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"SUBJECT:

“increasing preoccupation with insurrectionary activities apparent

from J

_________aAm—— o\ @'u A
, (OFFICIAL USE ONLY). JlANgg%R ;;ﬁm\mﬂoﬁ. An increa
number of reports, rumora,g;gﬂ pregs articles are appearing,

claiming that insurreetion pts are planned for the n o
future., On September 25, In Eiﬁmgo en Cub;E Rolando MASFE CNs‘
charged that a coordinated séries o sturbances, culminating in ‘4
landings and uprisings, was planned to take place between
October 10 and 26. As usual with him, the account was vague and
probably exaggerated. Nevertheless, it was typical of the
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in many circles.
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(CONFIDENTIAL ) Comment. The population as a whole is
comparatively prosperous and generally apathetic concerning the
political situation. There are no signs of widespread civilian
discontent or unrest. A movement relying exclusively or
principally upon civilian suppert would therefore appear to have
slight chances of success. However, it appears that the bulk of
the armed forces is also somewhat apathetic, and that devotion
to BATISTA and his governmeat is found only in a small group of
officers closely associated with him, A movement led by determined
military personnel, relying on the elements of surprise and apathy,
might therefore very possibly be successful, along the lines of
Batista's coup of March 10, 1952, The Embassy's Military Attaché
has received information from a potential participant to the effect
that such a basically military uprising is indeed planned, to
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“occur in October. Other reports have been received indicating -

the existence of a well advanced eivilian conspiracy,operating
with a considerable degree of confidence., It now appears that .

- disturbances are likely to oeeur in the near future, possibly
- during Octobdr, The army i Eemining factor. An uprising -

-

which takes over or neutral 8 a good chance of succcss.
Thus far, the administration is displaying little concern, and

there are no signs that it is taking any unusual precautions.

view of the open predictigms.of %mggp trouble, it agppears that
the administration is convinced ed forces will remain Eﬂ

loyal, and that it can handlo any attemptcd uprising. 9y o
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- (UNOLAuSIFIuD) .
l ‘The C "\eof Deputies app P ple vernment's
. prepesal; 0ld partial elections in November 19 7. These
‘elections yéuld include some seat® in the Chamber ef .Deputies.
Whe the terms of some incumbents would be shortened, or

whether/total membership in the Chamber would be increased, is
net cortnin since a detailed plan-is lacking The Chanber is
 eXpected te 'take up this week the questien of the necessity and
torm of a constitutional amondlcnt., A S

-(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Q%g]g;&.' There 13 an unrealistic
quality to the procedings of the Chamber . eof Deputies, The
.government's prepesal has never been clearly :pellod out,. and

thc Chamber 1: in ne hurry te olucidato. . R

(UNCLASSIFI&D) FLURRY IN CUBAN OIL STOCKS SUBSIDES. On ‘ !
July 2, 1956 an oil well known as "Catalina No. 1" was brought '
~in at over 7,100 feet just south of Jatibenice in Camaguey Prevince.
The well was a combined enterprise of the Cuban-American Drilling
and Expleratien Cempany, Trans-Cuba 0il Cempany, and Cuban-
Venezuelan 0il Veting Trust. The well shewed an initial flew
rate of thirty barrels per hour on' a quarter inch choke. This,
- _and other encouraging develeopments, led te sharp increase in |
\v//iprices and in the volume of trading in shares eof the five Cuban
eil companies new listed en the New Yerk exchange. Since then, !
!
|

preduction from the well has leveled off te appreximately .thirty
~ barrels per day, and the oil stecks are undergoing an appreciable

, decline. i
/é;/ Lgbor. , : \\:>\ I
(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) LABOR OFFICERS CONFERENCE. The ‘ |
Cenference of Laber Officers frem our Embassies in Latin Amorica, S
participated in by interested officials from the Department, the
Department ef Labor, ICA and USIA, reperted in the last Wfoka,
completed its agenda and adjourned en Friday, September
partiecipants have now returned te their pests. The Conference
~ was briefly addressed en September 20 by Eusebie MUJAL, Seeretary
' General ef the Cuban Cenfederatien ef Werkers (CIC), and by ;.
Ignacie. GONZALEZ ~ TELLECHEA, Cuban president eof the Intor-American
Regional Laber Organization IORIT) Mujal called fer increased
- awareness of the danger te the democratic laber mevement in A
Latin America pesed by Communism, and incroaaed activity in /
combatting it. , IR /////,.
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\\Psxchological.

