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Subject: Views of President-Ele~t C~~1E[~f~rrf~s~M~TE~~ 
I OFFICE OF 
f i\MER/CAN REPUBLIC AFFAIRS 

The Honorable 
The Secretary or State, 

Washingtoll. 

1 __ 0 _CT""*,~Il:::::~ 1::...9~_8 'I.-_.-l 

, 
Sir: , "." ) ,) 

I hnv~~the hOllor to reter to the Embassy's dllpatoh 
No. 7$6~r September 21,1948, subjeot: ~olit1oal 
S1,tuation in Cuba", to previous reportl 1'Isard1.og the 
public statements ·:madl by President·lllot Carlol PliIO 
800a1'1'4s sinoe his eleotion ;UAI 1, 1948, and to torward 
a bria:!' sWllIlla17 or Prio's view/J 011 a number ot important 
issues. . 

Frio has indioated 011 several oooallolli that 
dent he would tollow thl /J0JI1I polioy towar. dl C~~~g:.1iD. 
as ho tollowld al Mlnister ot tabor. RI 
oocaa.1011 that demooraoy meo.n.t 111:1nty tor il~~~;~!~:~~: 
but that it did not Aeoellarily ml&Q that ~ 

~be no dlmooraoy it there wlrl 110 Commun11t 
'" dotll .not o.USIr\l' will tor thl CoIimUA1.'i 

(1! ~ Ilop16*U (:pep 1 1n Ou ba. :It lIIII.y 1111" 
~ . a,olared illl,al and dr1T1A undl 
'"' '" Am.tr:l.Oftll IOUl'oe 17. .. 1 :r'llo:rted 

'Y) sent Pl'lfarftt10nl to ,0 \Ull~.~ 
\\. I'le 0 lIl:rn t OD. or 1111,&11 t7 

ably IXllloted that MY ..... "'11 •• 

l. rt wi th1A thl labor 1IIO'V'CIl,IA~r 
ly eliminated, 

Labor 

Prio hal 
viewl thl .. 
ship b,twlln a 
w.ak toro, (labor 
and i~or.a.. the 
labor. H, .hh:"II~O~~~:~~~ to lIlaot .. 1 
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hie; U s preoccupation for labor a.o.d are e1'1duee tbat lle . 
may oo.ntinue a.o.d nO.ll inorease the "revQlaUollal'7 .• 001al­
program of Pruide.l1t Grau a.o.d 1Ihe AuhA~lOf PvV. . IaUoal 
labor measure. would not b. 8urprialas ~d it remaia8· t • . 
b. seen what may be. the attitllde toward o&pll1&l. 
that Pr10 is kaOWJ1 1;0 lie preooonpied. 'W'1U. ~. OTIlZ'a . .I.J 

mio pioture a.nd . hi. williagD. ... to reoopiz • . tho 
i1l7 of a gradual deal1AO trom the p.~ 1a 1ilIO Ouba ooc' •• 111110 
plo1lure ,make his hither100 e:l:pr .... 4 vie .. 0. l&bor & rllliRell" 
s1gJa1tioa.o.t iJldl()a1l10A ot. poll,oy 1.1i the .0oao1ll10 field. 

aeyo1utlosarr Natloaall .. 

"RaV01Ut10tia~~~UOl1A1111111" Wl11 apparuUy; _~o 
ideologloal .tad ot tho Prio regw • . SO-till ... 'IIll., has 
bun reterred to u"r.voll1tiOAa!7 doaool'&07"'. ~ "re- . .. 

