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SUBJECT: ' . ' Jeiltt _ St't;~ ~~, Na~\nd .~ g.1 

.r- .... :::::::E:em:A:E~:~~;~~1#! ag~:n \\ .o~ r 
August 5, the auth -ritles seized :.:idstantiAO caches ef- clan- I 

destine arme in HaTana. , . Between "the~"aches "the arms includ do l 
the fell wing: 4It M-l carbines; Jt\.€serted rifles, 31 J ehnsen ....... . i 
automatic rifles ; 22 submachine guns; 34 machine guns, including " =e : 

. three ef 50 " caliber; 11 antit ank rifles; three trench mertar8; ........ i 
seme pistols; hand grenadee; blasting pewdeJ!--and-.caRe.;. ~ci _ ........ i 
ammunitien fer the weapens. Between 20 and 25 persens were~ CO II 
arrested in cennectien with t he seizures. Search fer pessible I i P additienal caches centinues. ~ I 

The autherities charged that the arms were intended fer . en 
immediate use by supperters of ex-President Carl s PRIO ~carr's, I 
headed by Aureliane SANCHEZ Arange. Eufelid,e FERNANDEZ 6rtega. , .. 1

1 

and J esds "GONZALEZ Cart as ("El Extrafie"). Accerding te the 
efficial Tersien. attemp.t.s were te be made against . President I 

BA TIS TA and .ther geTernment figl.!res as well as against eppesi... I 
tien elements, including eyen Pr!ohlma~lf wit~ whese scheduled 
retu~ frem exile someet his insurrect~ary fellewere were . i 

net 1~o::::~en:~ ONLY) Cemment. · 7heee twe arms seizure. I I 
coincided most oppertunely.With the date (August 6) en which Prfe 
was t ehaTe arriTed in HaTana. · Hence, they might be ' regarded 
as a frameup te createtensien "facUltating repressive measure. 
in connectien with his arriTal. Hewe""r,' it is the Embassy' a . () 
imprelsicn that the finds were leg1t~ate.~eir existence ·i8 0 
ne cau~~ ... ~'rf s1:1~ri. se in.'. v. i. ew. e. f . the . practiCal.. c:er.t .. a ... inty er the a intr.dWiti~\~: ~l!andestine arms inte the ce~try.; r 

The efficial charge regarding the pl.ans ef slnchez Arange =e -~ ,t ~ mw I~f ,~~~~ be. true but the Embassr has ne im~epende~ 0 
:UlrO't'dlll.~1'on ti· ce'h:r.l:rIl lot. "~'. ~ .~~ 

:~UNCf,~IFIEI),~. Plx·P:re ident Pde . Put eneR:e.t.. 5 ·1. I 
CUb. ans .• recei .. T .... e~ W.ith ... surp ..... ... .. r .... ........ s .e. then.e ...... w ..... 8 .t.,b ..... t ex-. ,. .1. a~n .. -f-: , .... . ---.J 
pr.fe s.; ecarr' ...... Jlly a I £":!:. !7 ~ ... ~ .. •. ! ...• n1fS sChe ,... .J.d .. ,a-r.i.· .. t.·w ... <. '.. . 
~MtMiI,mgw ... . ~Q~~~ENTI:-UL I . . ~~ ... : ~o .~. "~_ 

ACTION COpy i-. DEPARTMENT OF STA'I'!S~' \.0 " ~. , ~. ; . 

The action oIDcernust return thls.permapent r~~~d COpyto~c/R. ftles with .an emlorse~ife1a.Ctionit,~n. 

