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FTom The Comuandere

TOo The Chiefl of llaval Operations.

Via: The Cormandeant, TENTH Naval Distriet. A
ub ject: Flag incident in Cuantanamo on 15 November 1946,

SNCiOoSUre; (A) Copy of signed statement of Elwood L. BOWEN,
SCle, U. S Navy, dated 16 Novembder 1946,
(B) Tranalated copy of the Offieial Repers By Cap=~
tain Telix PRREZ MONTOYA, dtd, 16 November 1946,

1 On Thursday, 14 November 1946, the pupils of the
zirls school in Guantenamo City, called "Escuela del Hogsr*
(demestic science sehool), decided to osccupy public wuildings
in the City of CGuantanamo as a protest against the exelusion of
their school from the rnetional budget. Pursuant to this sourse
of action, the students ocoupied the Munieipal duildimg. The
army and pollce authorities, in order to remove the squatters,
put out the lights around tern o'eleek snd severed all %el
cormiunication in that building im the hope that this weuld sause
the squatters’ to vecate the premises. The girls refused %o
budge, and, on the other hand, they proceeded tc tear out &oors
and otherwise damage the 'Tunieipal duilding., Wherew » the
army and poliee authorities resorted to tear gas dombs and swe~

cesafully ousted them. At approximately 0300, the girls amd their

leaders went to the Looal Tax Collesting Office (Zema Fiseal)

for the central government in Havana, taking with them the Cudban
flag whieh they had taken from the Munieipel duildimg. On arriv~
ing there, they found that the police and the ermy had poated
their men and, therefore, preveanted their eatry therein. The
students congregated on the street, which afterwards Suraed out
to be that they were in this manner atStempting to preveat traf-
fic on that street and stop any perseans)l frem en g the said
Tax 0ffies, They also st a Cuban flag Trom che 8 of the
street to the other, at e a height of 6 feot from the

ground,.

2. At or about 0605 in the moraing, Elwoed L. BOVEN,
SCle, went to the Rwral Cuard headquarters to check out a jeep
which was used fer shore patrol purposes in Guantenamo 0ity.
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& wrove down Calixte narceila Street and saw a number of sehool
tirls “in e sort of an uproar”. Not thinking anything adout

it, he continued down the street and was not stopped by any- -
onee In his signed stabtement he states that he passed to th._‘
leTt of thie flag in order mot to toush it and that his ocar aid
not toueh the Cuban flag., He then continued his trip to the
Us3¢0. building and that was all he knew about the ireident.

3. Captain SEREYZ MONTOYA, Commanding Officer of the
15¢th :quadron of the Cuban Fuval Cuard statiomed in cGuantenamo
City, in an oral statement meade to the Intelligence Offider
stated that he had passed underneath the flgg at or about 0930,
cnd was not deteined or stopped in any fashion. In his offieial
re. ort, no mention is made of the faets alleged in the foregos-
ins oral renariks, :

boe Around ten ofclock in the morning of November 1§, e
1¢L6, rumors started circulating that the Cuban flag wes run ik
down by @ Jeep driven by Sergeant Iouls *J" BHOLLOWAY, U. 9. \fﬂ
i‘arine Corps, dragging the flag in the mud for around a dloek
and one-half. There is also another veraion; that HOLLOWAY
hed torn the flag down with his hands and proceeded to drag it
in the nmud. Numerous versicns and verieties of this story were
¢irculated by rasdio reports, newspapers, and word of mouth,.

54 Luls CORONADA ESTRADA, the owner of Redio 3tatien
CG:ikH, ln Guantdnamo City, wrote sn "editorial” which was broad-
casted at 7:30 on 15 Fovenmber 1946 and rebroadcasted at the y
same hour the following day, in whieh he gave Sergeant HOLLOWAY'S 4
name and stated that the marine had torn down the Cuban flag and
dragged i1t in the mud. This editorial was Tead over thes air by
a radio anncuneer whose nane is Waldo DOMINGUEZ. On Wednesday, -
20 lovember 1946, at 7:30, another "editorial” was reed in whish ,
the version of the story as given by BOWEN, SOle, was read,.

That partiouler broadcast aslso gave the cormunist version of 1
the affair, but went on to stete that it 4id so in the interess

of truth.