GUOAarr" Idea .1. ,.lwar •• tl' .... ,. 'fhi. i •. • :nrOlLo17 
. o~ dltlne bl1t 1. the theu whioh ha.t .. ""., Olillu 

pof o. sinoe 1933. I'll li tho O%oua. toi 0%1 • .." ... '111'­
moil , oontaaioA ud ~oorh1A'II7. Prio d.tuod 1'.ToluUoU.1'7 
natlonali.m a. (1) .trong ~.t.A'. ot th • . ooonQmT of, a_b. . 
in an , .Uor'll ,tow8,1'd. 81' •• tlr iAdu.t".ialS,zat1oA aA4(2) .' 
preteren.o. tor Ol1bu. ill. all .lIlPlo~,t. B •• dd' u.a •• ·. ! .. " 
was to t,Jceplaoe lA .. a1lmo~phel'e ot, 00.,1011. r .. p.o 
lAterad 11ber1l1 .. In. Ol1ba u4 r .. peot tor 1Ille .q,ulU7 , . 
natloAi lAUrAatlon.a1l7. Bow "r.TOlut1OAU7 .a11 •• 11 .. " . 
wl11 reoonoil. tho oontlio; lA.lnter .. t. &Ad d~t. 1Ihai ~ ... . 
easily ou r .. ult tr,om .110h • 1101107, hal lI.01l b ..... X.Pl.1Aod. · 

Other 10949;19 14 ••• 

Prl0 hu 1l1.410atod ;hao; h.b.11.ft. 111' tho 14dlllo;r1111-
zat1oll. ot tat1A ~r10.'.'1l.01.1lT a~b., but u.s.; ·hI .~ 
Aot thlD.k th.11lh1 •• ho~ld b. uUt101.1. H. hal .110 . ' 
41081104 • bel. .1' 1& Ir •• tor .,r10~1turi141"t1'.1tio.UOA ,· ; ~ 
In. a~ba aAd 8. orl.,1oA 01' AIW mart.,. tor '~Iar .. ' tob.ooo. ' 
IA rell17 t •• 41r • .o1l q,11 •• 'tI10A, Il. '14410.1104 thao; hi h.d AO 
plan. tor tho n.at1on.al1lat1OA 01' urpla)110 '01,,,10" ill. O.ba. 

" 

2I/Jl.l 
Pr10 v• prom1 •• to .~ppr ••• ,aAf.t.ri .. hal prob.blT 

reoo1vod "lI1or. tlTOrabl' p~bl,1011l7' A CllI.bl 1IllU .A7" , O~tr 
.tateuA; lle !Ia. 11&4 •• 0 1'.1'. At n .. ' .... U .. Il. pca1 .. , 
to oleo up tho adlll1A1Iba1l1oA. Wh1lo :b211.~lNI1iIo Pl'Obalt17 
dld Aot' r.o.1". ;hI .Ath~.1 •• t10 .JIIt".l 01' Jro.1d •• , Qr • .a., 
it !Ia. tho .1I:.po;10.1 IIIP1IOrt 01' all til. b.;1I.r el.moAt.1A 
Ol1b.. Pdo ha. 1Ad1o.to4 tha1l Il.wi ..... 1Aallllat •• 
huci pleA 01' p~b110 work ... 4 ~&; hi will OlAo •• ;r." OA . 
the bI111.41.Q1 ot lIranoh · rod •• 0 ~.t .. 1'101&1 .. 111" will.- b. 
bett.r .bl. to II' 1;. pr04uo., ;0 tho mart.t.. 11. p~bl10 
work. prolram Will. d.p.AI par117' UPO&;II.. p ...... b7 ' 

Coqr ••• . 

" , 
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Cc;;,gress of the Plus Valfa law, a proje' of raising 
appraisal values of real property and d~ag tha in­
creased taxes thereby reoeived for a publioworks pro­
gram. As the Departm8n~ isawara, there is oertain 
legislation complementary to and oalled for iA the 
Co~stitutio~ of 1940 which has never been passad up to 
the present time. Prio has pledged as did. incidentally, 
Grau in 1944 . to give his full support to :the passage of 
this legislation, whioh ~oludes the law setting up a .. 
Tribunal de Ouentas (oomparable to a Comptroller General's 
office) , the National Bank Law, and the Labor Code.Pl'io 
has also pledged oomplete freedom of press andradl0 and 
complete liberty of thought during his regime. 

