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- follower Eufemio FERNANDEZ Ortega, and with the assistance of

~ a working arrangement developed, and that Fidel Castro has now

|

| _JLToppingimbw '|__CONFIDENTIAL S -
REPORTER o C R ‘

SUBJECT: < Joint Weeka No. 33 for State,. Army, Navy and A U.PWE
. from SANA,. . ' o B-2r OSDP-T
——— S, e (U
. (UNCLASSIFIED) GOVERNM&NT ALLwGLS PACT BLTWEEN PRIQ, |2
AND INSURRECTIONARY LEADERS. On August 11, 1956, Brig afae P
'SALAS CaRizares, Chiel of the National Pollce, released the text i
of a report he submitted that day to the Urgency Court of Habana =} 2
"in amplification of previous reports", concerning conspiratoriai o .
and insurrectionary activities, The report states in part that ~ I
(1) There truly and effectively exists an agreement between the °

ex-Presidents Rafael LeSnidas TRUJILLO, Dictator of the Dominican f
Republic and Carlos PRIO Socarrés, of the Republic of Cub agx%

(o]0)

Fidel CAS‘IROhRuz, responsible for the events“ﬁﬁlﬂﬂé ﬁﬂia‘;)n ;
assault on the army garrison at Santiago on J 26, 1953), to !
provoke an armed movement in Cuba, by means M&E@&W‘”
o overthrow the present regime of Maj, Gen. Fulgencio BATISTA y >
Zaldivar; (2) That it is totally certain that--Brr-Gartes-Prio---
Socarrdis has met on three occasions with Dictator Rafao} LebSnidasg | &/
Trujillo, two of them in the north of the Uni®d® SEa66518R4-the—--x"---
third in the city of Miami, discussing at each of them the plans- , §
and preparations for the insurrectionary movémédeawREERC@heyiale o
preparing against Cuba; (3) The shift or change in tactics of .‘ .,
Fidel Castro Ruz is a proof more than clear ofn PLEAEThe-i0~ s
aligned parallel at the side of .Prio-‘I‘rujilie'"._ ‘The report is a |
series of allegations, offering nothing in tHdnesfiof POoBE/Br---——>c=~/
substantiation. It maintains that Prio, operating through his

Policarpo SOLER Cruz, established contact with Trujillo from which

joined the group as a result of financial assistance from Prio.

The eontributions of the participants are,alleged to be as follows: .
Trujillo, arms, money, men, utilizing the services of trained and
experienced mercenaries whom he has used in other revolutionary EE;
activities, and "implements of war"{ Prfo, money and men, mostly  ( ,
mercenaries, some from World War II and others from the Spanish

Civil War; Fidel Castroc and Eufemio Fernédndez, arms and men, from .
their secret organizations "26 of July", "TripleA", "Insurrec-

tionary Orthodox Group", and others. = = ~
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FIDENTIAL) Comment. The. report reads like a "Whe's Whe"
- of names mentiened in cennection with insurrectionary activities. |
Everybody \dragged-in, -and assigned his place in tKe scheme.

- No proef is dffered, and the general tone is that the statements
are true because Salas says so, Some of the allegatiens appear

highly imprebable and ethers doubtful. The persons mentiened

_have d¢ngaged or been implicateéd in conspiraterial activities at

"one time or another since Batista seized pewer in 1952, Hewever,
the repert implies the existence of an erganizatien, ferce, and
cohesion in these activities much greater than performance te
date weuld indicate, If it were cerrect, the Batista regime weuld
‘be facing an imminent struggle against pewerful and unified '
insurrectienary ferces. The Embassy has ne cenfirmatien frem

~ . eother sources, either within er eutside Cuba, ef such unity er -
pewer ameng the cemnspiraterial greups eppesing Batista., Indeed,
the general trend ef the infermatien available te the Embassy is
against the thesis advanced by Salas. Trujille maintains :
vehemently that he is net censpiring against Batista, The recent
activities and mevements ef Prie, se far as lmewn te the Embassy,
indicate a relaxatien and general lack eof care incensistent with
the leader ef insurrectienary mevement appreaching a critical
~State, theugh this ceuld well be an attempt at deliberate disguise.
\;/ijidcl Castre, theugh maintaining that 1950 is a year of decisien,
dees net appear te have any significant number ef fellewers eoutside
of Cuba, but may be able te ceunt en a sizeable number within the

