" Ortodexos and Federice FERNANDEZ Casas
and the "registered" Ortodexes are to be represented on the
opposition commission, Both groups want to be and there is ne
objection from the government commissioners. Howgyer, eppesitioen

exists ameng the "unified" Ortodoxes who do net refegnize’ the

dissident Mirquez Sterling and Fernandez Casas eggﬁgnts?;z &=
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" It is expeoted that meetings of the commissions will begin l

thi-»zfzzf T
(OPFICIAL USK ONLY) Cemment, The original decisionof the.
eppositien greups net to name commissioners without ass ces of

_general elections at an early date was criticized as a tactical

. error and a refusal te explere all pessible means of arriving at
S~a d@elutien of the pelitical problem, even theugh the particular
means prepesed by Batista might preve dilatery and unfruitful,

The decisien te preceed with the commissiener idea despite
Batista's refusal te commit himself was undeubtedly reachgg in :
recognitien ef the justice of this criticism and ef the fact that
the eppesitien had little cheice te de otherwise if it had any

_hepe of breaking the existing impasse. Hewever, even befere

- - ‘meetings ef the cemmissieners start, some eppesitien leaders are
expressing'themselves:pelsimisticaliy regarding the eutceme and

it is pessible te suspect that the greundwerk is being laid fer
charges of gevernment "intransigence" as respensible fer pessible
failure te ceme te any agreement. ‘

(UNCLASSIFIED) MARTI ANNIVERSARY AND STUDENT DISORDERS.
~ January 28th was the anniversary ef the birth ef Jesé NMARTL, the
: Washingten ef Cuba. Flewers are custemarily laid at his statue
\4/f7  in Havana's Central Park by varieus civic erganizatiens and scheel
children., Altheugh net autherized te de se because of the pessi-
bility ef diserders disturbing ether ceremenies, members of the
University Student Federatien persisted in an attempt te lay a
wreath and make speeches. The effert was frustrated by the pelice
with numereus arrests. There fellewed pretest manifestatiens by
ether students at the University, with gunfire reperted and mere
arrests. In all abeut 40 students were apprehended and seme 15
"Oppesitien Wemen" were taken inte custedy. - The students claimed
that ene of their number was weunded. The mest spectacular
episede was the escape of several students, including the president
- of the FEU, frem the "Black Maria" in which they were being taken
te jail, On the 30th, the Havana Urgeney Ceurt premptly erdered
previsienal liberty for the arrested wemen and a geed number eof
the students, with the relgase of mest ef the rest in prespect.

" Student brushes with-authoritiea on Marti's anniversary -
were reperted frem Santiage de Cuba and ether interier lecalities.
Seme students were injured in these diserders.

- (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. These disturbances, while
less serieus than these of last Nevember and December, indicate
that the students centinue determined te seize every eppertunity
te shew their anti-regime sentiments by activities that are beund

) te result in clashes with the pelice and diserders ef varying
degrees of serieusness, with pessibilities of persenal injuries.
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"~ _(OFFICIAL-USE OMNLY) ASTRO's REV N ' . l_
Reperts of the revelutienary ity - US ameng
Cuban & _“l,.qlpocialt{ in the United States, made it plain '
that hd cempares his "July 26 Revelutienary Mevement" (the date
“boin§ hat ef the attack en the Mencada barracks led b in
1953) with the activities ef idelized Cuban here Jeosé gqgizl
Castre emphasized Martf-like purity ef metives and claims that
‘his "Mevement" is against net enly the Batista regime but alse -
all the "bad" gevernments and geverners Cuba has had. -

> The Mart{ metif is again apparent in a Castre leaflet that
‘circulated last week and which reads as fellews: "Citizen:
Hener Mart{ this January 28 - Help the Revelutien by giving a
day's salary as yeur brether of the Emigratien will de - If yeu

. den't knew a respensible figure of the Mevement imn yeur lecality,
- -make yeur centributien reach Fidel Castre threugh an eppesitien

figure that merits yeur cenfidence - July 26 Revelutienary Meve-
ment, " : - , v

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. Opinien centinues te be that
while Fidel Castre may have the will and enthusiasm, he lacks the
means fer successful revelutien,

(UNCLASSIFIED) TIME BOMB IN SANTIAGO. The press reperted
that there had been feund unexpleded in Santiage de Cuba an
explesive device censisting ef several sticks ef dynamite, timed
by means ef an alarm cleck te ge eff an heur after it was feund.
It had been planted in an area deveted te sterage facilities fer.
gaseline and ether cembustibles. Axsuming the cerrectness of

. the repert, it is ebvieus that the results ef the explesien, had
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that eccurred, of a device as pewerful as that described in the
lecality where it was said te have been feund, ceuld have been
very serieus indeed. ‘ ,

(UNCLASSIFIED) MINISTER OF HEALTH DIES., Dr. Alberte RECIO
Ferns, Minister ef Health and Public Welfare, died en January 28,
1956, This is the secend death in Batista's cabinet in less than
three menths, the first having been that ef the Minister ef Edu-
catien last Nevember. Dr. Recie had just been granted sick leave

of absence because of his health and Dr. Carles SALAS Humara,
administrative Under Secretary, had already takern ever as acting

ﬁigigter._ '

(UNCLASSIFIED) LABOR LEADER=CONGRESSMEN END HUNGER STRIKE.
After receiving the visit ef the CardinaleArchbishep ef Habana
and attending his argument that as Christians they ceuld net take
their ewn lives threugh a hunger strike, Cengressmen Cenrade
BECQUER, Cenrade RODRIGUEZ, and Jerge CRUZ Pérez ended their
strike en January 26 after a fast ef 160 heurs., While they had
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roooivod the visits or op -ition 1ondor- such as rornor Prcli-

dents G au and Prfo, f ,isan commentators had rollod '
MX: or them, 010 and F TA Secretaries General MUJ and
had rc-ainod unmoved by the efforts of Angel COFI 0,
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(UNCLASSIFIED) VISIT OF CHAIRMAN OF AEC, Rear Admiral
Lewis L. STRAUSS, USNR, Chairman of the United States Atomic
Energy Commission, arrived in Havana on the evening of 26 Janu
1956, for a fiveeday vacation visit, He was accompanied by his
wife son, and daughter-in-law. While in Havana, Rear Admiral
; : Strauss saw Ambassador Arthur GARDNER; the Cuban acting Minister of
\J/f7- State, Gonzalo GUELL; and the Chairman of the Cuban Nuclear Energy
' Commission and Minister without Portfolio, Gustavo GUTIERREZ, who
is also President of the National Ecenomic Council, Rear Admiral
Strauss is returning to Washington today. Due to his 3}8 friend~
ship with the Ambassador, Rear Admiral Strauss' informal contacts
with the Cubans were particularly fruitful. , '

Aip _
Negative,
For the Ambassador:
3éintonbeha
Coungelor of EmHassy
cc: AmEmbassies,'ciudid Trujillo, Port~¢u-Prince.
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