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Sept 1 STR: '
ﬁg}T\ION . Referring to the mbuay'u telogru 0oy 365 91'-"'
‘ August 25, I have the honor to .report fusther
to the official visit of Dr. Carlos PRIO Boe
éggo dent-elect of Qube, which took pl&ce rrom.jngn
ggé Members of delegation

Accompanying Dr. Pric Socarras were:
President. of the House of Ra raaentatina 0 a
- Alejandro C0SSIO del Pino, nister of Goveramen
GRAU Martin’s cabinet, nra Alberto. OTEIZA, physil
personal friend, the Guatemelan Minister to Guba
Arturo RIVERA, and a group of five.Quban nowmg
pondents. Preceding the official party dv
were: Juan BOSOH, desoribed as *idvisor
prominent Dominican man of letters, Sefior ‘.Ianuol
d.irowbar or the news np U2, (o::gun- of t )

tuban muimry alr
August . 20,:'-wh.cro
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' The independent press, whioh from time to time
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state banquet and dance at the National Ellneq orroro&

by President and Mrs. Arevaloo Sunday .and. Mornday were
spent on a tour to lake Atitlan and chiohinnaxnnnngb
Tuesday, August 24; Dr. Prio Socarrds was honored by- aun
Carlos Univeisity, and visited the various installations .
of the Institute of Soeial Security and Public Welfare.
The formal program ooncluded with a receptlon that evening
at the Palace Hotel, offered in honor of President Arévalo.
and President-eleot Prio SOOurraa by the Cuban Ghargé
d?lffaires and Mrs. ABEIA.

The Cuban delegation departed about 7:30 the rollowins '
morning, being seemqff at tha La Aurora airport by Presi-
dent Arevalo and other high officials, and a. good ropro-‘
aentation from the diplomntim oorps..

‘ ».
Publio.s eeches OFf . 108 uerVIle and

As reported in the Embaasy's telegr&m noc 36#, thil
vielit was marked by, public deaunciations; both by rrllidnni
AREVALO and Dr, Prio’ Sooarrds, of the .so~-salled ftfopieal..
dictatorships and fervent deoclarations in support of dtln- ', ‘
oratic movements in this. hemispherse. Proaident"ArGVIlo'l L .

formal speeah of weloome, and Dr. Prfo's reply, delivered at . .
‘the banquet, set the. kwynota .Due. bo. their signifiocanase will

full informel translations. ars enclosed, and no effoxrt
be made herein to summarize them., For puryoses of record,
the full Spanish taxt is also. enclossd. in.uinsla nopy. :

Resotion to these oonoarted.publio ;tatamentq ‘was
varied. Audience response at.the banguet was warm. -Never- -
theless, the general reastlion, at. least among the. diplomntio
corps preseunt, was. that they lmplied a oommon militent. L
attitude and po-sibly 8 redl threat toward those oounbrial
deemed to fall wlthin the ocdtegory of dletatorsiips,. ‘and .
possibly foreshadow full Ouban support to. Guat: als. prnlant‘
vigorous polioy. of trying. to bring ipternational moral, . :
diplomatioc and -edonomioc pressure to bear on GARIAS, SOMOZA
and. TRUTILLO. Typiocal were the private scomments of two
Ohiefs of Mission of Latin Ameriean ocuntries: . one ro- ‘
marked "A deolaration of war®; another "These p.0f IR '
(Guatemsala) are beént upon 1ntcrvpn1ng 'in thair ne ghborli
internal arfalra™, | “;'

Pronl readtion Wll ono or politc $0 warm n{p&é;;l.. % .
s extrenme

oritical of Guatetalan foreign poliay in respect to the
ndiotatorshipsn, oomplimented boih speechea as. Aighiriolnt

‘expreasions of tho denoordtio. nipirlgionl ‘of the Amsriean

people, but, at the same time, noted that Pr.. rria'z !b!ll‘
oontrnutod by. mnd-rntion with, :hnl.-orvﬂr ai‘nn Ar .

{ ]
. natod¢ !wio 5
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Socarras Included = warning agalnst the danger of onma
munism in America; and Aréwalo took occaslon %o ntttok .
Great Britain for allegedly supportung the Trujillo dio-'
tatorshlp thrrugh roaent arms salesp

Prio's press interview

Dr. Prio received an excellent and enthusiasiie .
press, This, in large measure, resulted from the cordial.
and informal meanner in which he recsived Guatemalan press
representatives, and %o: his wisdom in including several
Cuban newspaper men in his officiel party. The. Guatemalan . . .
press d1d not fail to contraci Pric's oordial press rolaiien.,
with the aloofneass..of.the Guatemalan Government toward the
independent press here, none .of whose representatives, for
example, wag lnvited to the banquot and roooption for Dr.'