L 



.~.: ( 

Page . of 
Encl. N~ .. __ ~ 
Desp. No._~~ 

. FrorriL.-· ~~~----c-~ 

r-i . :. ~~.t9 ~\1<l5bad P'8tP.ne~bi8retUl'll £rem eXile. -.-1 
I '!he· ann • . ~ ent .l·h ~. decisi.n· to remain in'Miami for tho 

pr.sent,~ ' s ' elea •• d by "t'eny" VARON~J_ ~h. ~.ad .ftho Pr!. . . . .. " 
Aut&ntices , blam.d~e .tensi.n exiat~ in the' c.untry as ~ , . ' 
c.n •• quence ' .f. the ti ' illf: otarms aiid · the c.ntinuous por8~tJ.ons 
an~ searches" which created ~ 'a~sphere "unprop1tieus" fer . 
theex-Pr.sident~s return. Pr!.· was als. rep.rted. as saying 
that 4'le wished to av.id the "'Ti.lence and bl •• dshed" which might 
dev.!lep upon his arrival in Cuba • . Heinsi •. ted that his return 
was .nly p.stp.ned· 'and n.t aband.ned~ 

After his first incredulity, Presid~nt Batista expressed 
. regret at . Prie's decis'ion, saying that in Cuba under his g.vernment 
~10 would 'have "greater security and guarantees" than anywhere 
else in the w.rld.· . Batista' also suggested that, had Fr!o ' . , .~ 
actually comeback, he ~ght have reason t. fear ·n.t the g .... ern­
ment so ~ch as his own ass.ciates who were dissat1s£ied with 
his ·ann.unced' decision t. return and aband.n insurrecti.n f.r 
peacef'ul political activities. . 

(LIMI TED OFFICIAL USE) C.mment. Right up t. his eleventh-
h.ur change ef mind, Prio had ,repeatedly imd.ted en his ' , 

n determinati .n t. r eturn, spurning "g.vernment guarantees1ft ~ J proclaiming his relianc~.l.ly on the "guarantees efpubl c 
backing",reportedly declaring himself willing t.return even 
"under gunf.ire", and bui ldi ng up hi s imminent'presence in Cuba 
as an imp.rtant f'actor in ree .. ~blishin,- dem.cracy. illere i. 
n. d.ubt that the fanfare at e4nding his pr.p sal 'placedh~ more 
pr.minently bef.re the public than at any time since his .ver­
thr.w in 1952. 

, H.w, however,he is ·.pen t. the accusati.n . £ cewardice, 
o£ having perpet r a t ed a •• st' heu oil the Cuban people •• r at 
least of i ndecisi.n and vacillati. n. Hi . brave w.rds came t. 
nothing · and' his eventual r eturn, 'if ' he , d.es c. me back ill the 
near fut ure, will be i n the nature of an anticl imax. 

'. Prio' s anneunced reas. ns f er changing his mind are not 
enti rely impressive. 'Dle fillding .f arms caches just prier t. 
his seheduledarriTal and ' increased acti vity by the autherities 
arising ther'efrom so n.t substantially 'change the , status ' guo . , 
ante. · 'lbe ' presence.f clandestine 'arms in the c.un.try,surpl'ises 
n. ene.Furthermore, with .r witheutarms finds and ~ests, 
i t should havelleenaa .bvi.us to Pr!o as t. any.ne else that 
i t was quite possible f .r tr.ubl e to ' devel, .ut .fhia return, 
f rom either QYer-eJithusiastic or hot-headedfollewers. It is 
hard not'te suspect' thlit '· the "arms seizures br.ught heme ' f.rcibl y 

.. . t . Pr!e the unabated ;\.nsurrecti.nary detel'lll;\.natI.n .£ a.me .£ .~" L .- , . . .. ... •. 
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,I h~. a."eelate. er .ther elem.n.ts ,and made hi~ realize ' that ~, , " . 

I ... ~b~e:s:,:::t.::s::~e C:::T:Fr:::::: . I 
August 1, Dieg~ Vicente TEJERA RescalTo accused wlth'~r8 
et ' cemp11city in a Pr:!a-inspir,ed terrer!~tic plat (see Week." 

, Na. 26), c~e eut at biding' and presented himself te the 
, :',.~ ~hiet at the Military In'te111gence Service (SIM). Accarding 

, ,te reperts the interTiew between the twe wa~f .ere cerdial 
'''' than .~.therwise~'lherea.tter Tejera Tisited the UrgencyCeurt 

·where he wa-a ' in£ermed that there was Be "arrest, arder aut ' 
againEJt him and where he placed himself' atJthe dispo'sitien ar 
the Ceurt teappear when called te testify in any case in whica 
he ia inTalTed. 

