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-, (UNCLASSIFIED) FUR I -
LIKELY, Following the [ . the oppos t'o$;
commissions to discuss political problems, s ,
representatives (see Weeka No. 3), Cosme. 4?&' 'E%IENTE ~head
of the "Society of Friends of the. Republic AR)
for the opposition groups, again wrote to President Batista under
date of January 16, He referred to the sityation that had
developed after the second conversation between the two on
January 10 and, expressing confidence in Batista's "dispesitlon
\;/fj'to resolve the political problem", said: "Therefore I allow
: myself to insist that you and I should talk once more to see if
it is still possible to reach an agreement on all the points we
discussed". The President replied in writing on Janmary 2lst,

De la Torriente refused to make public the contents of the letter =~

pending consideration thereof by the SAR and the opposition groups.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment. This further exchange, even
though Batista's letter has not yet been divulged, has rcﬁindled
hope that the door has not been slammed on the so-callod "eivie
dialogue” and that a road leading to a solution of the political
impasse may be found.

(UNCLASSIFIED) NEWSPAPER TIEMPO BOMBED. During the early
morning, hours of January 18th an apparently powerfnl bomb exploded
in front of the. premises of the daily newspaper, 0. Extensive
damage was done to the facade and inside front of uilding
but no one was injured. Tiempo eredited the outrage to “known
gangster elements in the pay of Trujille whose terroristic plans...
Tiempo had been the first te uncover", In the same breath the =
paper said that the attempt may have been made by Communists or '
by followers of Fidel GASTRG. ,

(GFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment. It can only be observed that
Rolando MASFERRER, the owner and director of Tiempo, has earned -

. any number of enemies at all levels, ineluding the underwerld,
against whom ‘suspicion ef having a hand in this bombing might i
L_?aslly be directed. _ 2l
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sugar leaders removed from their upien jobs for failing to

out the FNTA order ending the end-ef-year sugar strike (se

Weeka No, 2), has net pro'pered{ although the dissident leaders
o

_ cal support in Las Villas
Proyince sugar unions. Mereover, they have been jeoined as
outcasts frem the laber movement by Jorge CRUZ Pérez, till then
Secretary-General of the Camaguey CIC previncial federatien, whe

- is also a congressman and who with the Cenrades and twe others

forms the CADI group in the Heuse of Representatives, Cruz was
remeved frem his pest fer supperting the Cenrades. :

On January 19, Bécquer, Redrfguez, and Cruz started a hunger

'strike in the Hall of the Minerity in the Representatives'! wing

of the capitel, Its ebject is the revecatien eof the interventien
by the CIC and the Ministry ef Laber ef sugar uniens whese efficers
continued te refuse te accept the erders of the CIC and the FNTA,

- On the 20th Cruz, whe had been ill befere the fast, was removed

‘with fever te a clinici and en the 23rd Bécquer and Redriguez
t

were taken te the hespital in a repertedly very weak cenditien.
President of the Heuse of Representatives Gastén GODOY and
goevernment representatives were much anmeyed at the use of the
eapitel premises fer the fast, It was allegedly net merely
against rules, but after helding a laber assembly there (see
Weeka Ne. 2), Bécquer and Redrfguez had specifically premised te
abide by these rules. : ' '

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment., Hunger strikes are net
uncemmen in Cuba in situatiens ef this nature. There is ne
evaluatien available yet of the effect of this gesture of the
legiglaters en feeling ameng FNTA members. Sheuld their lives |
be endangered, the situatien might beceme ticklish te deal with.,
Seme nenlaber cemmentaters called the strike umedifying and f
rather ridieuloeus, ~ ' e
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(UNCLASSIFIED) ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR'PRESENTS CREDENTTALS.

On January 19, 1956, Rear Admiral Raul A, LINCH presented his

eredentials as Ambassader Extraerdinary and Plenipetentiary ef
Argentina te Cuba. ‘ '

. (UNCLASSIFIED) SOVIET TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OFFER. Bulganin'
offer of technical assistance te Latin America resulted in a v
considarable ameunt ef reactien in the Cuban press during the
past week, all highly faverable frem the United States peint ef
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I - view, Wha 'Maloow‘rqally.wiﬁ%n;»lnid ﬁ;_ﬂgfgg, is te 1nfiltratol-
- its prepaganda in LatiA America., If the effer is net accepted,
' the paper’sald, Red agents in each ceuntry will say that tﬁo o
governments are mere—puppets of American imperialism,. In é?}?
- anether editerial neted that the effer ceincided with
.~ United States cengressienal censideratien ef the Sugar Act,
and called the lack ef ecenemic unity in Latin America the
. Achilies' heel which the Seviets were expleiting., It is net
eneugh, said El Munde, te demneunce Seviet tactics ef infiltratien;
.econemic realities must be faced. Diarie de la Marina ebserved
that what Latin America wants i& ecenemic and secial pregress
witheut less ef liberty., What Latin America has learned well
‘'in the last 20 years, it said, is that the suppesed Seviet
freedems and the suppesed distributien ef wealth are nething
~ - but rash lies. Alerta breught up the incensistency ef Seviet
prepaganda; if American technical aid in the past has been . :
"dellar imperialism," then, tee, the Seviet offer is imperialistic.
- JTiempe cemmented that the unanimeus rejectien ef Bulganin's
ypeeritical effer shews that the free natiens ef Latin America
weuld rather be at the bettem of the scale regarding American
ecenemic and technical aid te the werld than te telerate the
presence of a single Seviet agent, l%gggg said Seviet Russia's
© /yenly purpese in the gesture is te implant spies and sabeteurs
\,/{jin Latin America te werk with Red fifth celumnists in an attempt
te everthrew the demecratic regimes of this hemisphere,
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(UNCLASSIFIED) CHANGES IN ASSIGNMENT OF CUBAN ARMY
LIEUTENANT COLONZLS. On 19 January 1956 it was anmeunced by
the General Staff Cerps that the fellewing transfers had been
made: Lt. Cel, Jese AGUIAR Garcia, fermerly assigned te Inf,
Regt. Ne, 1 of the Infantry Divisien, was transferred as
Territerial Inspecter ef the lst Rural Guard Regt. "MACEO"™ in
Santiage de Cuba., He replaced Lt. Cel., Jese M. REGO y Rubide whe ..

. has been transferred as Directer ef the Applicatien Ceurses fer
Officers., Lt. Cel, Rege y Rubide replaced Lt. Cel, Felix PEREZ
y Menteya whe has been transferred as Territerial Inspecter ef
Rural Guard Regt. Ne, 6 "RIUS RIVERA"™ im Pinar del Rie. He '
replaced Lt, Cel. Armande SUAREZ y Suquet whe has been meved te
Inf, Regt. Ne, 1 of the Inf. Div. in Camp Celumbia in Havana.
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