6 confidential informant reveals that Twan MEDINA
CAMPOS, who attempted to seeurs permission to hold & pw B
meeting ir order oapitalisze on this Tlag incldent, s 8
Tro ite and s professional agitator, who has besn the leadse
for quite some time of the radissl element in Guantensme. Owr
files reveal that MEDINA and his group have caused a ooms
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woopnb of trouble in the past. He has been in the vangnard Gf
any uovement whieh is anti-foreign, anti-americsn, anti-
arployer, and any other agitation whieh is directed agaimst law
und orders He was not successful in getiing peranission to hold
e neeting, but, nevertheless, he is responsible for the efferd
w0 kteep the natter ir issue when theres is none., Informan$ alne
reveals that the communists are direotly responsible for the
stir end hubbub created by this metter, wishing to fabrieats an
international incident, There are coxnmumist sympathizers smomg
the students, who apparently also aided in eirsulating thewe
false repors$s.

Te It may be well to peint out theat in all citln vcr-f
¢iors of this incident they have Sergeant ROLIOWAY, of Whe
cwrine Corps, as & driver of the jeep, wherees ROWEN, SOMe,
the men who was in reality the driver of the jeep at the Sime
of the alleged incidemt. This is strons'ovidcnea that !ln;wa
incldent has been fabricated out of whole ocloth for the simpl
reascn that HOLLOWAY is waell known in Guantanamo and,
they jumped to the conclusion that HOLLOWAY was the driver et
jeep.

8. The american Comsul in Santiago received the ml
u? this incident and immediately contmeted the Director of the
Ue3e0e in Guantanamo City for information.

e In conversation had by the Intelligenoce otrt;-r
with Captein BORGES BADRELL, Cilef of Poliee in GuanSanamo Oisy, .
«nd with Captain PEREZ WONTH!L, hezéd of the Rural Ouard fer
the Guantanamo erea, it was revealed that army and peliee a-nt-
riss, who ware on duty in front of the Tax Collesting offise,
reported to their superiors that the version given by BOWEN, ﬂ@iip
is the correot one and that no Ameriean sajlor or marine dems
or insulted the Cuban flag and it was so stated in the: sial

Cuban report.

10. Attached is a certiried eopy of the translatiem oc
the offieial report of the investigation made by Captain Pelix
PRGBZ MONTOYA %o Colonel E4 HERWANDEZ OIL, Oo-mnndlnc orriew..
of the Cuban A for the Provinoce of Crientey The said i |
wag turned over the Amorlo-n Yiee~0onsul in santiago, nuriry |
e Story, at the Viee-0onsul's request, ‘ 3

L e



i Ty
28 NOV 1946 - ,
k i, loeidaln o musntenaad on 18 Boverder l@ié.
A am s am ma e dr At s ae S €n A ma €3 @ en o 35 BB NN A B3 £ wm @3 8 € &9
Ile & the Linwe o tbe lneldent, llberby was oS

b Bl b0 personnel ol bfia Peoe An tuanbinemo 1%y, bub
-~ a2onpequence of it 1liberty was stoppad i aﬁmmm.

}le na m the dafte of the writing «f shis repert, the :

a L e o situstior hes guiated downe This mwmwﬁ foels that f¢ o
%Mrig@& @lmﬂﬁﬂ feliberately creates trouble without - ]
tian or feet, .hol .m thin should be acospted Dy repré- *

iyes of the nitsd tatos withous mation 1t eould and
3l ?.,e- uged as & proecdent for similar setion in the futwre,
e Tt is the opinton of this eamend thet this eaee ],

5] o sariean velng acoused without substantisating faote and i

sho ree been compietely clesred by Cuban officiel

casanbs e begb opportunity for an of ficial objsetion %0 cerw
Win Enown people delibeyube { mxrmg up enti-ineriean sentie
-v:rf;? g (he Commender, *ﬂ'mi tperating boses, thomelore Teeanw
s an offielal reps o antntion be made,

