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SUBJECT:

(WM&WL@) GOVERNMENT RA AN BANT Nt i 153 A ALY %é'
no candidates have. 3@t been announced for th@ }953\e1e~,%a.'xa;' g
Government Coslition Parties kicked off their campaign or-Sunday, L=
June 30 with a much publicized mass %pesce® rally in gan%iag@ de Cuba.
Hailing it as a great success, some newspapere reported the attend-
. ance as high as 100,000. Eleven spe%isr@, including Vice President

= Rafael GUAS Inclan, expressed the regime®s hopes for peaceful

electione in 1958 and its firm intention of turning over the govern-
ment to the successful presidential candidate. Santiago was tense
preceding the rally, with numerous acts of terrorism and sasbobage.
The city was heavily patrolled by police and military forces; per-
sons entering the city were searched for arms and explosives and
at least five men, including two soldiers, were killed by gunfire on
June.30. The rally was covered by American newsmen including Iarzry
Allen of Associated Preuse y
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(CONFIDENTIAL) GOMMENT: Apparent objectives were to shiow the
country, and particularly Santiago, that the Government is in fimm
control, and to reprimand Santiago for insubordination. Many
Santlago residents previously asked that the meeting not be held
beczuse of the unsettled political situation. Contrary to newspaper
reports, our Consul in Santiago reports the afﬁéﬁéxnce~at~asm&x£€blf~;Vf‘
mately 5,000, with sbout half broughtih from outside the city.

~Security patrols -~ which for some time past have been armed with
submachine guns and rifles -- were supplemented for few days before
rally by squads of civilian strong-arm men (reportedly 4n the employ ()

of Senator Rolando MASFERRER), heavily armed and wearing baaeball capé
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to distinguish them. From June 25, onward there were increasing
reports of rebel terrorism and polise brutality. Many Santiago
restients“atayei indoors during weekend or left town altegether.

anneunced that on June 30, near Palma Sorilano, Proyince of Oriente,
Government forces surpriseéd a group of rebels, took 15 prisoners
nd seiged their camp centaining,large stecks of arms ggg equipment.
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(Uncmss:mm) REBEL AND TERRORISTIC ACTIVITY. The Cuban Army- §~
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[ There wes a defimite nﬁ&gnup of ter giﬁic sotivity the
g%%% weak ﬁi?@ s%@orﬁﬁ ﬁf Dembings and. sabe g¢ frem all marts of |

Ty was dlscevered in Eﬁb&hﬁ and there —
,@ﬁt sha -l@k, elis é by seme 12 or
3@%@ 39 %imelgwing 2088 ﬁ

t&@ir %&yhiﬁ%e 2 ?udi@ st&*ﬁ:a and bw@;éeaﬁawc&%yli&@&t&rvssf."
ments eut the “%@th“@f Juiy’ Mevement and Fldel CASTRO.

{@m¢;;gﬁs§xﬁa) COMMENT . __The Army A Attach€ has been i%ge 71
hat 7 rebels were killed, in 2 additien te the 15 taken-prisener,
during the June 30 enceunter near Palms Seriane. He was teld that
this news 12 net being publicized hecaume it\igzgnumyar te the
V%@ace“ theme of the Jume 30 Santlage de Cub ally. -

. There ape rumers that Raul CHIBAS, fermer Ortedexe leader, and
Felipe PAZGE Roque, leading intellectual sppesitienist -- as well
as PAZGSS sgen -- have Jjeined CASTRS in (he Sierra Maestra meumtains.,
This infermatien, if true, weuld be quite significant as bheth men -
have large &@113%@ng3$w

CLASSIFIED) CONGRESS AND 1958 ELECTIGNS. Cengress adjeurned
June @8 huﬁ %111 weeeﬁ@ene in special l@:@ian, reperiedly em July — —
15, te censider the Electeral Cede and "ether urgent nattcrs“ ‘The
Cede fellews the general p&tterg of the 19043 Cede and its main peints
prepesc electiens en Jume 1, 1958, direct vete, ecancellatien of
veters? identity cards (Carnets and issuance of new enes, an
increase in the number of Senaters frem 54 te 72, making 20 the
legal veting age, certaim centrels ever the erganizatien @f p&@tie@
and pelitical greups, and a supervised ballet ceunt. ——=-

The Gevermment Cealitien Pavties have begun their 1958 sresi- .
dential campaign but the eppesitien remains divided. Emilie (Mille§
OCHOA has repeated that his Ortedexe (Cuban Peogle $8 Party) factien
will net participate in electiens until tﬁ%?‘ 18 an apprepriate
guarantee ef gertanal liverties.