..country., The repert mentioens Aureliane SANCHEZ Arange, and the
"Iriple A" insurrectienary greup whigh he was said te be erganizing.
This is the first mentien ef them in seme time. Reperts cencerning
his mevements were fermerly extensive, but we have had ne inferma-
tien cencerning his whereabeuts er activities fer many menths,
Uncenfirmed allegatiens have appeared in the past, particularly

- in the newspaper Tiempe en Cuba, ewned and directed by Relande
MASFERRER, te the effect that Prfie and Trujille have cenferred,
generally on the high seas. American intelligence sources
available te the Embassy state they have ne infermatien te
substantiate the allegatien that the twe have met in the United
States. ‘ ) :

. The Prime Minister, Dr. Jerge GARCIA Mentes, teld an officer -
ef the Embassy that he felt the repert submitted by Salas was in
general accurate, implying that he had direct knewledge of seme
eof the infermatien en which it was based. Hewever, there have
been ne indicatiens ef any increased cencern er alertness en the
part ef the administratien, Batista himself geems relaxed, and
has been spending weekends vacatiening at Varadere Beach.

(UNCLASSIFIED) ACTIVITIES OF CARLOS PRIO. The lecal press

"has reperted with some surprise statements made by ex-~Presidemt =
Carles PRIO te a representative ef the Cuban paper Avance when in . :

| New York te see Mrs. Prie and their daughters off fer Eurepe. R

[ conFroENmIAL |
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o ”Prfo was ngtcd as- jthat ho was. leaying his fellewers in the |
| (Partide Revelucienarie Cubane (A)) at cemplete ,
' : _:l. participatien in the partial electiens scheduled
rfe added that the prepesal left him semewhat perplexed
ed",  He is understeed te be new back in Miali ' :
h Manuel~A, - "Tbny" VARONA. of the iy

- freedem cen
- fer 1957o'ﬁ
and "diser
cenferri

diroctorat o’
(OFFICIAL USE. ONLY) ' { The roportod statements are
dxpeétodly mild fer Prie. héer cemments may well be ferth-

coming after he and Varena cenclude their cenference. It is
rumered that ene of the Prfe daughters requires medical attentien,
and that the Eurepean trip is fer that purpese. One lecal paper,
apparently witheut feundatien, has hinted thnt Prfe himself 1
shortly ge te Europo.

> " (UNCLASSIFIED) STUDENTS' UNION OBSERVES ANNIVBRSARY OF
MACHADO'S FALL. The Federatien ef University Students (FEU)
celebrated August 12, the anniversary of the fall ef the Machade
regime in 1933, in Habana and Santiage, and pessibly elsewhere.
Pelice blocked off the University area in Habana, and the: commemora-
tive meeting held there passed witheut incident. Hewever, imn
Santiage several participants were arrested, including Juan NUIRY,
a member ef the directerate of the FEU,

\E//Pj (CONFI DEN TTIAL) Comnent. The participants in the Habana
celebratien were erderly, ard made ne attempt te create an incident.
In Santiage these running the celebratien seem te have attempted
‘te make it an anti-Gevernment demenstratien, and marched threugh
the streets of the city, The pelice meved in apparently when the
demenstration get inve ved‘with the funeral services fer the
fermer Geverner ef the prevince (see belew). At beth meetings
handbills were distributed drawing ferced parallels between the
‘last days ef the Machade regime and the present situatiem, and
attacking United States and British "cemmercial imperialisn“ and
Sumner WELLES. _

(UNCLASSIFIED) POSSIBLE TROUBLE INVOLVING ORTODOXO PART!.
The Directerate of the Urtedoexe Party (Partide ) ‘
- {(0)), requested permissien te Hold a precessien frem Habana
University te the grave ef the party's first leader and idel,
Dr. Eduarde CHIBAS, en August 16, the anniversary eof his doath._
The request has been refused by Minlster ‘of the Interier Santiage
REY, en the greunds that the Gevermnment has knewledge that’
subversive ements plan te infiltrate the precessien and cause
disturbances, He has, hewever, offered te permit the party members
te meet areund the grave in the cemetery. The Minister has main-
tained his pesitien in spite ef direct appeals frem the Ortedexe
ditecterate, which has stated that his actien is uncenstitutienal '
and centrary te the spirit ef the Gevernment's prepesals fer = |
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| rogiltédtiprb-t olitionl parties and the holding of partial
| electiens An 195; The ‘directerate has anneunced that the