(UNCLASSIFIED) SUEZ. The Suez Canal situatien continued to (

deminate the Cuban press this week with cemmentaries deveted |
particularly te the Secend Lenden. Conferenco, the U:ers’ R N
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relieved that the threat. ef military actien against Egypt was
' aced by ecenemic pressure, altheugh there was seme
de te wheths™ this weuld be really effective; Granted
: t\the Sea Lift areund the Cape of Geed Hepe weuld be expensive,
_ said gfgn&gsgiegg, hew much dees a war cest? This gapor ave
- . the United States much credit fer its persistent efferts for a
. “pesdceful selutien, but largely attributed this te the United
- States desire te keep Russia eut ef the Near sast, and te - :
maintain friendship with the Arabs because of our eil interests
é!gggg seemed quite cencerned ever NASSER hiring Seviet and ether
emmunigt Canal pilets, believing that the Western pewers weuld
net- allew their ships te be pileted by Cemmunists because of the
: ‘pessibilities of espienage. The paper said this weuld, in effect
- be interference with the free navigatien ef the Canal. Infornaci‘n
attacked the Sea Lift plan as ecenemically unfeasible. t is -
very deubtful that the smaller Eurepean ceuntries, weuld be
willing te make such a hereic sacrifice selely fer the benefit
of England, this paper said, and as fer the United States
financing this deficit, what will the Americam citizen think in
a year of electiens? Alerta called the prepesal te send a test
" cenvey threugh the Canal a pesitive and practical step, but
: expressed the fear that Nasser, like Hitler in 1938, weuld net be
\#/{7i able te make cencessiens fer fear ef lesing leadership in the
Aradb werld. El Munde cempared the Nasser seizure te that ef
'MOSSADEGH in Tran, whese take-ever of the British eil wells did
net bring the expected pet ef geld. The real pewder-keg in the
Near East, felt this paper, was net Suez, but the leng smeldering
Argb-israel cenflict. . ’ ‘

Army.

(UNOLASSIFIED) CHANGE IN ASSIGNMENTS OF KEY ARMY OFFICERS.
In Presidential Decrees ef September 17, 1956 the fellewing - -
changes in assignment ef key Army officers were erdered:

Celenel Aquiline GUERRA y Genziélez will replace Lt. Cel,
Victer M. DUENAS y Rebert as Superviser of the Havana Prisen, whe
has been premeted te Celenel in the Emergency Military Service
and new designated as CO eof Rural Guard Regiment Ne, 2 in Camaguey.

- Celenel Leepelde PEREZ y Ceujil is relieved ef pesitien as CO eof
Rural Guard Regiment Ne. 2 and replaces Celenel Guerra whe was .
Vice~President Directer eof BRAC (Buré para la Represién de las
Actividades Cemunistas). Lt. Cel. ESTEVEZ y Maymir serving as :
Cuban Military Attaché te Mexice, Guatemala, Henduras, El Salvader,
Niecaragua, Cesta Rica and Panama will be accredited enly te :
Mexice, Guatemala, Henduras and El Salvader, Celenel Manuel F, de

| les A. LARRUBIA y Paneque is designated as Cuban Military Attaché |
te the Republics ef Niecaragua, Cesta Rica and Panama with efficial
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’- residence ju Cesta Rica, — |
L (coM TIAL) o It has been reperted te ARMA that -
Gue is o very am .ous man whe became disgatisfied with the
- lae§§:f>g gress in i{ttin; BRAC set. up and desired a ¢ e ,
(B=3), /Peres y Coujil has been shifted several times in t
past twe years repertedly because of his wife's fclitical‘activi-
.- . ties.{ She is the Mayer ef Matamzas. He is a relatively insigni-
| ficant efficer despite his rank, Larrubia is being sent te Cesta
o - . Rieca fer twe reasens. First, the preseat Army Attaché te lexice,
Lt. Cel. Juan A. Estévez y Maymir, had all ef Central America o
and ceuld net preperly cever the territery. Larrublia new takes i
‘three -ceuntries frem Lstévez. Secend, it has been reperted (B-3)
several times that FIGUERES, PRIO and Fidel CASTRO are werking. _
- - clesely tegether against Batista., The lecatien eof a leyal
Celenel in Cesta Rica will previde mere first-hand infermatien ef {
anti-Batista activities. o . '
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(UNCLASSIFIED) VISIT OF RADM. ATKESON. RAdm. C. L. C. =
ATKESON, Jr., USN, Cemmander Panama Secter, Caribbeam Sea Frentier
. ~and Cemmandment ef the Fifteenth Naval District, visited Habana
\v//ikron September 20 te September 22, en an infermal trip im
cennectien with matters. RAdm. Atkesen travelled by Naval
aircraft and was atcempanied by a staff eof three officers. While
- here, he c¢alled en the Minister eof Natienal Defense and the Chief
of Staff ef the Cuban Navy. He visited the Cuban Naval Arsenal
at Casablanca, the frigate Antonio'Macoo[‘the Cuban Naval Academy,

and{the Cuban Naval Air Stat en at el,
Negative, , /(1‘JL-
‘ Vinton' )

Chargé d'Affaires
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Centributers: Pelitical: - JLTepping
' 0il Steck: LHPrice

Laber: - 'JLTepping o T
Pgychelegical: RSBryam “ o
Army: LtCelJETreadway

Navy: CdrLKrisel -

;AmEnbis:iei, Giudad‘irﬁjillt and‘Port-au-Prian.'




