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(UNGLASSIFIED) EXaN! , R} 1t
-~ the evening of June 9th, or;i AGOSE
and former chief of the preaside: ;
was shot to death by agents of the Intelligence Serviee and tho
Bureau of Investigations of the onal Police. The efficial version
of the slaying is that the authorities had knowledge that Agostini
was eonspiring with others in a residence in the Vedado sestion of
Havana and on the evening in question had thrown a cordon around the
block in which the residence is located in an effort to a pirehend him <
: n the officers entered the residence, the official vers
tinues, Agostini fled and in the course of his flight, opened fire i
with a pilto which provoked return fire that killed him. e reeoivod::
a dozen or more wounds from the head to the waist,
Another veraion of what happenod is offered by the University '
Student Federation (FEU}, This has it that Agostini was taken alive,
knocked to the ground, and murdorod while lying helpless. _ é;
4|
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The killing has aroused a atorm of protest from all sectors of
the opposition and provoked strong demands for an investigation,
officer in charge of the naval intelligence detachment involved is.
openly accused of murdering Agostini, :

The funeral services feor Agostini were made the occanion of
denunciations of the ‘circumstances surrounding his death. One report
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had some 300 people accompanying the body through the streets to the

cemetery and singing the national anthem,

from Prfo was inseribod "four friends will follow ‘your example™,

(LIMITED OFFIGIAL.VSE) Comment, The
is essentially the same as the . -story told

convinced that the authorities knew from an informer that Agostini

was to be at the Vedado residence and had
tion. She says that
Hospital who saw what actually oecured.

made good his escape from the residence but was seized in the street
L_Ehat he was held in a poliee car until the arrival of the

thére was a witness at the nearby Angl
Her version is that Agostini

It is said that a wreath

FEU version of the killing'
by Mrs. Agestini, She is

paid well for the informa-
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Entolli;onu ornm-; E;Qi was then &i-m.d from the ¢ar and held

hile smashed in the face with the butt of a

submachine gun (she

avers that the autoply~rovoalod face injuries consistent with this);

and that ) lhot while 1 d :fltho :ound. Aocori ding to her, |
| ..,Pin@nﬂ. hand grontdes ol ogea by oho aythorisils o Bave

has been
‘ conspiracy charges if she makes troublo.

ed that™she and her children will bo faced with\g;tY

.. Tiere is little or no doubt that Agostini had been engaged in
- - . conspiratorial activities for a long tine, noot likely with rotirod |

naval officers ousted after the March 10
prenilol of reinstatement once Batista aho

and susceptible to
be overthrown., It is

almost equally sure that the authorities have been out to "got"

A;ostini for just as leng.

) It 1sAanv1nteroatin§ point that none of the govornnont agents
~ - involved in the Agostini shooting were reported to have been hurts
Agostini was a good marksman and had fighting oxporioneo in the

Spanish glvil war, If it is true that he opened a battle that

- resulted-in his death, it is surp rising tha
grenades alleged to be at his disposition he

whatever dospieo his skill and experience.

with the fistol,and
could inf

This case has been described in some detail since it is another

in which the official version is ogen to the
\¥//fjname of Agostini is added to the 1

gravest suspicion. The

st of those who many Cubans are

onvinced were brutally and callouslguuurdorod by the authorities.

This 1ist already inecluded Mario FOR

Y, prisoners taken in the

Santiago de Cuba uprising in July 1953, and two extortionists whe
just the other day after a running gun fight with the police, were

killed but whose bodies appeared to exhibit the peculiarity ef having

been shot from in front.,

The repetition of cases of this kind indicates an uncheckod
“disregard on the part of many officers of the armed forces of
fundamental rights, whether of political egpononts or of common

criminals, and shows that force and brutal

ty are not being elimina-

ted as a means of combattingatgposition or Yunishing lawbreakers,

It is highly unlikely that sta gorsonal
¢

y orders the application

ar cases t the fagt remains

such re¢ssive measu
tﬁat he ﬁag :one no n‘rg en ¢ euns ances

ave been susplcious

gunish responsiblo officers or even to investigate the chargel
aga

nst th N

An Agostini case adds fuel to the opposition to Batista and -
is fully utilized by them to show that the recent political amnesty,
the elaim to constitutional govermment, and Batista's expression
of his desire for domestie "peace and harmony" are boliod by the
activities of the latter'l trigger-hqppy followers.,

(UNGLASSIFIEB) MORE BQMIS On June 9 six small bombs were

ed in as many -movie theaters in Havana.

Four were discovered l
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. thlodod while tit7wng§i:}f‘1n rest rooms doing minor demage and |
+=ur ing nobedy. - ! R .

