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THE FOREIGN SERVICE e
OF THE |
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No, 805 American ﬁmbassy 7
Habana, Cuba, September 30, 1948 -

CONFIDENTTAL

Subject: Reaction in Habana to Prio Cabinet . - ;&;n

onnruilll AFFAIRS

The Honorable /
The Secretary of State, b
Washington, ;

Sir:

I have the henor to refer to the Embassy's Arlo;;\\\
of September 24, 1948 forwarding short blographical
comments on the members of the new Cabinet named by
President=elect Carlos PRIO, to take office October 10,
1948, and to report that the reaction so far in Habans
to Prio's Cabinet has/bsen what can best be termed as
wildly favorable. Ewveryone seems willing to glve Prio
and his Cabinet a chance: to show what they can do.

The first editorial comment regarding the new
Cabinet appeared in the daily Avance September 24, 1948,
Avance is an organ of the Republican Party and, because
of the political alliance with the Autentico Party,
might be expected to support the new Cablnet. Avance's
editorial commenced by noting that the composition of
the new Cabinet was not a surprise to anyone because
most of the names had been mentioned ln gossip columns
before. Avance pointed out that the new Prime Minister,
"Tony™ VARONA,; in a public statement identified the new ) :
Government as the culmination of the revolutionary pro- {
cess, ' |
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(The Embassy feels that this comment is worthwhile
because the new Government, composed as it will be of
young men all of "revolutionary" background, is the
first Government in Cuba of men who got thelir political
start during the revolutlon agalnst Machado. Even Pregi-
dent Grau's various Cabinets have always contained a num-
ber of the "older group" whose careers date back to
before the anti-Machado days. With the exception of
Vasconcelos, all of Prio's Cabinet, however, got their
start during the revolutionary sarly '30'505 ‘

The Avance editorial went on to praise the statement
of the new Minister of labor, Buttari, to the effect
that his greatest ambitlon was to give social and economic
gecurity to all factors of production and Avance noted thet
the Minister of Labor can practically make or break :ého
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Cabinet because of the economic and labor situation in .
Cuba today. While the Cabinet is the obvious result
of unavoidable party interests, sald Avance, there are
new men included who give promise. Moreover, Avance
stregsed the statement of President-elect Prio that
these Cabinet appointments are not for life and that
the fate of each Minister depended upon public opinion's
decision as to his worth., The further promise by the

Prime Minister that constitutional process will be al-
lowed at all times was also pralsed in Avance's editorial, -
which concluded with the statement that if each of the
future Ministers takes on hig job with a feeling of res-
ponsibility for his duties, public opinion will support

the Cablinet and the nation will receive the new Ministers
well, On September 28 Avance pleaded editerially for a
"wait and see' attitude and Tor cooperation with the new
Government, This editorial pointed out the danger of
trying to conjscture what the new Government would or !
would not do. . :

Informacidén in an editorial September 25, 1948
comnenting on the new Cabinet indicated that one of the
most important recent political events was Senator Josgé
A. ATTMAN'g pledge of collaboration and loyalty to the
Prio Government., Informacidn, it is believed, has besn
receiving financial support from Aleman and the BAGA
political machine and, consequently, its editorial regard-
ing the new Government was strongly pro-~Aleman and did
not in fact discuss the new Cabinet officers at all.

(So far as the Embassy has been able to determine
Carlos Prio has not yet recognized Aleman®s right to any
Cabinet position in the constitution of his Cabinet, none
of the appointments to which seem to have been dictated
by Aleman or the BAGA, Franclsco GRAU Alsina‘’s appoint- -
ment to the Cabinet, it 1s understood, was the result
of pressure by his mother and uncle [%he First Lady and
the Pragident, respectively/ not by Aleman or the BAGA.
Rumor now has it that a BAGA Minister without Pertfelio,
Antonio FUENTES, may be appointed.)

On September 28 Informacidn again commented on the
new Cabinet, specifically attacking Dr. José R. ANDREU
as being unqualified for the important Ministry of
Cormerce, The tone of the sditorial, however, supported
the Cabinet as a whole and urged that it be given a chance,

The only editorial which has sharply critlcized the
new Cabinet appeared in El Mundeo September 25, VWhen Prio
announced his new Cabinet he made a plea that 1t not be
judged a priori, before it had & chance to show its

affactiveness
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effectiveness, This plea El Mundo seized upon as an
indication that Prio was on the defensive when he
announced the Cabinet.