'-: Y :1 L] "H»[\T{? !q: ]
i ‘
o el A
» e &A1 ﬁﬁf&ﬁhﬁg
Inbung, Jubsie
“wvican Viee=Conaul,
aa0i880 da Cub&.
S, mn Jusl, fele




esber 16 s 1946

check the jeep out from the Rurel Guard headquarters,
I came down the street driving the jeep., There was a
bunch of school kids on the street in a sort of an up-
roar., There was a Cuban flag strung across the street
on a line which carried from one bullding on the street
to another bullding on the obher side of the street,
The flag I estimated to be about & £i. off the ground,
I pessed on the left hand side so as to be sure not

te
touch the flag. I did not touch the flag. o ons spoke

to me or said anything, I continued on my way te Hotel
Washingtom,

EL500D LEO BOWEN S¢ 1/e
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AMEYI QAN COMSULATR

Gemsodors C. Eo Bettle, U. 8, glp
nder, U.3. Hoval Operatis
Guavtans=o Bay, Cuba.

Boar Commpdore Dattles

1 am enclosing a certifled copy, with attachments,
of a report furnished by the Conmanding Officer of the
Cubar Ammy in Samtiago de Cuba, in comnection with the
inciden$ which oceurred in Guentanamo, Cuba, on Nevember
15, lm, in which a ncmber of the ¥.S5, Armed forees was
accused of gross dsrepect to the Cuban Flag,

In the foregoing conmeetion, I should add that very
Iittle publiecity was given to this Snoident in the lecal
newspapers, and that what little publioity was given
ezanated from Communist factions here.

Assuring you that I am gled to have been of servies
to you, 1 remalm,

Vory tm.ym,

Herey W. Stery
Americnn Viee Comsul

Eaclsture:
1. Bepord with attachoents.
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REPUBLIC OF CUBA
OTINTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
ARMY

Headquarders "Gral. Silverie 4el
Prado®, Guantanamo, 16 Hov. 1946,

To the Alde of Regiment No. 1 MAGEO,
Headquarters "Moncada®,
santiago de CGuba.

Girs

I have the honor of inTorming you that I have practiesed an
emple Investigetlion with regard to the events that appesr pude
lished in the press of your eity, in whioh there is 4o
a in?_ilor of the Navy of Forth America, that which results as
follows:

First: That on the night of the lhth instant the 1 studle
ents of the Home School {domestic Science) of this eity toek
possesalon of the Municipal building in this city as a » of
protest for not having been included in the General of the
Republic for the coming year of 1947. :

Second: That approximately three o'cloek in the morming of
the Next day, or be it the 15th, they took possession of the
portels and sidewalk in front of the Losal Tax Offioce (Zema
Fiscal) with the intention of oceupying said public effice; dud
they 414 not sucoeed In their design bocause of the measures
afopted by the forees of my command.

Third: That from the Municipal building they carried a
pational flag - & large one ~ which had a small tear from usage.
That said flag was hung between two lighting posts of She eivy
with the object of impeding traffie and at such a height that
its lower part was separated from the ground by sbous a meter,

rour That on that mmhg}thm pessed by said leecatien
abo <30 a.m. with the object of taking the trein for ysur
city and upon motimg the interruption I ealled headgquarters in
order that they proesed to impede this aet and %o give a
to the necessary courts.

Fifth: That on arriving at the corner of Calixto Gareis amd
Pasec OF be 1t two squares from the Local Tax 0ffies, I ensoumiei-
ed a Sargent 3rd class of the American Navy (lst class) who drowe

eep towards the U.85.0 and not 3Sgt. Louls HOLLOWAY, as '3
g-i.rzd. fnaswuoh as this last s well known not u.{:‘h the
city of Guantanamo but in the Guard Headquarters for his gendle~

manly and affable sonduet,

SONFIMENTIAL ENGLOGURE B(3)




Sixth: That accerding ¢o what I have heen able 0 prowe
anpl® details when the Sergeant (the lst flass) arrived im P
cf the Loocal Tax 0ffice the girl students made signals and sps
%0 him in Spanish to impede him capriciously from orossing) W&
this sailor does not speak Spanish and believed thet a fiesta was
being held, as 1% is not normal to use the nationsl ensiga foy
aocts of protest, .nd he orossed bemeath the flat without predus~
ing any demage to it, saluting smilingly in the bdelief that hs
did no harm whatever,

seventh: That about 9 a.u. the lst sub-lisutenants Meureslino
sarzabal and Rieardo, M.i., on duty then presented himself hl‘go S
the Tax Office and took down thé flag, whieh had a small Sear fn
it, without indioating in any manner that this was predused By

the jeep, whioh in this case femmk logically would have tewn i%
to pieees, '

Eighth: That dissident elements and repuded as prefessiosel
agitators their anti-American campaign and in afd of e =
soviet saw an opportunity to avail themselves of patriesie @9~
mands and %o provoke @thoﬂnf- and neetings to condemn an as$ -
in which they have no intevest and whish they had not seen fer
the simple reason they were not eye witnesses.