~ (OFFROIAL USE ONLY) « Everyone dpplores the series of
indiserigingte and pointless bombings of which this is the latest
‘manifestation. One or two opposition writers point out that the
. ‘bombing of theaters, stores and similar illogical targets is
ineffective and puerile method of combatting the regime. They
suggest, although admittedly without evidence, that the government
1tselfl il responsible for the outrages in an endeavor to maintain
~ 7 -+ an. atmosphere of tension and insecurity favorable to the contine
uance of its repressive measures., In the absence of any other
evidence, the Embassy is inclined to attribute these bombings to
torrorésm not intelligent enough to realise that it defeats its
. own endsg. - : i

o - (UNCLASSIFIED) PERIOD FOR SURRENDER !5 ILLEGALLY HELD ﬁggg_
EXPIRES, On June 7 there empired the period of 30 days whioh the
olitical amméisty law granted for the surrender without criminal
iability of illegally held arms (see Weeka No. 19).

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment., The Embassy has received no
reports that this period of grace resulted in any significant
surrender of clandestine arms. -

, (UNCLASSIFIED) ARMS DISPLAY IN SENATE. During a meeting one
day last week of the Auténtico Senators in the.Capitel, pistols
were drawn by Senators Eduarde SUAREZ Rivas and Gilberte LEYVA
Hernéndez, both representing Las Villas Prevince. The reasen for
the display was the rancer resulting from the faet that the former
had just displaced the latter as president of the Auténtigco assembly
of their province. Anything more serious than a display was
averted by their colleagues, although one interposing Senator was
a:id Io’have had his finger caught by the hammer of one of the
pistols. ‘ ‘ o ' ' - '

 (UNGLASSIFIED) GOVERNMENT DECISION ON CONSOLIDATED RATLROAD
eting on.the report of the Accounts.

CASE; CONSEQUENT STRIKING,
o ~ibunal, whieh has not been made public, the Government announced
its dgg@gion’in the case of the Consolidated Railroads.

Last November Consolidated had tried to lay off about 1,200
workers, alleging it was losing money. ° The government has now
authorized a reduction of eight percent in salaries and wages and

- the retirement of all personnel eligible for pensions from the Land
Transport Retirement Fund. Wages are to be paid only for time - -
actually worked. The company instead of paying certain tames, will
turn théir amount over to the Land Iransport Retirement Fund to the
extent of $600,000 a year. Recommendations for the revision of
existing ‘eollective labor agreements, which aro_suspend@diﬂare to

| be made in 90 days by a tripartite committee. A ministerial -
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[COliillionlil to report within six months on the entire transport
system, .~ - LT .

The anné\ chodt?ét'ého‘ vernment's decision has set off

strikes thriéughout the Consolidated system. There have been at
least two cases of deratlménts, without: personal injury, throusf;iy
‘sabotage; and the authorities ﬁavo issued strong warnings. The
Confederation of Cuban Workers (CTC) has stated the strikes are
. unauthorised but is making representations to the government for
_ the medifieation of its decision., -

- (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) GComment. The government's dec¢cision is
‘much like. what responsible labor leaders had earlier told the Embassy
would be a reasonable solution of the Consolidated problem. CTC
Secretary~Ceneral MUJAL now informs the Embassy that labor is

- concerned that collective labor contrasts are suspended and may

. not be reintroduced on a fair basis. He alleges also that the
Accounts Tribunal report found the company guilty of "ddctoringa its
books in some instances and says this should be made public. e
government decision in faet justifies the railroad's eharging .
preferential rates to some customers and states this has been done
in accomdance with the law. - .

- (UNCLASSIFIED) RICE AG%QEEEQT CONCLUDED, The rice agreement
baetween Cuba and the ted States,; replacing that of December 17,
2, was signed at the Cuban Ministry of State on June 13, 1955,

his new agreement provides (1) that the basie quota of 3,250,000
quintals shall begin to enter Cuba on July 1 of each yoar;}(z’ thas
a deficit quota, if any, shall be announced by Cuba not later.than
February 15 for entry not later than April 1 of each year;. (3) that
all basic and deficit queta rice from the United Statgaﬁwill pay
the low tariff duty of $1.85 per 100 kilograms; and (4) that either
party to the agreement may request a reopening of negotiations te
modify it, (See Weeka No. 22?. ‘ ‘ e -

(UNCLASSIFIED) EUROPE. Cuban newspapers considered. the Soviet
invitation to Chanceller Adenauer as a clever effort by the USSR ,
to win by diplomacy what she failed to gain by intimidation:
neutralization of Western Germany. Most papers, confident of
Adenauer's loyalty to the West, gave the Russian move but scant
chance of success. iario Nacienal best reflected the editorial
tone of the Cuban press in aa%!ng that the Soviets, defeated in
their efforts to impede German rearmament and integration inte the -
Western Europe defense alliance, have embarked suddenly on a '
campaign to win friends and influence people, a plan congeived
audaciously in the eleventh hour to break up the unity of the
NATO alliance. The paper said the USSR would like the world teo
think she has renounced her plans for conquest, but that the new
stragegy is only a change of pace aimed at immediate objectives. _
Diario de la Marina likened the latest Soviet moves to a stage

’ magician pullling surprises out of a hat and said nobedy should lcso’
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