(The Embassy noteg that this is probably true.
Prio's announced intention of cleaning up the Cuban
Government and giving the country a good administra-
tion has always been viewed with some skepticism be-
cause of the many political obligations owed by Prio.
Though probably sincere in his determination, Prio has
had to leook; in forming his Cabinet, te ths group of
men who gave him political support and who were his old
student revolutionary friends. He picked the best that
he could within this group.)

In reviewing the Cabinet El Mundo noted that it was
dominated by men from the Autentico-Republican Alliance,
as might be expected, although the presence of several

ersons who had collaborated with President Batista
](jHev:La9 de Leon, Buttari and Vasconcelos) was termed
significant. El Mundo went on to say, however, that it
would be insincere if it reported that the names of the
new Ministers had been received with enthusiasm by
oublic opinion.

(The Embassy feels that this is again probably true.
There was se much speculation about the Cablinet before
it was announced that the final announcement came as an
anti-climax with the better elements in Cuba probably
feeling that although the Cabinet was not an especially
strong one, it ceuld have been much worse., Several of
the Embassy's sources have indicated that, as a matter
of fact, they think that the Cablnet is quite a good
one considering the group from which Prio had to choose.
These same sources indicate that as Pric frees himself
more and more from President Grau's contrel, he can,
if he sincerely desires, build up -his Cabinet slowly
with stronger men.

Il Mundo closed 1ts editorial by noting that Prio
has asked that his Cabinet not be judged before it has
a chance to show its effectiveness, and promised to
accede to this request in a patriotic spirit. On Septem-
ber 26 ELl Mundo carried the comments of its columnist
Ilanuel BISBE on the new appointments. This editorial
attacked the new Government even more strongly, alleging
that the people of Cuba felt that they have been betrayed
and that this Cabinet can never bring about any real re-
form. Grau, Nodal, Hevla, Antonio Prio and Vasconcelos.
are singled out for attack; Hevia, incidentally, was
accused of being afrald to take on the real job of being
Minister of the Treasury. , _

; The conservative
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The conservative Diario de la Marina alsc preomised
cooperation and support to the new Gevernmsnt in an
editorial September 25, 1948, Before taking up the
Cabinet itself, the editorial pointed to a number of
problems needing solution in Cuba - relations between
the Executive and the powers of the State, especially.
legislaturs; the question of administrative honesty,
public order, and the suppression of governmental dema-
goguery in relations between capital and laber; the need
for more secondary roads to develop agriculture; for
the rebuilding of efficicncy and prestige in public
education, and for the*qux'alization of Cuban forsign
policy. The editorial then discussed the Cabinet, report-
ing that the general impression has been favorablo. The .
Diario pointed out that one of the most lnteresting things
about the Cabinef was 1ts apparsnt promise te return Cuba’
to a parliamenta form of government. The fact that a
large number of tHe Cabinet are members of the Senats and
Houss was considered especlally significant. (Actually
the Cabinet will centain 8 Congressmen.) The new Prime
Minister's statement that "eour government will be homest,
efficlent and just" was also signaled out by the Diarie
for comment; as was the Prime Minigter's additional pre-
mise that "we will cemply with and in the same way re-
quire the citizenry to respect the law.™ The Diarie
also felt that Aureliane SANCHEZ Arango.was capable of
coping with the chaos in which Alemsn had left public
aducation in Cuba. The editerial concluded with the pre-
mise that the columns of the Diario would be open to any.
constructive work and that the paper will give 1ts sin-
cere and disinterested cooperation to the new Cabinet,
reserving, howsver, the right teo oritioizo ic a oonstruo-
tive spirit. .

T

Posslibly the keenest analysls of the public reacsion
to the new Cablnet was made, as is often the case, by _
Alerta’s Raul ALFONSO Gonsé on Ssptembsr 27. The follow-
ing is a translatlen of pertinent parts of his ‘editorial:

! #Pyblic opinion has received the news of
the appointment of the future Ministers of
Dr. Prio with a ocertain digappolntment. It
had hoped for complete and absolute reform,
without realizing that the Cablnet whioch
will begin to govern the ceuntry Ooctober 10
must deal with a transitional perlod between
the present situation ahd the one whioh muss
necegsarily develop in the first year of the
new Governmsnt.