[DE COMMENT The picture iz a gtraﬁge ene: the
Gevernment Partie: geem te be busily preparing fer the electiens
which may end their tenure while the eppesitienists whe have asked
fer early electiens and whe accuse the Gevernmeant ef net wanting -
te held electiens are practically at a standstill. There still are
" né develepments indicating that the varisus eppesitienist greups
- will develep an effective united frent er tﬁiﬁ’ﬁhﬁy will-stapd ——
behind 2 single anti-Batista candidate. i
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- Cengress. The 102 delegates from the Habana Pr
.the ether five provincgael unions.
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@g%lﬁh@ﬁ&@ e T
égone cenclusien, a surprise element was injbé%éﬁ
inte the. Congresé when delegates frem five ef the six previncial _
uniens axriliated with the Federatien abstained from attemding the
ovince Unien, hewever,
weulé be sufficient to eut-vete the combined delegate vote 1&2 ) ef
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(em'xcm USE ONLY) COMMENT % Pursuant . te— electien eof
.Samalea, whe re places Angel COFIfiC as S eretary General ef the

Federatioen, it wag efficially am@m%@ ‘that (a) the provisienal
geverning beard appointed en April 12 by the Gevernment to intervene
the Federatien has been disselved and (b) the military superviser,
Lt. Colonel Jesé Figarelo Enfante, appeinted en May 21, to restere

‘-nermal eperatiens within the electric plants, has been withdrawn.

-—~——ﬁﬁ__‘fgﬁg_iﬁﬁ4$he 2 surface, conditions new appear nermal in the electric

industry but there still éxists considerable unrest and resentment
ameng the werkers. This stems frem the fact that several electric
workers have been in Jjail (on July 2 mest of these werkers were

released) and that many fellewers eof Cefifie resent the ferced elec-

tiens impesed by -the provisional governing beard at the. %@hest of
the CTC.

PSYCHOLOGICAL =~ - . — e ee— - -

(UNCLASSIFIED) The Cuban press singled ocut fer majer attentien
this week the Seviet naval mevement in the Medlterranean -- the sale
ef three submazines to Egypt and the passing of several Seviet war-
ships threugh the Dardanelles. Mest papers considered the latter
meve not enly a Seviet attempt te belster Egypt and Syria, but a
geed chance te get a leeck at the NATO maval maneuvers new starting
in the Mediterranean. Beth Diarie de la Marina and Infermacién
felt that the naval power of the West was s8Gill far tes superier

~to the Seviet®s feor this meve te be ef any serieus military ‘threat,

and therefore may be a pelitical ene -- an attempt te weaken er
breach the Baghdad Pact. On the ether hand, Excelsler ﬁhﬁught there

Was a real millitary danger te the West ani\n@EeE The o ' pewer
_ ef the Seviet submarine force riets are

building up Albania inte a majer submarine base. This 2%apexn.
admitted, however, that the presence of Seviet warships in the
Mediterranean was proebably alse = political meve te prove te Egypt
-and Syria that the Seviets tee could display naval ferce in that
| area. Inrermacién added that the aale or the three submarines ta
-~ Egypt :
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in m‘xnn of !s.m, wes maem en 28 Jume 1957 :%
ud f .6 BARRERAS &rt:gsms m@ en charges of mistreatment

pelitical w%iwwe The charges were breught abeut by lawyers re-

. presemting prisensrs. The h@omﬂ alse included Majer Pedre

REDRIGUEE Cote amd meuﬂ?mt Luis 1. Mentesine.

.  (CONPIDENTTAL) COMMENT: Fear has been expressed many times beth
puhihiy and p?iut@ly f-r thelife ef Celenel Ramen BARQUIN Lepez

and his asseclates new serving time en the zlsle ef Pimes. This ceurt

actien against UGALDE Carrilie may be ene methed of BATISTA?s teo

gpike mrs about BARQBE*: safety and at the same time keep atreng-

man UGAIBE Carrille in charge ef the prisen. (See WEEXA Ne. 3B, 1956).

(UR&ELBSIFIﬁ%) GENERAL PEDR® ROPRIGUEZ AVILA ﬁSTﬁB!S AS aaauggx?
LHERAL 6B THE ARMY. The fellewing changes of assig
glace ‘within the Cubem Army effected by Presidemtia Beem,suly L 195?.

1. Brig. Oen. Pedire RODRIGUEZ Avila was relieved 23 cemmander
ef Bural Guard Regt. Ne.l PMACE®®, Santiage de Cuba and mminm
Adjutant General ef the Amy, kis previcus assignmedt.

e

' 2. Brig. Gen. Luis ROBAINA y Pledra was relieved as Aetia;
Adjutant General, reverting te his permanent assignment as Xz&s;@@tw g
General ef the Army. e

3. Celenel Ramen m Vidal was efficially appeinted Commander
ef Rural Guard Regiment Ne. 1 "MACE®", Santiage de Cuba. He m been
acting as Chief ef the Regiment smce 16 J ne 195? when Brig.
RODRIGREZ Avila was takem 111 and had retufned te Habana. 3ec ﬁ!!ﬁé
We. 2l dated 12 Jume 1957 and R-51-57).

(mmm) cmsg The assigniments fm uhiela ROBPRIGUEZ
and ROBAINA were relieved were temperary and they have simply reverted
te their permanent pests. The selectien of CRUZ Vidal te cemmand the
key Rural Guard Regiment is semetling of a mystery. He’is a weak,
ine&pable cemmander or very dou‘btr% merals. T
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