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Socarras Car l os/ l O-l948 
Subject: Inauguration of Dr. 

President of Cuba. 
Carlos Prio Soccaras aa 

i : 

The Honorable . . 

\ 

... . 

Si r: 

The Secretary of State, 
lfashington. . \ 

I have the honor to report that the ceremonies relating . to the 
i nauguration on October 10, 1948 of Dr. Carlos ffiIO Socarras as 
President of Cuba all took place with proper decorum and without 
any u..'ltoward incidents. 

Forty-five nations were represented with Special :&nbassies Or .' 
Missions ranging in size ' from one to sixteen; Sweden. Saudi ArabiAL, 
DMIDark, Portugal, South Africa, India, Belgium, LuxemPurg, ' Cie~O- . 
slovakia, Bolivia, Poland, Dominican Republic, Egypt, FilIland, . TUrkeT, 
Norway, Liberia and Iraq all sending one representative and ArgentinA . • 
beating the United States by one for top honors with sixteen. Haiti . 
had the third largest Special E'mbassy with eleven. 

Among the Speci al Ambassadors and Special Ministers attending 
the ceremonies there were the .following promiJient figures: ' . Joaf 
Felix de Lequerica, former Foreign Minister of Spain; Eden& T. 
lJanigat, Foreign Minister of Haiti; Benjamin Odio,Foreign 1linister 
of Costa Rica; Victor M • . Giordani, President of the CongX'ess or 
Guatemala; Jorge B. Matheu, Minis:ter of Agriculture Of Guatemala; ' 
Salvador Urbina, President of the Supreme Court of Maxico;DOaWigo 
Montanaro, ForeigJl Minister o.f . Paraguay; Diego L.Mollnarl, .Senator 
of Argentina; Ferna~do Farina, Minister of Industry and Labor of 
Uruguay; K!.igio Anzola Anzola, Minister of Int'erior of. Venezuel&J · 
and MaxP. BrannoIl/. of El Salvador. A great man,y of tile ' Spsci~ 
Ambassadors or Special Ministers were their country's normallT 
accredited representative either in Habana or in Washington • . 1'here 
are forwarded attached for the Department ' s recOrds si:ic copies of 
the Cuban Ministry of State's official list .of all Special EmbassieB 
and Special Mi~sions. 

The program, which can best be described as gruellJ:ig, began 
Saturday, October 9, at llioo a .• m., with the presentation of oreden­
tials by each Special Ambasse.dor and Special ILinister to. Preai-
dent Grau. On October 9 at '6roo p,m, the OlltgOing . First Lad7, 
Paulina Alsina Vda. de Grall, reoeived aU the Special Amba .... dora 
and Special Ministera and, tIleir ·wives. The next dtq, .Sunday, Octo­
ber 10. the ceremonies got into · full, swing-at noon the ina~ .. Uon, 
at 5:00 p.m. a reception by the ne,,~ inauglU'ated Pr .. ld~t' Mo" 
and at 10:30 p.m. a gala concel;"t by the lJ&b&na Philbal'llOiliQ qroheatra. 
At 10100 a.m. on Octob.er 11 there was .heJ.d. an 1Japru.i". ·aill~ ....• .. 
review and tIlat nigh,t at 10100 p.m. a ball at tile f\I.l&oe~ .i,b.e cere- · . 
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monies were concluded Tuea~ evenin8, October 12, with abariqUst ... 
at 9:00 p om. at the Palace. 

As the Department has been advised, the United states SpeQial 
Elnbassy was composild of the following fifteen persons: . 

The Honorable Robert Butler, Special .Ambassad.or 
Lt. General Matthew B. Ridgway, C.in C. U.S. 

Forces Carib. . 
Rear Admiral William K. Phillips, . Commander , . Naval 

Operating Base, GUantanamo 
Major General Willis H. ' Hale, Com. Gen. Carib; 

Air Com. 
Lester D. Mallory, Counselor of EIliba:.ssy 
Colonel Edgar E. Glenn, Air Attache 
Captain ThOlll8.s F. Cullen, .Naval AttachS and Naval 

'. Attachli:forAir . 
Major Alfred E. Coffey, ActiIlgMilita;..y Attache 
Carlos. E. ifarner, First Se!)retary of Embassy 
Daniel V. Anderson, . FiriitSecretary of EIlibaesy 
Jol'\n A. Hamilton, Cuitlll.'al~ttacbe . 
Clarence W. Moore, .' AttaChe ' . ' 

. v. I.ansiIlg Collins, Jr., Second Secretary :of JrmbasBy 
A.John Cope, Jr., Seconci.·Secretary of :&!baeey .. ' . . 
if. Wendell BJancke, Seqond Secretary of :Embassy· 

(At this point if shoulllbe noted.that . one .of the. reasons the . 
Argentine Special EIlibassy wa.s larger than ' the United. States del~g&:" . 
tion was that the· eiltire resourceS of ·the. EIlibassyas regards iaQrirlng 
coats and other required paraphe~li.a were : utt~~ly~dell, . SOllIe .' 
twenty and 6V'entwenty-fiv~;vearold. mo~ oo.atll and full :dre •• ' . 
having been precariously reactivated for the occasion.) . .' . ' , . ' .. . . ' .. ' . 

' . . 

Theweathert~ougl:ioiltthe ':rourci&ysor cer'amoni!lS 1IaS, cl~ . 
but hot, especially' to the W8are~8o! +"Pl'J!I&1.' clothes not de8igg.tid 
for the tropics. A carirl.va;t .spirit invaded Habana 1f1th gaT aDd '. 
cheering crowds lini.· ng .the streets lUlu comp!!,rpal (dancillg in the . . . .... 
streets) at .night .. :· .·. . ' . . . . . .. . . .. .. .' . . ... 

Although President l'rio lALB report;edJ.3' sufter:ri,g frOm .. an mr_:i.;r .' . 
painful intestinal dilorcierdur~ the. entirl!timli, he. and hi8n~ · . ' 
pJ;etty 1"irat ta,Cly' cheertully kept up to a schedUl.· which, . ·becauae ot . 
addresses to .Congress, Cabinet lIleetlDgs, an<1. . ot!leJ;'I'equifedt\u:!.CtJ.on~i 
wii.star more grueling than. tbepaee .to whioh. theSpecial':loII1l>&II.ljiaand . 

~~c:l~:i= ~:i:U:tb;:C;:~;rd!d t:{::i~JJ!:!~!i::r!6·!~~~1~r • ••.. 
cio~sly. . . .. ' . ' . . . . . . ' .' . . '. , . , ~ < . ". . .. •• . 

. Respecttiillfy6itr. -' . 

;<~. ~" 
:~~terj,~ ' lt&llci17' ..---~ . 

CbArg' d'l.r'tl.1rell ad 1i1t. 

;, . 

Enclosures:.· ·· . 
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