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Mr. Lovett and several members of the Cabinet. 

Communism: Cuba has been one of the princi­
pal places where communsim has made substantial 
headway, and Cuba must be listed among the three 
countries in Latin America which have been com­
munist headquarters during the last three or four 
years, The other two, Venezuela and Mexico, run 
Cuba a good second. 

President-elect Prio has been an ardent anti­
communist and has done much in the last year to 
curb communist activities, particularly those with­
in the Cuban Government. Prio has expressed a 
desire to work closely with the American Government 
through our Department o~ State, and he is looking 
forward with much anticipation to making the ac­
quaintance o~ some of our leading government offi­
cials. 

Labor: One of the most serious problems con­
fronting Cuba today is the lack of adequate labor 
legislation. The communists and left-wing groups 
in Grau San Martin's government have created impos­
sible conditions for business survival. These 
matters are well known to the Department of State, 
but it occurs to me that during Prio's visit to 
Washington a great deal can be done to influence 
him toward enacting labor legislation that will in 
no way deprive labor of the principal objectives 
gained in recent years, but will not completely 
kill all investment incentive and the survival of 
business, which has in the past made Cuba such a 
prosperous country. 

our 

with 

· ,~ 



· ,. 

CONFIDENTiAL 
The Secre tary or Sta te -3- July 6, 1948 

desire to work closely with the United states. Be 
mentioned several members of Cuba's diplomatic 
corps and expressed his views frankly. These views, 
however, I can only give to you verbally. 

It is my impression that Prio intends to have 
as good a government as possible. I believe that 
he realizes that he has surrounding him a large 
number of people in whom he cannot place too much 
confidence and who will exploit Prio's presidency. 

I There are a number of other things which he 
i discussed but which I do not feel free to talk 
! about, except with you personally or with Mr. Lovett 

and Mr. Armour. 

Respectfully, 
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