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- (UNCLASSIFIED) PRIO ACCUS Ristrc praN. ‘& poiibl' (D] B
roport was submitted to the ndy Court in whiéh éx- 3 5

putting inte execution & terroristic plan adopted as a result of the
failube of theéir revolutionary pletting, It was charged that this®.-
plan ¢onsisted of two phases: a first phase begin early this year-
of sugar cane burnings, provoking labor ¢onflicts,” 8abotaging” commu-
nications, and fomenting studént strikes; and a second phase of
bonibings that ‘have’ already begun and attempbs on individuals that —
are in preparatiori, Various persons weie named in the’ report, with
speeifie aets of terrorism ascribed to several of them.,

L a0 22y jsifi¥e :
President Carlos PRIO Socarrfis and@‘’his followers wiie accused of ’i

_log pem

fre vma e e e b e s e

\w)ffz “The Urgency Court orderad the arrest of 17 of thé persons

atcused in the reéport, including Prio, Of these, Pas¢asie LINERAS,
textile labor leader who just returned from cxilo in the United -
States, has been jailed, and Radl CASTRO Ruz, recéntly reléased from
Jail“undor ‘political” amnesty ‘together with his brother, Fidel CASIRO,

leader of the Santiago uprising in 1953, has sought aaylum in the
Mexican Embassy.

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) Gommont. "The" poliée repert has all f
the appearances of being a frameup. It pictures a raBher téo grandiose
and all too inclusive plan te be entirely credible., Furthermore, it
is much too pat and detailed in its accusations., There can be
several motives behind it: natural harassment of perscons known to

~ have no love for the regime; stage setting for additional accusa-
tions and harassment of othera- and depictien of a background of
terrorism against which the slaying of Jorge AGOSTINI (see Weeka °
No. 2&) could be Jnstified. (See despatch e, 1268, Janc 17, 1955.)

(ﬁNGLASSIFIEB) ‘OPPOSITTQN NEWSPAPER SUSPENDED., By a resolu-
tion of June 16, the Minister of the lnterior ordered the suspenoion

of La Gallo, the ?utrand-out egpasitien dail _that_ firssgag eared
on Xpril X, 1 and already had some treub ‘'with the orities
(see Weekas Nas. 15 ‘and 23). ~The paper was aeeus of "inciting;
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violence, breaking the haruiény among the citizens léssoﬁlng s
L__?restige’ef the institutions of the State, and af Eﬁt autEBzitiesF;>
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|amd officers.” . It was further all.g.d-qhae;g;_%,;%,~wa.‘roundod GIE%'
$30,000 of Prfoc money and that "direéted and oriented by Communist |

elements and supsidised by subversive olononts,'ég_gglli is being
used by insurrectional political elements as an appropriate vehicle
teo maintain ‘abnormal_gondition in the country"., It was char .
that the newspaper was an instrument in the terroristic -campaign-
ascribed to Prfo and his followers (see above). S

-2 The Chibéds 0rt6do§¥g, the Prio Auténticos, and the journalists'
—  association of Havana Province have protested the suspension as an
infringement of freedom of expression.- - : -
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) Comment. La Calle did have a leftish

tingé and ‘did carry Commie-line articles and editorials from time to

" time, However, it printed more USIS material than any other paper in

- Cuba and its over-all tone was vehemently and uncompromisingly oppo-.
sitionist, : ' o .,

. ‘The charge that this Ordodoxe-oriented and ostemsibly findnced
paper was founded with Prfé money is difficult to believe., One
commentator observed ironif€ally that the accusation achieved "amas--
ing unification™ in La Calle of opposing Ortodoxos, Prio Auténtices,
and Communists, ' S - ‘

, ~ " The suspension removes an inereasingly annoying thorn fiom |
Batista's side. According to reports, La Calle increased its
circulatien from a few thousand to about 25,000 at the time of the
shutdown. . : PR

B ‘The ¢dse is going before the courts and it remains to be seen
whether the government's interpretation of the limits imposed by -
law on freedom of the press will be upheld. (See despatch No. 1271,
June 20, 19550) C - . )

(UNCLASSIFIED) SEQUEL TO AGOSTINI KILLING. The widow of Jorge
AGOSTINI Villasarm, slain on June 9 in an alleged gun-battle with
the authorities (see Weeka No. 24), filad a court complaint because
of the death against Lt. Julie C. ﬁAURENT; the officer in charge =
~of the Naval Intelligence Service detachment involved in the shooting,
Summoned to court, Lt., Laurent repeated the official version of
what happened. | S , ﬁ 2 :
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) Comment. It is doubtful that Mrs.
Agostini will be able to establish in court her version that her
gusband'was brutally and deliberately murdered, even though it may
e true, k

Reports have reached the Embassy that Agostini was working on

a plan to assassinate Batista., One of these adds that the authori- -

’ ties had notified his family that his undercover activities, espec- |
ly those aimed at Batista's life, could no longer be tolerated |

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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(;;d that if he did not le th§>country;'h§ would be eliminated,
These reports are regarded as probably true: The Embassy's know-

ledge of Agostini indicates that he certainly possessed the personal
disregard for danger to undertake an assassination

- mission.

