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(UNCLASSIFIED) ARMS. SEIZURﬁS. oh ugusvpta and again on S °
August 5, the autherities seized stanti#® caches of clan-
destine arms in Havana, -

Between ° hgdépb'caches ‘the arms included O
the fellewing: 44 M-l carbines; ser

ted rifles; 31 Jehnsen
automatic rifles; 22 submachine guns' 34 machine guns, including -
- three of 50 callber, 11 antitank rifles- three trench mertars;

seme piStOlS' hand grenades; blasting powder and caps; and
.smmunitien fer the weapens, Between 20 and 25 persens were

_ arrested in cennectien with the seizures, Search fer pessible
\J/f§7'additional caches centinues, '
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The autherities charged that the arms were intended fer ~
immediate use by supperters of ex-President Carles PRIQ Secarris,
headed by Aureliane SANCHEZ Arange, Eufemie FERNANDEZ Ortega,
and Jeslis GONZALEZ Cartas ("El Extrafie"). Accerding te the
official versien, attempts were te be made against President
BATISTA and ether gevernment figures, as well as against eppesi-
tien elements, including even Prfo himself with whese scheduled

return frem exile seme ¢f his insurrectiqygry fellewers were
net in agreenent,

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment., These twe arms seizures
coincided most oppertunely with the date (August 6) en which Prfe
was te have arrived in Havana,

- Hence, they might be regarded
as a frameup te creaté tensien facilitating repressive measures

in connectien with his arrival. Hewever, it is the Embassy's
- impression that the finds were 1egitimate. Their existence is

ne cause fer suggrise in view of the practical certainty of the
introdu&titxf pi'’6landestine arms inte the country.

The official charge regarding the plnns of Sﬁhchez Arange
et %ﬁ @? li be true but the Embassy has ne imdependex‘&j
infoe it, , o,
= ~ e
= . v -
(UNCLASSIFIED). « g»Returg
Cubans received with suryr;se
Prio Socarris, enly a fev
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' 'i in Habana en August 6i-had péstpened his return frem exile,

. The. anneup¢ément of his decisien te remain in'Miami fer the B

-~ present, as released by "Teny" VARONA, the head ef the Prfe = 1x

‘Auténtices, blamed "the tensien exist: in the ceuntry as a — .
ezatlons

censequence of the fidding ef arms and the centinueus pers
and searches™ which created an atmosphere ™unpropitieus" fer
the ex-President's return, Prie was alse reperted as saying ‘
_ that che wished te aveid the "vielence and bleedshed" which might
" develep upen his arrival in Cuba. Heé insisted that his return
. was enly pestpened and net abandened. S ' 4
After his first incredulity, President Batista expressed
- regret at Prfe's decisien, saying that in Cuba under his gevernment
Prie weuld have "greater security and guarantees" than anywhere
- - else in the werld, -Batista alse suggested that, had Prfe = =~ -
actually ceme back, he might have reasen te fear net the gevern-
ment se much as his ewn asseciates whe were dissatisfied with
his anneunced decisien te return and abanden insurrectien fer
peaceful pelitical activities.

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) Cemment. Right up te his eleventh-
heur change ef mind, Prfe had repeatedly insisted en his -
determinatien te return, spurning "gevernment guarantees',

\J/{j proclaiming his reliancekelely en the "guarantees of’public
backing", repertedly declaring himself willing te return even
"under gunfire™, and building up his imminent presence in Cuba
as an impertant facter in reestablishing demecracy. There is
ne deubt that the fanfare attending his prepesal placed him more
preminently befere the public than at any time since his ever-
threw in 1952, ‘ '

-

New, however, he is epen te the accusatien ef cewardice,
of having perpetrated a vast heax en the Cuban people, eor at
least of indecisien and vacillatien., His brave werds came te
nething and his eventual return, if he dees ceme back in the
near future, will be in the nature of an anticlimax.

