orrety TaM=31

v . -
CHVISION OF

COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS CDEPAR 1’}3’{}\@'[‘ or STA_ 1]

TELEGHAPY BRANCH

‘Conﬁrel 1i§3

Rec‘d& Maro
14 53 ;.

T Segretary of State

TTEOD: 103, Marsh 5, 11 a.m.

Brigadisy Geneval Gonesz Go%@é/;amoveé as chief police.
and sent as sustomary such sases es Military Attache: -
Mexloo. Eveﬁt believed upshﬁ% his- longstanding B
A ﬁ giffisuities with former "revolutionaries” among
éb police complicated by impasse reached in solving bor&a?
case of Mancebo being commenied upon this week's | o
politisal notss,

His pesition asszumed temporarily by Lieutensnt Colonel -
sa%io Ruidz Pog&mﬁ police officer from group of former «
Fozvolubionaries Gomez Gomez om sband~ning office -

Bnaounsed he wagp feappointiag suspended Ma jors Carames.
and Mcrales of revoluktionary faction, thus enticipating
inevitable zciion new chief. ﬁppcintments possibly
rapragent complete ascendency this foetion within police.

Gensrels Perez Damera, Cabrers and Querejeta, as well as
other high Army officers, conferred with President Grau
1 2.1, todey ve ithis change according press reports.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE -
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ATR MATEL
No. 2871

Subject: Chenge of Polise Chief 1m Habans. f

The ﬂ%gfm&ble :
& Secrebery of State
Washingbon

T \ha%e the honor ©o refer Yo the Embassy’s teleg
Moo, 103\of Marech 5, 1947, reperting the removal of Br
dier General GOMEZ Gémsz as police chief in Habane end
his replacement by Lt., Col. Fablio RUIZ Rojas as a tel~
DOYery measure. ' ;;L

Az was remarked in the telegram, the fall of Géme
Gémez, whe had been appointed am e Stough Army effiser
%0 control the diverse factions within the peliee and
to put a gtop to the siring of politicsl mirders whieh
hapg plagued the caplital, was probebly the upshet of his
long-gtanding difficultiss with police offlcers whe wers
former members of *revolutionary" groups, complicated by
the apparent impessibility of solvipg the mirder cese
of Lino MANCEBO who was shot lagt week in bread daylight
on the steps of the Itnja de Comercioc.
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It iz upderstood from a reliable seurce that the
police agent 1ln charge of the 1lnvestlgation of the iMan-
cobo murder, after careful interregation of a nmmber ef
perscns who were on the gpot, has ocme to thé oenvlusien
that he ig slmost positively oconvinoed of the identity
of the murderers. The persons be bas interrogated weuld
by no mespns be willing %o testify in oourt. At the same
time the suspect he has idsntifled ls an old "revelutlien-
ery" asgocliats of police officers Malor Roberte MEOQULI
and Lt. Hoberto CASALS, the former of whom sntered the
"Aceidn Revolucionaris Guiteras” at the same Lime as
the suspect did. Faced with this dilemma, the ageat
was fearful as to bow he should proceed, but was appar-
ently ccnsidering very geriocusly whelher he should net

- teke his evidence direct to General Gémez. It iz pes-
.., 8ible that Genersl Gdmez received hls statements and

% demanded action on the basis thereof, then feund himgelf
' oonfronbed by an insurmountable pelitical impssse which

=5! brought about his removal; but this does not seem at ell
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likely, because Gémez CGlmez's retivement
runored during the day before it toek el
there would hardly have bsen time betwaen
yesterday afternoocn when the ageant @xﬁraasaé
doubts and fears sbove referred to, and the
at which Gémez Glmez was removed, .for the »
tion of the agents report to have been &ngA‘ég

The appointmsnt of Col. Ruiz Bojas and %ﬁa
statement of police Majors Cersmis. and Merales
ally suspended by Gémez Glmez, miy tura etit
indication of sn increasing mscendency within the
police of the “revolutionary” faection, as the
are all.of that group. Such a develdpment
in itgelf be geriocusly discourasging to ."revelution-
arises¥ oublside the police who mey have further poli-
tical killings under consideration.

Respectfully yours,

g " Robert F. Weedward
Chargé A'Affaires ad interim
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