Tejera tald rep.rters that he had returned 'clandestinely 
ta Cuba in February 1955,diagUised as a sailor. He alae said 
that ,he had abandenedreTalutieRary ,actiTity as a failure and 

, that he had c.me aut in the epen &. an ' act ef party discipline 
in 'Tiewer PrIa'. ann unced intentien af abandaning exile and 
ret~ing t . Cuba. 
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(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) GOVERNMENT NOT TO ACT ON cro BAN 

AGAINS T SUGAR SHIPMENTS IN , SYMPATHY wt'Ht s'liUOItLOUISIXNI , 
REFINERIES. , officials · er the, Cuban-American " Sugar MilIa . 
Cem.pany were infarmed by the Minister ef " Labar that he wa.· 
c1.sing his eyes te the ban declared by the Can£ederati.n et 
Cuban Warkers (CTC) against shipmat et raw sugar ta the 
Ceinpanyts United States refineries (see WeekaN •• 30). 1he 
cm actianwas taken in support et strikers ~ at the aedc.hauz ' 
and Colonial. retinerie.arthe CompanJ in L.uisiana. The 
Minister said the ban had .been impased at the request at the 
CIa and that the geTernment waa fellewingthia peliey eut er 
gratitude ter CIa and AFt c.eperatien with CUba in'the matter 
et sugar legislatiaR in the United States Congress. 
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(CONFIDENTI~) FURTHER DATA ON MAGAZINE EXPLOSION. A 
reliable saurc~ stat ed thatthe·magizine ,exploalon·ln·lfabaaa 
harber en August 1 completely de strayed ar ren(ered usel ••• 
the entire centent_ (aee Weeka Ne.3l). A previ ous repert 
stating that the magazine 'had centained explasiTes ' ~d grenades 
confiscated f r em subTers i Tes ' apparently was is ' errar. In 
additian. te pawder, there were 55 barrels '.r pet assiwa perch-­
l.rat~ stored in the Inagazine which reperte~y baa been. cen-
fiscatea fram t he r.reign registry Tessel in HaTanaseme time during Werld War n. s.ur,~ stated that the. age .t the P.taSS:f.f 
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~percni.rate~: C.~Pl~. ~th -iJnpr.pe~ ~terage~ prebably ~au •• 4 -l 
I -~he ~n,n.. U, S •. ArIIq Miss1.n t. cuba ala. l •• t • 

small ' it.T er demolition .. ter1~. which were .tered iRUJ' 
the same azine.~· > , < , . 

!m 
"~'" . ~ (UNCLASSIFIED) MIDSHIPMAN 'CRUISE "CHARLIE". Thirteen' 

Te ••• l. })articipa.ting iJl'·aI,dslilpman cruise' "Charlie" rer 1955 
aIT! Tea ' in Havana' 'en August' 5 reI' a ' visit ' te last until , 
AUSU8t9~ 'lhefletUla was headed by the ' light cruiser:l 
is ReaPeke, carrying the nag e£ Rear AdJliral E. R. MCLean, Jr. 

e heayY cruiser, Uss·Ne:a.rt New., ten destreyers, destreyer 
escerta and transporta, ~, a ,fleet .iler made up'the balance ' 
e£ the .. essel. en the cruise. '!here were abeut 0,000 ' fricers t 
enlis:t;ed men and miaship .. en embarked. . , " 

'lhevisit was well received and ne , signifieant ' incidots 
were reperted. Tn receptiens and an efficial lUllcheell were 
held en beard' ship. Vari.us ef£ieial and unefficialentertaiB­
ment was effer ea the Yisit.rs by the Cuban. and American 

' residents~ , 

Air -
Negatiye . 

Participants : 

C'~~ 
Carles C. Hall ~ 

Charg' d ' Affaire. ad interim 

CCHall, CASeenatra, CFPiek,_ Jr., FCr.rnes,Jr., . 
JdeZengetita,' ACertes1me, WHCaldwell,' FJDenaime, 
CAnders.n, Treadway (Army)" Krise! (NaYJ) ana, ' 
Slaten (Air ). 

ec: Amembassies eiudad Truj i lle 'anei Pert-au-Prince 
MA(4), NA(4) , and AA(2) . 
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