Ninth: That the most noted promotor and agitator of the eam- . .
paigh Is an individual of this loeality named JUAN MEDIRA GAMPOS,
a known anarchist and who in the past year was condemmned by the TR
Tribunal of Urgeney for disturbing the peace and threatemiang '
businessmen.

Tenth: That by reason of all the foregoing the imputation b
nade egainst the American sailor is unjush furthornore, the ‘
incident in 1tself produces embaryassment to the respensidle aad
decent citizenry before the planned aggression made against the
subject of a friendly nation,

8/ ¥YELIX E. PEREZ MONTPOYA, M.M,.,
Captain in Command of Squedron 1§ J
the Rural Guard, Regimen$ No. 1 MAGNO.

Cortified a trus ocopy of E., HERNANDEZ OGIL, MJM.,
Colonel in Command of Regimeas$ no. 1 MAORC,
Cuartel ™ionsada®, Santiago de Cuba, 23 Nov. 1948,

ENGLOSUSE B{A)
COMERENTIAL .




REPUBLIC OF (UBA
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
ARMY

Radiotelegraphic service of the Signal Corps.
GUANTANAMO NOV. 16, 1946, 3,30 p.m.

Alde Regiment 1, MAGEO,
Santiago de Cuba.

I refer to notice appearing press your ei {‘ﬂhﬂ'ﬂ !
to American sailor period. Yesterday morn -

ents placed Cubdan banner tied between two posnts Inf
traffic period. Corporal Ameriesn Navy ttat oned PR
neath said flag driving a jeep without doing any damage i
eignty flag period. All the manifestatiens commmint
paign against socalled yankee imperialists peried. Fi
taken down by lst sublLieutenant Marcelino 7. wuu.l
ags I infeormed your hsadquartarn yesterday. ‘

-

8/ FERRZ MONTOYA
Cap$. in Command squm l!
R. Quard - 4L.23 pm,

certified a true copy by E. HERNANDEZ EII. H.i!..
Colonel Commanding Regiment No. 1 MACEO.
dtd. Santiago de Ouba, 22 Nov. 19k6.

Tr. 11/26/b6
T pod
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Serial 0251P21
’n-cﬁnbpb refer to Initiais

80) All.fE?l?“‘ No.
€ ® 1946

NAvY DEPARTMENT b 7DEp 198

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM. FOR: Direstor, Office of American Republie Affairs,
mpamat of State

Englosure: (A) Copy of GomNavBase G Ouba 1tr
Serial 0136 of 28 Nov. im,-m

enelosures mnu-ueumu.m

p 1 Enclesure (A) is forwarded herewith for
mfumtion.
R In view of the oircumstanses mil

enslosure (A), and since it would appesr that nawal peseens
wers not at fault in this affair, the Chief of Naval Opewmd
will take no further action. The Chief of Naval Gperatioms
eonsiders it appropriate for the Department -
ming whetber or not repressntation should be made to the
Cuben Govermment,

&
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2 Seoretary of Stale refers to the l‘ﬁ
n$'s memorsndum of December 17, 1948

of 2 report from the MM! S the. M‘
Base, Onantaname, Ouba, repersing an
naval persennel. It is ma Shat
Operations oonsiders 1% sppre
to determine whether represmm Mn
the Cuban ﬁm

It is neted that the
eulating falss seoueations
no sonnection with the Cubmn
neted that investigations amtﬂ-w
of the Mm Mmmt haﬂ Mﬁ:ﬁu

Mmmamn, thls |
exists any basie fer nkias
Government.




culating false gecueal against nevel
ne sonneetion with the Cuben ﬁavmmt.
Eﬁg‘%@g m&t investigations
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