Spain 

Prio has indioated that he will not break relatIons 
with General Franoo and gives as his reason the taot that 
there is a huge Spanish oolony in Cuba whioh woald no, 

(\,.,. approve, He tindl himselt 14 . the middle ot two foro .. on . 
;:: th:l.s point. The Senate and HoUle ot Representatives .are 
\" I'V on reoord as tavor~g the breaking ot l'elation. with Spai.o. 

) but other powertul toroel i.o.luba! laoh as the Spanish . 
(\.. oolony. the powertul and i~\ ent e.l D!,riO de fa ~Ra · 

/\'9 \ and pr,~bably a number ot ind . trial an oOllll1ero al\erestl 
'. \ are in tavor ot the est.ablishme.o.t ot tull diplOllJ!l tio ·rell,· 

tions with Franoo. , 

Mej!h1oo .... Guatemll.n II VealZuda 'nd Cost. R19i 

There 10 no doubt that the Prio regime will teal a 
warm. 1,deC)10gionl solidar1 ty With the "revolutiollary" govern­
ments of these tour oountries. Prio has dellied that aAT 
flggrs soj,ve 1l1l1uoe ex1ata betw .. n CubalU1d th .. e gOTern­
mente , but hCIIlnld that the whole thins 1s detendva. In 
his d,.o.1o.1, he 1100s 1mplied t,hnt oonoertedintere.t at le .. __ 
exists. 

D2m1nu~ jellJOll,U,g" Big_tABU, lad Hoadur" 
Prio hu mAde 1t V0:t7 olll\l' IIot e,"1'Y opportunity that 

he doe. not lik. tropioAl diotltor.. He ha. ,lso 1.lld10ated 
that in his opiaioA the people of Ol1ba s1mPI,hi •• Tery strong­
ly witll those toro .. attemp1l1118 to oust 'l'r11.1i110, 1!I00000za II.Jld 
Oarll11. He has stated . hOWlTtr, tha, he is Aot 1A taTer ot 
government.l 1AtarTent!on a,a1a.t ',ropioal diotator. ba, 
rather t.els that the people themselTe~ .hould take the 
n.o .... ry aot10A. lie h .. ISHed wlthAreTilo that the people 
ot Amerio. have IA "illterAaUonal pOlitioal oOA.oianoe whioh 
points the .oou.ing.tinser at thl ~l.rs lAd. politioal group. 
who perpetuate thelUelTes by ale'otoral traud-s." ApllaraD,1I1:v 

he 
OONFIDENTLY. 
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11·: hopas for some strong kind of international pressure , ! 
,"-0 least insofar as Cuba, Mexico, Guatemala, Venezuela . 
Me', :.;osto. Rica are concerned, against Trujillo, SOll1Oza . 
and Caries. On the surface he says that the GQvernment ot 
Cuba will not intervene. This probably does not meu, 
however, that his regime will not olose its eyes to plo.1iting . 
for action against tropical diotators. The fact that he 
has described relations between. Cuba and Mexioo, Guatemala, 
Venezuela and Costa Rioa as only a defense .allianoe against 
diotator countries serves ohiefly to arouse conjeoture as 
to ·the preoise meaning and implioation of "defensive alliaaoe" • 

. ~ 
The taot that PriQ' has indicated that CUbEUl foreign' 

polioy will support vby olosely relations with Mexioo, 
GUatemala, Venezuela and Costa Rioa and other dell1Oore.ol.8's 
but that there wHlbe no relationlil with diotator oou.l1tries 
and the USSR, dou not neolilssarlly meEUl an immediate break: 
in diplomatio re.lations with those oOWltriu, although that 
is something whioh might 'be expeoted. It is beli,aved that 
the Soviet Legation in Habana realize. that it. day. in 
Cuba may be, brief. Aotivityin the Sotiet Legation has, 
it is reported by a oontrolled Amerioaa souroe, deoree ... d 
oonsiderably during the last tew mOllth. ,as has the llWllber 
of peraonllel attaohed to the Leg"Uo.l1. Ot ooilrse this lII&1' ' 
be due to the international pioture as muoh as to the status· 
of rel.ations ' between Ouba. o.lld the USSR. 

