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Sir:

I have the honor to report that the visit of the President-elect
of Cuba, Carlos PRIO Socarrae, to Venszuela August 30 to Beptember 4,
1948 was characterized by a serles of receptions and spesches empha-
gizing the cordial relations between the two countr -s and the inten--
tion to approach their international prablems of both a political and _
econcmic nature on the basis of mutual cooperation. The only dis~ . i
cordant note during the visit came from the Communist Party of Vene~ P
zuela, which branded Prio as the "ambassador of the 'stupid ones! and
the sugar trusts in Cuba®, and which refused to permit its members in
Congress to participate in the speclal session held to recelve the
president-elect.
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The various events held in honor of Prio included militaxy honors.
upon his arrival and departure, visits to the national monumernts of
Veneguela and Cuba in Caracas, a special interview with President
Gallegoe of Venezuela and a reception &t the Presidential Palase, a
spacial session of the National Congress, a banguet pffered by Dr. Andres
Eloy BLANCO, Minister of Forelgn Relations, special meetings of the
National Confederation of Workers and Accion Democratica; & concert
offered by the Governor of the Federal District, Alberto LOFEZ. Gallegosq

and a receptlon at the Cuban Embasgy. In genersl, the speeches of .
welcoms and the replies of Prio at these events were similar to those
delivered in the Natlonal Congress, as reported in the Ewbassy's tele-
gram Noo 644 of September 2, 1948. ' Both the Veneguelan offieial and
the Cuban pregident-elect pointed out the similarity of. the regimas: :l.n
the two countries which have achieved liberty for their poapha after
a period of tyremny, and which are now interested in achieving the
economic well~being of their peoples, both. dependent upon & ons<prodict
economy. The speeches also emph#sized that both countrie: ave: feum i
with & common danger in the eximtence iu ‘the Western Hemisyhvsrs of
certain dictatorships. They called for assistance Ly the’ Unimd Btates
in diversifying and industrializing the oconcmias of the. tIo count:'n.es 3.
and for solidarity againut the oomon.:d.angero-a o pti :
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Prio also granted an intervi‘n'with' tho .caracas proas, wh:l.ch m
reported in the Embaagy's telegram no. 61.0 of Beptember 1,
the Embassgy's dpspa.t.ch No. 689 Sep or 1948 ;
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EL PAIS, the Cmmmiat TRIBUNA POPUIJ.R’-’?'and the lnti '
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EL HERALDO. EL. PAIS,,, reflecting the general tenor of the cfﬁcial
speeches of weleome, arvhasized the dempcratic.nature of the resinl
elections in Cuba and the popular basis. of the melcome .extéended here
to the Cuban pre-idsnt-elect. . TRIBUNA PCPULAR on the other hand, em«-
mented that sincc Prio represented a continuation of the gangsterism
and administrative corryption of the Grau regime and was a lackey. of
the sugar imperialists, his presence in Venezuela was not. interprated
by the Venesuelan people as an expression of the popular will in- Cuba .
EL HERALDO used Prio's statement in his press intefview that. political
gangsterism was the gravest danger in Cuba as a point of dsparture to: -
condemn the failure to bring to justice in Venezuela those' msponsib‘l.e
for political violence thareo

Respectfully yours,
For thé Junbassado_‘rs‘

cc: Amembassy, Habana
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