"With
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"With few eXceptions the new Ministers
are men who have already figured in the
public life of the nation and the people
know them, Thers are among them those who |
have earned the best of reputations, there [
are those who have sarned neither praise :
nor censure, and there are thoss who have
been soundly condemned for their errors,"

Another critic of the new Cebinet 1s former Senater
"Iddy'" CHIBAS, leader of the Ortodoxze Party, who in
his customary Sunday night radio talk September 26 re-
ported his great disappointment in the new Cabinet, the
naming of which he likened to the Qerpetraticu of &
fraud on the people of Cuba. Chibés was especlally
critical of the switch of Hevlia from Treasury to¢ State,
and of the naming of Vasconcelos, Antonio Prie, Rubén
de Leon, Perez and Nodal., He also thought that Andreu
was better qualified for the Ministry of Health, He
promlised to take up the qualifications ln detail of
several prospective Ministers in hils next Sunday night
talk (October 3). The most interesting part of Chibds'
attack, however, was his allegatlion that the Cabinet;
containing as it does 8 members of Congress, ‘would be
unconstitutional as Article 126 of the Constitution
allows only half the Cabinet; not counting the Minister
of the Interior, to be Congressmen and Prio had excesded
that proportion by appointing 8 Congressmenr out of 15,
the Secretary of the Presidency not belng counted as.
a Minister (Article 155). Chibds' point seems well taken;
as previously mentioned, rumeors of a new Minister without
Portfolio who is not a member of Congress lmmediately began
to circulate. '

The Conmunist daily-Ho% has had no significant comment
to make regarding the new Cablnet; 1t is, of course, :
violently cpposed to President-elect Prio.

The Fmbassy's oplnion of the new Cablinet was expressed
in its A-1078 umnder reference, The caliber of the Cabinet
leaves much to bes desirsd., The sincerity of the Cabinet
is untested; the sincerity of Prio 1s still unproven, al-
though many persons are convinced that he will make an
honest effort to do what he has promised, THe Cablnet
is a young one, the oldest and, incidentally, the most
controversial member bsing Vasconcelos (57); Corona .and
Hevia are about 50; while Grau Alsina and Puents (Secrstary
of ths Presidency) are both about 32, The average age of
the Cabinet ls a little over 42; that means that, with
the exception of the oldest and youngest abovementioned,

all
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all of the members of the Cabinet were gbout 20 years
of age when Machado came to power, about 24 years of
age when the anti-Machado revolutionary activity began
in 1930 and about 27 years of age when they had their
Tirst taste of power after Machado was overthrown in
1933 and the first Grau "student zovernment™ took ovar.
These men are not particularly well educated because

during the time when they should have been golng to

college, the University of Habana was either closed

or, when it was open, the students were engaged in so

much political activity that little studying was being
done. These men are all imbued with the "revolutlonary™
spirit. All of them, with the exception of Oteiza,

have held previous government positions (5 have bsen
Cabinet officers before, 2 have been Undersecrstaries,

10 have been or now are Congressmen, 1 was President of
Cuba for 3 days). It is therefore evident that the new
Cablnet will be composed of young men but men experisnced
in the ways of the Cuban Government. Although many have
lived abroad in exile in the 1930-1935 perilod (mostly in
Florida, Mexlco, Guatemala) only Hevia, the Minister of
State, can be sald to have had any real foralgn experiencs.
(He attended the United States Naval Academy and fought ‘in
the United States forces in the first World War.) The’
Embassy feels that, based on past expserience with them,
Hevia, Grau, Oteiza and Andreu will be the most cooperative;
other members of the Cabilnet with whom the Embassy has had no
past experiencs, such as Varona, Febles and Sarchez Arango,
may turn out to be able and cooperatiwve. The Embassy con-
tinues to recelve reports that Prio is determined to try

to lead an honest and competent government; the Embassy
agrees with the Habana press that no judgment should be
passed on Prio or his new Cabinet unhtil they have had
opportunity to demonstrate what they mean by the promlses
that have heen mads. ‘ ¢ s

Regpectfully yours,

For t@p Chargé d'Affaires, a.l.:
f," {rJ“__’.f I‘;‘ ) j', » = )
”,.-'/ :/’ (f:’( \/ Er' oo "/ [J,?} ’,(. (' ; o .“a
'V, Lansing Collins, Jr.
Seoond Seoretary of Embassy

Fi1ls No, 801
Viensing Collins, Jr./dts
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