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nights in Habans,

of December 22,

with the holiday celebrations somevhat subdued,

(GFFICIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT:
.development of a vague air of tensiom and unease,
that they are causing widespread alarm er fear.

o TRANQUILITY MARRED BY CONTINUING MINOR TERRORISTIG
ACTS, The general tranquility ef the country during the past week wes marred
by contimuing minor terroristic acts. Small bembs were explodod en various
‘and one bomb thrower seriously injured, ' Bombs were explod-
ed in Guantanamo City and Santa Clara, An unidentified man was killed in
Camaguey as he attempted te place a bomb alongside the wall of the loca.l
prison, High tension lines were repeatedly sherted, resulting in electric
power failures for extended periods, in Guantanamo City, Bayamo,

docalities in Oriente Province.

and othér
Holetov cocktails were threwn in severg
cities, A train was derailed near Habana on December 2l,, allegedly by sgibe-
tage, There were no injuries, but considerable damage to twe lecemotivey

The airport ef Camaguey was blacked eut for nearly twe hours en the eviilim
It has not been possible te confirm the rumor that the =%
ordered the blifkout beecause of reports of unidentified aircraft ever the
southern coast of the island, Conditions im Santiago were apparently quiet,
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These continuing aetz.ons are eausing the <
There are no indicatiens
They appear to be primei-
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pally the werk of members ef the "26 of July" Movemént, imtended te create

unrest more than to cause serious or lasting damage,
leading to a feeling of resentment, directed for the present, so far as the- '
Embassy can determine, more against. the perpetrators than against the ‘ f\)

Gonment. »

(GNCIASSIFIED) GOVERNMENT ACTIVE AGAINST ALIEGED DISTURBERS., The poliacm' .
and military have been motably active. ia{sﬁul_hing out and arresting persons
they allege are responsible for the terreristi Y
" coumtry. They are concentrating increasingly or known members and leaders -
_of the "26 of July" Movement, The arrests appur in many cases to be based o
" principally on suspicion, with tthm 2

, sented before the Urgency Courts. In seve s however, the pelice; 5B
l__ han promptly ro—u'reated the dofondants en .‘bhsr ehu-ges.
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| (OH'IGIAL ‘USE ONL!) MTa « AL i.ndiutd.onl are thqt the cenviction )
: ties that the "26 of July" Mevement is: n:lnly mpou:lblo tor
ie actions is well !'oundod o

D) DEAT’HS UNDER s'nwm. cmewsmnchs IN ORIENTE PROVINCE.

r 26 the Gevernment anmounced that 19 men had been found hanged or
shet to death in various widely separated lecalities in Oriente Prevince, -
:Several of them were said te be either known members ef the "26 ef July"
“Hovelment , members of the Ortedexs Party, er said te have been invelved in
‘regent t.omriotio agtions, Government spekesmen have expressed the
opinion that many of the dead persens had been feund gtdlt.y of some crime

by f.hoir fellew censpiraters, and hemce liqu:l.datod. =

(GONE‘IDEMIAL) COMMENT: The Gevernment's eentemtion may be eerrect.
At least eme of the bedies had .a placard em it reading "Killed as a
s traiter, 26 of July". It has net been established that all ef the dead
persens had been invelved im eenspiraterial activities., But the killings
all apparenmtly eccurred ever the past few days, and it seems legieal that
at least seme of them have facters im econmon., The pessibility sheuld net
be -everlesked that members of the armed ferces and peliee may have had a
direet hand in the deaths, The patienese and temper of these ageneies has
_been serely tried during the past menth by what appears te be a mmerieally
‘small greup, the "26 ef July" Mevement and its sympathigers, lacking in
-~ pepular suppert and asting in ways disappreved ef by the peeple as a whele,
\_//7 whiech has endeavered te create a conditien of unrest and fear by uprisings,
invasion, and persistent acts of terrerism threugheut the island, It is
consequently well within the realm ef pessibility that the army amd peliee, °
vhe have seen members of their services killed by the Mevement, may have
decided te take direet reprisal actien against the knewn leaders and
ecitremists of the Meovement as the surest way eof terminating the presemt
situation, Certainly, this thesis will be strongly advecated by the
eppesition. Cenversely, President BATISTA'S clear awaremness of the damger
te his pesitiem inherent in any extreme actien against the members eof the
Movement has umdeubtedly beem a streng faeter im the gemerally cerrect
behavier eof the army and peliee te date, But this restraining imfluenes
may well have finally preven umavailing against the irriutin ereated
by the centimuing aets ef terrerism.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) WHEREABOUTS 0F FIDEL CASTRO. The whmaboutl of .
Fidel CASTRO Ruz, leader of the "26 ef July" Mevement, centinue te be
~shreuded in mystery, Gevernment spekesmen eentinue te maintain that they -
are net sure, but that he is prebably with the greup of seme 40 survivers

