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I _.. . (UNCLASS! FIED ) BATISTA G V G!&EN ~ F STY LAW. :. E 
_ Pessiaism over the e arly pass.age 0 a . e p n1; ' est la\'i turned t p "-I ~ 

No . 

high optimism wit~ the issuance b~~esid~a~'!3atistaon April 12 of; ()I p. 

a sta·tement i n whl.ch he declared lfims e..l&~m favor of a "broad · and ~ ""'-I H 

generous" amnesty, without any mentt~""of · the strings previously- t •. ~ 
attached (see Weeka Nb ~ · 13) . The joint congressional ' committee 0 
already appointed to consider the matter inunediately swung into high 0 
gear to report out an anmesty bill which was passed- 'by the House of ,.... 
Representatives +ast night ' and is expected to be- approvedby·the . == I 
Senate today. 'It must 'be passed ' immediately s ince the current· '-" I 

fiSSion of Congress ends toJIIo~~ow. . . . .. ~ -\ 

Statements by government . l eaders and spokesmen and· t he · bill as ,. 
passed by the House indicate that the law will grant amnesty to all · ... 
persons clasSifiable as political' offenders-, including' the attackers CO 
of' the Moncada barracks in Santiago de Cuba in July· 1953 . m 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment. In giving the green light to a 
broad amnesty law, Batista acceded -.to increasingly. strong p ubl ic 
opinion in favor of 'such a measuroe.Atthe .s ame time , although 
opposition · forces are claiming as'muqncredit a s they can f or· 
"compelling" hitnto· take the step,'Ba.'tista by this nieans strengthens 
his position against charges of rutl1lessdictatorahip,deprives his 
opponents of politicalammuJii tion, ~most'asstires ' severe' public ' .. ... 
coridemnationof' any ' f1ltureoutbreak · 6f"terroristicor · revolutio~ary 
-activity once past violence isf'orgivert; and 'makes- possible at long 
step toward political peace and harmony. tSee despatchNe. IDea, 
April 14, 1955). . . .. . . 

(UNCLAS,Sl:Fl:F;DJ' ANO THERAR}JIS· CACHE SEIZED. " The Police· 
and the nMilitary Intelligence 'Service( SIMrarinoWic 
April 14th they had located and ' seized' ·another arms-.w._ ... , .... 
time in the Santos Su~ez section' o~ Havana:.- ' There 
carbines; \twQ Garand rifles ,f'eur 45-ciUiber . ~.I·.,~r::.·~Y;;'~-;:'~:1' .~'I:', - "0 
f'ragmentatiohtype,light-weight hand . wf:tl:ij)_~ ' . IIfl I detertatorsJ ,and some· 5» 009 rouhds of =~i c~~ I-

. An odd feature of' the caroJ.nes was, that SJ.X of t~e s ... ~ ~ ..... 

FCFornes.t~f~.:m:~IoNJ:~::71~:!:C~!EUS! . &~ 0 
" .. ' . '. ' . " . { . . 

The.actlon omce must return ~s .p~~~ent'recorciCOp'Y~t9DW~ftleS wltha,neridQrsel:Jlent .otac~ontakeJl; 
'''' .': .... , 

I 
I 

I 
1 



~\.. 

., Pale :'2 of 
o.p. No. 1017 _ 

. , Prom BABANA " 

- ,,;--------

'p ... _ . ___ al 
BnCl..No. _" _ _ _ 
Deep. No. __ _ 
Pm'wm ________________ _ 

. . - . . .' ~ - - -

r;;,rial nwn~,' ~, ,:poss.1bly b:~cause they ' had been a~sembled from ~ 
I;~plus pa . s n'so~e , sma1l guns hop 'and ,stamped with the same die. I 

Four persons ' ave been<iet ainedin ,connection with the arms and ' 
the person acc~sedof being principally responsible for the cache 

, is being sought . -" .' 