" (UNCLASSIFIED) GGNSOLIDATED RAILROADS STRIKE ENDS.. The °
illegal and“unofficiai strIEo on the GConsolldated Rallroads that
broke out upon the announcement of the government's decision in the

" dispute pending between the system and its workers (see Weeka No. 24)

came td an end. An agreement was éffected between the Confederation
of Cuban Workers (CTC) and the Railway Brotherhoods on the one side
and the Camaguey military commander and a Ministry of Labor represen=~
tative on the other. The agreement provided for littsle more tham -
discussion of the government's decision with the Minister of Labor,

- "(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment, While neither the CTC nor the
‘Railway Brotherhoods was supposed to have anything to do with the"
strike (and the former probably did not), sheir signatures to this
agreement were enough to end the stoppage. There may be slight
changes made in the decree embodying the government's decision, but
it is not very likely that any will be far-ieaching, CTC sources
say there is still hard feeling a bgg'tho‘GOﬁsolidated'wcrkera‘andf\,w
are not certain'that“trouble“ma*7%6 ak out again, So far, however, '
the governmént has acted with apparent fairness to the company and

\J/fzith”fi?ﬁnédi; biut not arbitrariness, towards workers who seeumed

tent on changing a government labor decision by taectiecs that in

‘ Auténtico administrations generally succeeded.

; (UNCLASSIFIED) 0

QFFICES, A Ministry of La . “lnaudil- AN,
organizational secretary of the H., Upmann tobacco unien, aﬁd‘carios
RODRIGUEZ, who held the samé position in another tobacco company
union, removed from those offices. The executive committees of th
unions were ordered to name replacements for the two men. -

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) ~Comment. The two men had earlier headed
& Communist attempt to break up a meeting of an Havana federation
of tobacco workers. Formal complaints against them had beén brought
in court by union offiecials; It is perhaps because of these anteé=-
cedents that the resolution, instead of intervening the two unions,
" simply ordered them to remove and replace the men, o o
, . 3 ,

- (UNCLASSIFIED) ARGENTINA. Cuban newspapers viewed the revolt -
against Perén as a natural céonsequence of his attacks on the Catholic
Chureh, and many predicted that h® has not seen the last of upris-
ings against his regime. Diarieo Nacional thought that this was the
beginning of the erid for Peérdn, saying that the Argentine leader =
has emerged :weaker instead of stronger from the uprising, and that

other attempts, better organized and more forceful, are to be expected.
‘ Th

e paper predicted that foreign governments, including the United |

|LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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: Etatol,.will now thinkfgwico before continuing political relations 1
ith a regime which has been excommunicated. Diario Nacional '
pointed oupthat Perén :is weaker than ever, bdf?%%??'ﬁ%ﬁi%?Eﬁs .
because h¢ is in a corher and may swing to ultranationalism. That
' paper an elsior scoffed at Perén's charges that the Communists

sacked the ‘churches and blamed the Peronistas for the outrages.

- Winner or loser in the current struggle, Perén has lost sympathy
both within and outside of Argentina, Excelsier said, and has not
seeR the énd of revolution because last week's events showed clear

. disgust over Peronista tyranny., Diario de la Marina denied that '
excommunication of ‘Perén's regime Ied to the rebellion, saying the -
.Churth does not incite people to civil wap and revolutionary plans
were well advanced when the Vatican's acsion was made known., El
Munde termed Perdn's measures against the Catholic Church incredibly
‘stupld and said it was easy to see that the religious sentiments of
the Argentines would be stirred up to the boiling point against him,

- - Alerta said that Perdn cannot count on sympathy abroad or in his own
country because his administration of Argentina has resulted in -
reduced standards of the economy, public¢ morality, social stricture,

-and now religion, "Avance said revolutions are not a nice thing but
sgggiimés are the only way for a people to get out of its diffi-

c es. -

Army

/1 (UNCLASSIFIED) IRANSFER OF REGIMENTAL COMMANDERS. On June 1k,
1955, Colonal Alberto DEL RIO Chaviano was relieved of command of
the First Rural Guard Regiment at Santiago de Guba and transferred
.to the Second Rural ‘Guard Regiment at Camaguey, replacing Colonel
Leopoldo PEREZ Coujil, Lt, Col, Angel @ONZALEZ Alonso, the
Executive Officer, has temporarily assumed command of the First
Rurdl Guard Regiment., Coloneél Pérez Coujil was transferred to the
Army General Staff, but is presently on leave status with no o
Jrspecific assignment as yet. He had been in command of the regi-
ment in Camaguey only since January 1955 when he was transferred
from the Fourth Rural Guard Regiment at Matanzas.

. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) Commerit,  Colonel Del Rfo Chaviano has’
lately been, the target of bitter attacks in the press because of his
. alleged brutality after the Santiago uprising in July 1953, The most
bitter and outspoken of these diatribes was that by Fidel CASTRO, .
(Leader of the attackers on the garrison), which appearéd in a
recent issue of the magazine Bohemia (see Weeka No, 22), Del Rfo
enjoyed a very bad personal reputation in Oriente Provinée and was
disliked intensely by the people, particularly ia Santiage. His
long overdue transfer may tend to ease the tension in Oriente.

- It has heen reported that Pérez Coujil had been criticizing
government policy in the Consolidated Railreséd strike in Camaguey = -
land'had‘affered to arrange a personal interview with Batista for the] =
Lu n leaders. When Batista learned of this he ealled_the Army Chief

LIMITEB OFFICIAL USE
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o ‘ot Stnft by tolophono and dirggtod that Ptros .Goujil be rtliovod ]’

~'|ismediately and that Del :Rfe Chaviano be ¢rdorod to caualnoy. Thus
" two problems were oolvod’at the same time, - ‘ |
<No¢ativo; | RN ‘ -

>

- -Carlos C, Hall 7'
Gharg‘ d'Affaires, ﬂoi.

-~ Participants: GGHall, HMRandsll, JPHoover, CFPick, Jr., FcFornos, :
‘ ' - dr., JdeZengotita, WBGaldwci RGGuahing, @DAnderson,
Elmore (MA), Treadway (MA), Siaton (AA).
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