' precessien w 11 bo hold with or without pornilaion.,r

- (OF USE UNLY) ‘Minister Rey has getten the
Gevernment inte a difficult pes 1on. His greunds fer refusing
permissien for the precessien :rpoar flimsy, te say the least,

. and well be uncenstitutien Whatever the Gevernment dees
new, s8tands te lese, If it backs dewn, the Ortedexeg can claim a
victery fer pelitical liberty. If the Gevernment remains firm
and attempts te break up any precessien, the 0 will
prebably maintain that it is but ene mere preef of the opprossivo
‘character of the regime, and an indicatien that the prepesed
elections will be far frem free. President Batista has, eof ceurse,

> been drawn inte the centreversy. He has stated that Rey acted
correetly, and has talked in threatening terms. "If the Ortedexes
want te create disturbances, let them de se; that weuld be their

- respensibility. We knew eur ebligatiens, and weuld cemply with
. them", he said. ' '

(UNCLASSIFIED) GOVERNOR OF ORIENTE DIES. The Goeverner of
Oriente Prevince, Juste SALAS Arzuaga, died en August 11 after a

heart attack suffered several days previeusly, and was buried with

full heners the fellewing day. The pesitien has new been filled
by Mariane REY Genzalez, lecal head of the Radical Union Pasty
(PUR) andmayer efAlte Senge.

(UNCLASSIFIED) PARDO LLADA VISITS BOLIVIA. Jes$ PARDO Llada
whe recently changed his "Mevement ef the Natien" te the "Nationalist
Revelutienary Party", returned August 13 frem a visit te Belivia,
where he attended the inauguratien ef President Herman SILES at
the latter's invitatien. Parde Llada has stated that the Natienal-
ist Revelutienary Party new geverning Belivia is ene eof his medels,
alogg w:;h similar mevements 1n ether ceuntries and certain aspects
of Perenism. :

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment. The natienalist rev.lutionary
dectrine is attractive te Farde, fitting clesely the pelitical
philesephy he has develeped, He expresses cenfidence that the
mevement will be equally attractive in Cu Hewever, because of .

basic differences in the ecenemies and the pcople, he will find
‘it difficult te draw accurate parallels between Cuba and Belivia.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) CUBAN INQUIRY RESPECTING RED CHINA TRADE.
After stressing Cuba's desire te ceeperate with the United States
in anti-Cemmunist trade centrels, Minister of State GUELL last
- week inquired with respect te Unitod States reactien if Cuba sheuld
_ sell sugar te Eurepean ceuntries, whieh in turn weuld resell te ;ﬂ,
Cemmunist China, with payment made te Cuba in currencies and threu
banks net subject te Hnited States Trea:ury liconsing. He alked

L GONFIDENTIAL_ |
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turtherib:e ‘ror nnunranooa, 4n ease Cuba is aekod te ﬁll g such |

- market e ynities, that ether ceuntries linked in t
"c.nluaie ght . liniiarly are net deing such bueinenn.

(OFF fff USE ONLY) gglISIEJ e, Guell's request relultod

frem recent United States Ireasury refusal te license certain :

" dellar ‘tramsactiens en sugar sales te Eurepean buyers because ef
suspected Communist China invelvement, and frem evertures by :
French interests repertedly seeking sugar fer resale te ether
countries ineluding pessibly Cemmunist China, The Minister '
stressed his understanding ef United States pelicy and Cuba's desire
te ceeperate, but peinted eut his difficulty in justifying his
pesitien te éuban sugar trade which alleges that Eurepean alliea of
United Statea are actively soliciting luch trade.

| UNELASSIFIED) CUBAN SENSIBILITY TOUCHE o Reverbefationc Otér'
the "$64,000 Question™ (see Weeka Ne. 32 of August 8, 1956) were

8till in the air when gnether attack en United States entertaimment
media came frem the pen of Dr. Herminie PORTELL-VILA, writing in
Behemia. Pertell-Vild, in an article titled "Hollyweod Teys with
", sharply eriticized Warner Brethers - prebably with seme
degree of validity - fer its "twisting ef histery" as reflected in
he metien picture "Santiage", dealing with the Spanish-Aneriean
ar. Pertell-Vilé ebjected te mumereus histerical incidents as
pertrayed by Warner Brethers as deing seant hener te Cuba, and mest
of all the erreneeus pertrayal ef Jesé Martf as a near-ludicreus
- fat man., He alse cemplained vigereusly abeut similar treatment
of Cuba and Mart{ in a Dell cemic beek based en the film,

. (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. Apparently Pertell-Vili has
ebtained suppert fer his pretest. There are indicatiens that many
Cuban intellectuals are disturbed ever the picture because of’
Pertell-Vild's article. This feeling ceuld be: sufficient te cause
the filn te be banned in Cuba.