" Prie's anneunced reasernis fer changing his mind are net ;

entirely impressive, The fiidding ef arms caches just prier te
his scheduled arrival and increased activity by the autherities s
arising therefrem de net substantially change the status que

. ante, The presence of clandestine arms in the ceuntry surprises
ne ene, Furthermore, with er witheut arms finds and arrests,
it should have been as ebvieus te Prfe as te anyene else that -
it was quite possible fer treuble te develop eut ef his return,
frem either over-enthusiastic er het-headed fellewers, It is = |-
hard net te suspect that the arms seizures breught heme fercibly g
‘te Prfe the unabated insurrectienary determinatien ef seme of :
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ether elemente and made him realize that l
Cuba

“ his asseciates er
~ he f;i:; run a greater—fisk than he theught in returning te
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NCLASSIFIED) PRI% FOLLOWER COMES OUT OF HIDING 2
August 1, Diege Vicente Rescalvo, accused with . ) of
of cem licity in a Prfe~inspired terreristic plet (see Weeka“
.Ne, 26), came eut of hiding and presented himself te the
N~ ghief of the Military Intelligence Service (SIM), Accerding
-_te reéeperts the interview between the twe was mere cerdial
" than etherwise, Thereafter Tejera visited the Urgency Ceurt
- .where he was infermed that there was ne arrest erder eut
against him and where he placed himself at the dispesitien ef
the Ceurt te appear when called te testify in any case in which
he is invelved. ‘ ,

- Tejera teld reperters that he had returned clandestinely
. te Cuba in February 1955, disguised as a sailer, He alse said
- that he had abandened revelutienary activity as a failure and
. that he had ceme eut in the epen as an act ef party discipline
in view of Prfe's anneunced intentien ef abandening exile and
returning te Cuba.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) GOVERNMENT NOT TO ACT ON CIC BAN
3 _

M

ean-Amer can': Sugar

Gempany were infermed by the Minleter of Laber that he was SR

clesing his eyes te the ban declared by the Cenfederatien ef
Cuban Werkers (CTC) against shipmeht of raw sugar te the
Company's United States refineries (see Weeka Ne, 30). The
CTC actien was taken in suppert ef strikers at the Gedchauz .
and Colonial refineries of the Company in Leuisiana., The
Minister said the ban had been impesed at the request ef the
CIO and that the gevernment was fellewing this pelicy eut ef
gratitude fer CIO and AFL ceeperatien with Cuba in the matter
of sugar legislatien in the United States Cengress,

Army , o
(CONFIDENTIAL) FURTHER DATA ON MAGAZINE EXPLOSION. A
reliable seurce stated that the magazine explosion - in -Habana
harber en August 1 completely destreyed er rendered useless

the entire centents (see Weeka No. 31). A previeus repert
stating that the magazine had centained explesives and grenades
cenfiscated frem subversives apparently was in errer, In

additien te pewder, there were 55 barrels ef petassium perch-
lerate stered in the magazine which repertedly had been cen-

flscated frem the fereign registry vessel in Havana seme time

during Werld War II. Seurfe stated that the age eof the peteifijm
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‘ porchlorate, coupled with‘ihpropor storage probably causod
the explesien, ‘The U, S. Army Missien te éuba alse lest a

. small ity ef demolitien matoriala which were - stored in ,
~ the same azines~ . - Lji]

.§V~ (UNCLASSIFIED) MIDSHIPMAN ‘CRUISE "CHARLIE", Thirteen
,velsols'participating Am- Eidsiipnan cruise "Charlie" fer 1955
artfived in Havana en August 5 fer a visit te last until
August 9, The fletilla was headed by the light c¢ruiser : '
USS Reaneke, carrying the flag ef Rear Aduiral E. R, Mclean, Jre

e heavy cruiser, USS ngsort News, ten destroyers destreyer

o escerts and transperts, and a et eiler made u ﬂe balance = -

. . of the vessels en the cruise., There were abeut 6,000 efficers,

~ enlisted men and midshipmen embarked. : g -

~ The visit was well received and ne significant incidents
were reperted. Twe receptiens and an efficial luncheen were
held en beard ship. Varieus efficial and unefficial entertaine
meng&was effered the visiters by the Cubans and Amerioan
-residents,.
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‘ Garloa Co Hall o
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim

Participants: CCHall CABoonstra, GFPic Jdre, FCFornea,Jr.,
‘ JdeZengotita, ACertesime, ﬁBCaldmell, FJDenahue,
CAndersen, Treadway (Army), Kriael(Nawy) and
Slat.n (Air ) ®

cc: Amembassies Giudad Tru illo and Pert-au~-Prince
Ml(h), NA(a), and AA(Z
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