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r:"0s~d.!mt Prio early this morning rp.moved Major General 
scnoycJVo Pel'ez Dahel's appointing Br1gadi~r General Rupert 
cab'1;'l'o Rodrigtlez (only otner general offioer legally 
21i&ible) Army Chief of Staff. Action taken with Perez 
L, Cl.1maguey, Pl'ime Minlster Var!lna at Miami and after 
Qu:crtcr1ng police reinforcing Palace guard and sending 
°il,"S, Prio .out of Palace. Defense Minister Curti 
:lp;-,()inted Acting Prime Minister to sign necessary decree. 
i':,'io then proceeded eludad Ml1Itar 'with Cabrera and 
ot'~ers to infor,ro army. (us Air Attache Glenn and MA 
;::'(::l",ff'01~ also ,~ent at Cabrera's request.) From there 
Frio informed Pere2 at Csmaguey by phone. Presidential 
secretary Puentes told Dress action due r.,peated aets 
indisCipline by Perez and la~ter' s policy of' "isolat:,;ng" 
colonels other officers and creating barrier between~ 
them and Prio. President later said step l;:lso due 
"diserepsncies of view as to manner in which chiei' of 
state should b~ obeyed". Perez removal apparently 
Cl'Cceptable to all armed .forces and situation quiet. Air 
Chief Gonzalez Chavez relieved of' command. Other 
c:lnnges military offIcers considered probabl~'. 
Jmalysis follows. . 

I"f'Cll'ln Department Defense. , 
>~nt DGpartment' 289; repeated London (ror Ambass'sdor 
;:,,'cJ.cr for information cnly). 

ELBRTCK 

NOTE: Relayed to Department Defense 8/24/49 11:40 p.m.. 
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.1 •. his request 1 saw Minister Hevia at 
',.:;'31; nip;ht. He; saio President Prio had 
t,,) imrr·,.,rjiate cause. of General Perez' dismissal 
\~\,'i ch r ];tad questioned him about earlier. 

him eXPlai ...... 

!n addition to the fact that Perez had proved political 
;'~ab:i.] ity thr~Llgh use of his position to amass personal 
<'ort:une and set up barrier behleen President and Army, 
He'lL'" said President learned day before yesterday Perez 
";:]3 conducttng unauthorized negotiations directly with 
P]'esident T!'l.ljillo in Dominican Republic. Nature of 
n<!:f;otlattons unknown and H.;,via said government did not' 
k.!'!<)"! how long they hac; been going on. Gbvernmentim.ew, 
!".owever, Perez r.;,cently sent plane with personal emissary 
to .Dominican Republic. This unauthorized disloyal action 
mCide it imperative Perez be relieved of command immediately. 
Story just appeared late morl'ltng paper CRISOL. 

Eevla said action was great blow to Grau~no Hevia believed 
han counted on Perez to assi.flt·,Grau to return .to power. 
He ~a1d Grau issued statement' yesternay afternoon implicat
ing US Government in move. According to Hevia, Grau 
"ssumes US ,participation fI'om fact m1li.tary attaches 
Glenn ann Schaffer were present at Ciudad Militar early 
yesterday morninp: (EMBTEL 289 August 24). ,He asked if 
Embassy could not release denial .to press ~tating military 
attachEHI visited Ctudad Mtlitsl" after change in command 
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had taken place (which is true). I said I would conBi~r 
matter this morning. Since no such statement by Grau rs , 

<:.:> "!i: 
hRS yet I-> c... 
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7l0cn, from Habana 

~';;.:~ ~i("1 nrlp='ar(:-:d t();1a::l's . [!.['f'tSS, Embassy has 
~':':, \ ei~, 

i"hf:'~J:f":" f;;::O.c,1' C'/' ['epee:" relations w1~h TX'ujillo 
;~!1 r.,yt,) Pri..n ar:pBI~er'.tly for' some t,.me nad been
fc.v·)l'cble oppcrttinity t.) (Just Perez\-" Possibility ot' 
'.'COt'CZ -ONIU Gors pixac:l men t toned by H",via, probably 
1!~\rJr1a1t f~ctcr in Pr~.ols ~ebisio~. 

~'1,:::'\·,"is~.)·~:-. several rankir;~ :)fflcers and shifts in coml'ftSnda::,:'
,:r,~·.·l1n'::ed t:'qay. Situation quiet and evldencegeneral 
:"c ctGf'a :~i:':_o:-t Pel"ez t ciisrrd.G:sial g-rowinp:. ' 

• 

j~LBRICK 

';"'. 

',~ 

cor;P1DENTIAL . 

I 

/' 

I 
I 

/ 



rORM O$·:.'l.22 
7-15.40 

oUod 

OUTGOING TELEGRAM 

~
'ATE 

Chorgo DupMtmont ibparfmtuinf W'tatt, 
COtM:.tA1$.NT I At .. 

NO DISTRIBUTION WITHIN DEPARTMENT 

AMEMBASSY, 

BOGOTlt, 

~ rf'/ 
; 

FOR MILLER FROM BARBER Np. 'ti , .. 
Cuban FONMIN Hevia told our chargePelilez 

precipitated by Prio's discovery he was 
$. 

s.uthorized.negot' with Pres Trujillo, Nature 
$ ! 

negot not (rpt not) known Cub Gevt., Two:US 

attaches at mill J barracks .. :when Prio informed amiv.."""···'· 

change in command. According Hevia. ex-Pres Grau has 

issued statement' implicating US Govt in Perez removal. 

Statement has not (rpt not) appeared in press. 

lIAA renewal has passed Congress. 

Comite met again today 1'e Caribbean situation. i ~~ ;'----Peace 
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