1[.Q.~U~ S;V!.\111 

Prl0 hal indioated that he has not ,altogether tqrsiTlA' 
'the United Statu tor not reoosl11zi.as the 1933 Grau regime. 
He hal allO indioAted that while he hI.. b .. A toroid dur1nc 
the past titt .. n years to reo96l1ize tM eoonomio' impor'lUoe, 
of the 1'ela~ion. betwlell Ouba And the UAited,states~,he has 
no't ohanged hie "Ltlti-imper1a1i.t" view. Tery muoh' I1lloe 
hh .tudent rlvolut10llA:1.7 dl.1'. ~!e in4:!.0 .. 1Ie4 in auatemal .. 
thtlt hll ,dlltrua1l ot Amb ..... 40l'. "'1111l1.l1d Olttery 001111111u" 
an.d thnt he oonl1l1ert4 that the GQ"Vlrl1%lllAt ot tM 'O',ite4 , 
State. intlrvened ul1~ultly ill OUb"A attl:!.l" 1n. 1933. He is 
likely to luppo1'1l tM Grall Dootdu whioh he h .. oilled. 
the eorulomlo pArallel ot pol:tt1o .. 1'110n.-in.terv.ntiOA. 

, il ,( 

Prio rloosn.1z .. that the UAited 8111tll :!.I Ouba v• bllt 
market o.nd he ol&1ms Ouba 01.11 pZ'041l01 .Ull1"ohe .. pl1' thl.l1 
the Uilited States and thlt the United St .. te. lleeds this 
8uglU',; He has al.o .111' .. 1114 the United, State ... tUtude 
at the rlolnt ITO'OoAterenoe iA HabLtlI WheZ'e he 'Iid the 
United Statl •• howed that .he WI. williQlto li.teA to, 
and appreoiate the wishes ot ooulltd .. AO' ill. the ... ' 
eoonomio oluswlth hlr. He has s .. 14 that th1l tre .. tmut 
by the Ullited Stat .. ot Oub" lAd otheZ' ooltntrill .. equill 
allows Ouba'to 1.117 her.llt to the united St .. te.witholtt ' 
baing a .lave or bellttliQl'her41pi'7 .... tr .. OO\Ultry. 
Lastlyp .Prio hes, indioated that 1A"the>eTlAt ot~ iAt.r~ 
utio(:ll oontlio'bOub .. will IIlOt h.s,1tatetoliM up wi\ll. '\ 
the Uni tad 8111.10 .. 'ud t~' o'tlher '1IIIOorloi.s ot, the wo'rld • 

. '!'hI' ."0 ... , 
Oomrmm'IU 
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'I'he above summarizations or what Pre.iden1l-eleot 
Prio has' said during the last two IllOAtl:l.Il are ban.d '. 
only on public statements - they are public . prolll1 ... 
and pledges . Prio is a "politicG" acd ' kaow. ~e ma._ 
make public statements and pledg .. whloh he · Will no" 
be able to oarry out.'1'hia brier aaliai. i.submit,., 
with this reservation in mind. . 

It will . be noted trom this anal:r.~sthat there . ~e 
many topi,oa, espeoially . in international relations pwhio~ .. 
the PreSident-dect might have beeAu:peo1led t;o 1Iouah . 
upon. Hi. tailure to do so is t~ther proqt ot the lnward­
looking train ot thought . ot the laok ot. breadth ot Tla1oA,: 
of the notional or insular outlook at the .lutentioo PartT, 
the advison ot the President-eleot, . and ot the Pr .. lde.a.1I-
electh1mselt. . 

RespeottullY'yours, 

•• rt ... ~ •• ~ • . 

V. Lu..1D&-JJ .. t;A 
Seoond Seore~~ ot .mba •• y 

I 

Fne No " SOl 
VLanl1ns "oll:tlll~ iTr ,, /dt • 