" '..:'.- ( oFFICIAL USE ONLY ) -Comme~t.' , It is unlikely __ that this 
report~d arms di scovery wil l affect t be passage or t he scope o£ 
the amn,esty ~law now being consider ed- by the Congress . ' . . , ' . .. -

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) INDICAT.ION OF ,CONFUSION IN UNDERGROUND 
OPPOSITION. ~os' DUARTE, of Mamaroneckf'ame , recently ' contacted , 
the o,trice of' . the Embassy's L,egal Attach' by t€lephone. He reported 

- that he was still a t l iberty and alive. He said that the situation 
in the underground opposition is not good and that 'a. decision , must .. 
be reached , shortly as to .. what must be done (poss ibly :referring ' t oo 
the 'effect of a broad political amnesty' bnconspiratorial activities) . 
Duabte indicated th~t the underground opposition is not ready f'or 
armed action , that there is considerable diSsenSion i n its ranks, 
and that those in Cuba are at oddswith ' others opposing Batiata 
f rom the saf ety of Miami and Mexico City. . 

Jl (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) COmnient~ -Duarte is krtoWli"to be active 
i n the r evolutioilary oppositionan:d what he-'says and -i ntimates may 
possibly be true. It is quite -likely -that a t this t ime there is 
confusion and unc ertainty in the ranks '6f the revolutionaries as, ' 
\:-; a result of the pr obability of a far.;;.reachingamnesty -law; the - ' 
t alk of exiles returning to Cuba fol lowing amnesty, andthetendenc¥ 
to regard Batista as now s olidly ent renched under constitutional 
forms and to be combatted with a view' to eventual overthr ow by 
civic r ather than revoluti onary ~eans. ' 

(LIMITED OFFICIAL US E) SIM REPORTSCHANGEOF;EMPHASI S -IN 
LOC AL COMMUNIST AGITATION. ' On Aprit 8, .1955, -the +ocaI ' pr ess 
carried a report from Mexico City to 'he ,effect that Vicente " 
LOMBARDO Toledano had formulated a, .four-point program -calling for 

" the struggle 'of all the -people of Latin America "against the 
connnon danger - the/l1nited States"., 

Apropos of this report,the."Anti-democratic Activities 
Section" of the Military IntelligenceServicetSIM) pointed out that 
in mid-March it had received- information regar~ing'a changeo£ 
emphasis in local Communistagitatioh. '!'heAD! Section stated 
that it was informed thatanti;"government agitation would be 
relegated to thesecoridary plane and that first emphasis would 
be placed ort ffanti-UnitedStates agitation and the attack on the 
national economy" • The anti-American attack wassupp6sedto have 
been launchedf'rom Cuba but, . the. ADA. Section plumed itse~f.'~,"the 

~. re.pressive anti-COmmtin.~st clima .. te~, here --caused Mexic.oto De use~d .. '.' ' 
. instead. The ADA Sectl.on also sal.d that the Cuban _Communist, .' 

. . . 
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r-JL;zaro PERA1.wae SeC~n~1~ ~~mmand to. Lombardo::·~:-e-d-an--o-~·-an-d--a-c~t~e-d--I 
las l1a1'son n the "Cuba .. Mexic'o-Ch1le-Russia international 

Communis~,~aratur"~ ,- . 

- A c4;».£· the ·AD.4 ,Section r~port~ontaining the ~bove 
information was supplied confidentially to the Embassy by the 
Chief o-f Staff of the Cuban Army. - Nothing is known regarding the 
reliahility of the ADA Section's_ :sollrce • 
. ~ f . \ 

- ~ 'tUNCLASSIFIED) INTERVENTION OF UNION. UNDER AWrr';'COMMUNIST 
l;AW-l>ECREE. Law-decree No. 1975 or ,January 27, 195-5 was invoked 
toi~terv~e the . Union of Jewelers _and Silversmiths of Habana 
because of Communist members~ip among its_ officers . 