(UNCLASSIFIED) HEMINGWAY HONORED Ernest HEMINGWAY was
henered as a warm friend ef Cuba at a huge subscriptien luncheen

. given en August 13 by Jesé& M. BOSCH, Cuban rum and beer magnate, -

and attended by seme 300 businessmen, intellectuals, newspapermen,
and even the American nevelist's fisﬁernen friends frem Cejimar.
Hemingway drew prelenged applause when he anneunced he was donating
the geld medal of his Nebel Prize te the chureh near Santiago T

centaining the "Virgen del Cebre", patren saint ef Cuba, Hemingway -

rarely makes public appearances ef this zzg ~Apparently tremen-
doufly pleased at the hener, he chatted ably with sceres of
admirers, , ,

Pﬂ:gholegienl.

(UNCLASSIFIED) SUEZ. Heavy stress eontinued terbe placed , 'l*

the Cuban press en the Suez Canal situation but eomnent on the -

i‘,
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3 forthionilg Londcn conforggoo was ;onorall{ lid.-lt. pod. Inntoad,
oditori Q and cemmentaries ﬁrobod deeper 1iite the s ;nifioanoo of

X tensien in the Near Last and came te seme of the
fellewing cenelusiens: g:%e!%_ilhfg stated that the United States
~is tak ;’“* indepshdent a ude - In the Suez centreversy because
Washingten sees a bigger preblem - the petential expansien ef the
Seviet sphere of influence in the Near Last; The Lgyptien preblen,
frem the United States peint of view, cemmented gggﬁlg_L;E:g is
“with Seviet Russia and net with Nasser., Later in the week, the
. same newspaper struck the pessimistic mete that Nasser appoarod te
be winning eut and Britain and France lesing, The newspaper teek .
‘a dim view §f the pessibility that an act ef vielence ceuld be cured
by a. cenference. Further, Prensa Libre lashed eut at Sir Antheny
Eden stating that he was net the man to rise and meet the tense
Suez situatien. v . A =

Exgg%!io; dofended the critics eof United States pelicy by
stating that the United States was maintaining its prestige by
eneouraging the settlement of the situatien by peaceful means.
Excelsier further warned that Russia has everything te gain and
nething %0 lese at Suez, and the lenger the centreversy is prelenged,
the better the chances the Seviets will have of penetrating this
‘strategic regien., There is a geed pessibility cencluded %fgcllior,
-, that the internatienalizatien ef the Suez Canal may epen discuss
\J/f7 of the internatienalizatien ef the Panama Canal., The questien ef
why Panama had net been invited te the Suez Cenference was pesed
by Pueble, whe felt that the Umited States had used influence te
. make sure that Panama weuld net attend in erder te aveid petential
~ treuble in the isthmus.

Infermacién anticipated a trip ef Nasser te Mescew in his bid
for Seviet suppert., This, the newspaper felt, weuld put Russia in
a very shaky pesitien te preveke the Western Natiens., Russia may
prepese, cencluded Infermacién, a guarantee of freedem of naviga-
tien of the canal, but at the same time defend the Egyptian right

~ te natienalize the eanal.

Na!!o

y (UNCLASSIFIED) GRADUATION OF CUBA& NAVAL ACADEMY MIDSHIRMEN.
On August 10, 1956 twenty-ene Midshipmen ef the Cuban Naval
Acadeny at Mariel were commissiened Ensigns ef the General Line
in the Cuban Navy. These Midshipmen entered the Academy in 1952
and have cempleted the feur-year ceurse. Graduatien exercises
teek place in the merning and were fellewed by a large dinner dance
fer the Midshipmen and the twelve Military Academy Cadets whe
graduated the same day. It is understeed that all ef the twenty-
ene newly temmissiened Ensigns will be assigned sea duty in surface

ito of the Cuban Navy. 7 ‘ , :
my, Air, _ : : | ’ : | ‘ . k;__J
" Negative. | CONFIDENTIAL |
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