- of the party which landed frem the Mexican vessel GRAMA en Deesmber 2
which they maintain is in the hills ef Oriemte Previnee, prebably mear
Piee Turquine. There are persistent reperts that this vorsion is cerrect.
But there are equally persistent reperts that Castre, his brether Raul,
and seme 30 sthers were killed in attacks by the Cuban Alr Foru lhortly
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were killed Jut after landing the Gevermment is attempting te keep it

- & clese ob, High level eentacts in the investigative agencies and
armed f have expressed the persenal cenvietien te Embassy efficers -
" that they were se killed. Other cembacts, equally preminent amd pre-
N equally well infermed, say they held the persemal epimien that

ro/is alive amd h the meuntains -r Or:l.uto Pﬂv:lnoo.

gomcm USE OMLY) ILLESS OF NINISTER GUTIERREZ. Seurees elese te

. Minister Gustave GUTIERREZ repert that additienal surgery last week left

his® very weak, and that pessibly he may met recever sufficiemtly te attend
the meeting of Imter-american Presidemtial Ropruutativu lchodulod for

Washingten on Jamuary 28,

: (OPFICIAL USE ONLY) cc-nt. Minister GUTIERREZ in ropmnnt.ing
President BATISTA has handled this assignment strietly as a ene-man pre-
pesitien. There is me :I.ndiuthu as te whe may replace him if he umt
attcnd t.ho Jamry meeting.

~ (UNCLASSIFIED) CUBAN NUCLEAR ENERGY FORUM HIGHLY SUGGESSFUL.
Participants and ebservers termed an outstanding sucecess the four-day
ferum erganized by the Cuban Nuelear Emergy Cemmissien, which clesed en

- December 20, Basieally the ferum was designed for edusatienal and

prepaganda purpeses, with secientists and lecturers keeping this im mind
rather than attempting the presemtation of mew infermatien. Arrange-
ments were well made and the pregrams came off unusually well, The ferum
was particularly effective in attraching publie attention te the “Atm
for Peace" thems.

(PSICHOIDGIGAL). | ) ‘
(UNCLASSIFIED) Havana dailies cemmented echiefly em Nehru's visit %o

Washingten., Excelsier was ef the epinien that the Nehru-Eisenhewer visit

sheuld have taken place befere this time, but because of Eisemhower's
illness the reunion was impessible. Simee the meeting was eriginmally
scheduled world develepments have ¢aused Nehru te abandem his previsus
reutralist stand, Exeelsier stated, The mewspaper further peinted eut
that Nehru has met ehanged his idea of helping Cemmmmist China te be

recegnized in the United Natiens, but felt that im spite of the differemses

between East and West, the Eisenhewer-Nehru meetimg has been 2 step in the
right direction. The West must keep im mind, Avanee peinted eut, that
‘Nehru is perhaps the mest useful statesman in the werld teday fer bringing

- @beut a meeting ef the minds ef Cemmunist and Westeran leaders, but that

chiefs of state have greatly divergent peints ef views en ol , ;

the West sheuld leek upen his evertures with cautien.. ermasién felt
that in spite of the extensive gonversatiens between President Eisenhewer

- and the Indian Prims Minister, me efficial agreement on signifieant

issues have been anmeuneed., This newspaper was eof tﬁo epinien thig twe

issues, especially the Chinese Commumist and Pakistan questiens, and that
ehru was maeeeufu}. in ohang:lng ofﬁd.al upinion in the Unitod St.a.tu. ;
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7. DORSEY, Jamaiean autherities refused te relesse the yacht withewt

~ th® Cubsn Gevernment's assumptien of all salvage elains; hewever, they
-were umable te presemt a tetal bill ef e¢laims. The Cuban Navy ship
returned te Cuba empty hamded and the Cuban Censul at Kingsten is
negetiating with the Jamaican autherities for the yacht.
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Chdrgé d*Affaires ad interim

Contributers: Pelitieal: JLTepping . °

Nuelear energy)
Guitierres ) CADeenstra

Psyehelegical: SPHelms
Navy: CdrLKrisel .

e: AmEmbassies, Cludad ijillo and PM..’;