_ (UNCLASSIFIED) Comment. This is the thirdtinie in a month 
that this Law-decree ' nas be_en used against Commuhists ill the 
unions (see Weeka N6~ 12). It is ·probable that a s on the two -­
earlier occasions -.ctionwas taken at the initiative of the'Confed-
era tion of Cuban Workers (cro) 0 _.. ~ 

(UW'CLASSIFIED) ero SENDING DELEGA '!'ION m THE UNITED STATES 
ON SUGAR ISSUE. The papers have carrie. the n ews that the eTC · 
intends during t he present week to s end ua delegation to the United 

. States to discuss with labor lea.ders J government officials, and 

Jlmembers of Congress Cuba's participation in the United States 
. . sugar market o 

.. , . . ~ ., ~ 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) C·oIIiiJient.Eti.sebio MUJALi CTQ: Secretary­
General, has inf.orrned the Embassy that the delegation will also" 
call on "the 38 ,000 firms irtthe United States that sell more than 
$100 a y ear of exports to Cuba". ··He interidstomake -RafaelOTERO 
a member of the · delegatioIi ·in ·view of Otero's· fine job in Guate­
male f ollowing the overthrow of ·the Arbenz government and the 
abi 1i t y Otero demonstrated t her.e to get along :with Americans. 
Completion of these plans is awaiting the- retirn of the Cuban dele­
gation to the ORIT Congress at San Jos~ and its personal reporl -
of the reactiortthere to Cuba's pointoi -viewori the sugar ' question. 
While it is hardly likely theC n:: delegation cah see 38,000 United 
States firms, Mujal "s ' remark is of ~ iIiterest- as probably revealing 
one of the approaches the Cuban government plans to make on t he 
sugar issue . :.1 

(UNCLASSIFIED) -AFRO.;;ASIANCONFERENCE~ Cuban newspapers 
vie~ed the forthcoming Afro-Asian Conference Wi t h interest" part ... . 
icularly with regard to the respective irtfluertoe · exerted:Dy CHOU 
En."lai and NEHRU ..Diario Nacioha1 ·commented · that Ch6uand Nehru 
will play leading roles, and -Bandung Will reveal whetherth~iI" . 
relationship is cordial or at!'ff .Prenss: Libreexpressed-'surprise 
that no representati,,(esof the white race will be inat~~t.idEince •. ·' · 

I ,;1 .. though Australia a.nd. New Zeala.nd-are Wi.·tllih.·-thij . Af'ro-AsJ.~ or. b11;/ L.aD.d predicted~hat the conference will be charge. with racJ.a.l .and .. 
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,~ligiOU~ ' pr .: "die es'~ ~ .' 'n\e pap~,· 'whil e' · depior1ng . w~stern . . I. . 1~·~lon~a11s~~~As,1a; . feared ariAsian .. or. African imperialism even ' 1 . 
more. Aler!iA'aid that-with five-eight~of the' world ~epresented . 
a. resurgence of As1aticism will be a , shre result, and that India 

.. will emerge more closely allied to Red China in the political . 
. 'sphere ',under the 014 banner of "Asia for the Asiatic •• n ElMundo 

saicLth~t Soviet Russia will gain by the Bandung conference because 
anti-Western' pronounc~ments are bound to result and 'will be given 
wide pIay_ t~oughoutAsia by the Communists. . 

(UNCLASSIFIED) SALK VACCINE. Confirmation of the effective­
ness of <the Salk vaccine and AIIlerica t s wi lli ngness to . share its 
benefits with ·the whol e' world drew warm editorial reacti6n.El 

~ ~undoin praising the United States f or its generosity said ir 
should serve as an example to the Rus sians t o contribute toth,e 
solution of the problem of the total elimination6f at6mic weapons. 
Diario de 180 Marina asked'what would be sufficient to ' t nank 
Dr. salk for fii s r esearch, and placed his name alo'hg 'with those of . 
Pasteur, Finlay, and Fleming "as benefactors "0£ humanity. EXcelsior 
said that the world owes'a tremendous debt · to Dr. Salk and 'rioted 
with feel ing that he us ed his own three s ons ' for"the experiment. 
El Pals pr edicted t hat the discovery 'would spur r esearch irito 
tOt]he~ medical fi elds 1 and eXpres~ed' t~e 'hope "tha~ " " ~vacciile . _ 
~"agal.nst war" might 'Oe f ound. . Tiempo 'said that only a true demo­

cracy like the United · Stat esie 'abl e to develop' stich ~ a -vaccine ..... ,. , 
through stimulated nrivate research arid dis~ribti.te it to "the"entire 
world for the benefi t of all regardlessofclas sc> Atif()~aci~n 
said a templ e of recognition and 4evotion s hould be erecteaeo 
Dr. Salk. 
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