Prio,

Enolosed as of poasible interess o tho DOplrtm.ns il
a brief summary of Dr. Prio's rszarks at a. press interview
shortly after his arrivel, In ancther press 1n$orvicw,
answering a leading question on the Belize issue, he Te=
sponded that while he personally sympathizes with Guate-
malan aspirations; his Government has no% adopted an
offioclal poslition. A

Other aspects of the Prio visit mentioned in tho
Embassy's telegram no. 364 will be covered in separate

despatohesn.
Reapectfully yoursé

“Milton K. Wells
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim
Tile no. 800

MEWellas/moh
Paxohment to Dapartment

Enoloaurea:

Lo Tranalation of Preaident Arevalo's lpaaoh.
2, Translation of Pric Scearxds' spoooh |
3. Bpanish text of: bothv' : :

Lo Summnary orf praau oomm

OOPIES T0: | auatemnlan%naik*brriaa g |
Anmerican Embassies at: .thann.;ciudad Trudillo,
Toguoisal '+Mhnngua, san aalvndor and Sln '




RESYRIVIED

Enclosure #2 Embassy despatch #439, August 26, 1948

Guatemala on; Official Visit of Dr. Carlos Prio Socarrzs,”“'

President-elect of Cuba.

SPEECH BY DOCTOR PRIO SOCARRAS

I have srt foot on Guatemalan soil with the dévo-
tlon and affection with which every Cuban holds for
this land so beloved by Jose Mart{. For us Cuba has
one single heart and ite name is Jose Marti{.  That’
which lives in this heart 1ls sacred to my country. -
Mart{ loved and admired other countries of America but
Guatemala held the highest place in his affections, -

There was more than enough reason for 1t to be"_
this way. If anyone doubts that the martyr of Dos Rios
was mistaken in pouring forth the rich stream of his
emotion let him look clearly at. the accomplishments or_
this country in so few years; let him seek beneath the
calm smile of today, the profound sorrow’of yesteryear,
and let him see how Guatemals with singular bravery has
succeeded in 1lifting itself from the shame of tyrany to
the dignity of democraey. It is no implacable snd grim
dictator who governs this land of lakes anud volcanoces,
but an 1llustrious educator, pride of the American sohool
of thought; mot double-flsted generals who guaranteed na=-
tional institutlions, but revolutionary military men, at:

once soldiers of the people and teachers in the bnrraokt;: '

not terrified journalists who inform the masses but writ-
ers whose right to criticize and express an opinion is
respected, .

When Marti'pra;aea among the qualitia&”of the peo=-
ple of Guatemala their affectionats character he lamentsd
the fact that their apontaneous American kindness could
not be seen everywhere. At that time Guatemsla and (uba
could not express thelr mutual affection because in ths
latter there was & regime of terror which prevented it
and only in the struggle for liberty could a Cuban like
lart{ and a Guatemalan like Fermin Valdes Domingues
oome to know and like each other., On other oscasions
we have been free and you here have been in slavery.:
Like a wall of hatred deserving the wrath of every hon-
est man, tyrany has prevented the free undarltlndins
and the generous union of our people whioh is s0 neo=
essary to the high interesta and noble: purponol of huw=
manity.

Cuba and Guatemala today lpllk ta tho world 1n th..
same languasge and insist on guaranteeing to thnir? ljor-
1ties the enjoyment of a better: lndﬁmor'ﬁj . :
socinl climate of oivic liberty Oubn'
the former under the Governmen

RESTRICYED ; rainod
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ralsed and uphsld against every obstacle ‘the banner’ et
revolutionary democracy. It is not strange therefore .
that I should bs here tonmight receiving so- gansrbualy
your uforgetteble affection and courtesiss, The wall
of hatrsd of the dictators no longer separates us, To-
day the august figure of Martf must be smiiiing for he-
dreampt of a common destiny lighted by thbk torsh of lib-_‘,
erty for both his countries, Cuba and Guatemala. g

I am here smong yow because we are bound togethar:‘--
by these common ideals and destiny. It 1ls net change,. -
not & desire to travel or rest thet carriss me on this
viailt to American couwntries, here damooraey as:we reé-
volutionsries understand it, is now-'casting its kindiy-
shade on the peocple=~-no. The reason is that having
witnessed the countlsas benefits whish Ciba today en-
Joys thanks to the regime of political liberty and L
social justices whioh we have attained there, I wish .
to see the same sdifying spectacle in sister oountriol r
and above &ll in thoss which suffered ar we d1d ‘the - i
oppression of dietatorship in the years of our: ltrugglo.'

. I have wished ¢ven more; I have wished to becsme
convinced that there where the revoluntion has-put aotn
rootps, 1t shail not become disheartensd. DBesause as S
much joy as 1t gives me to see s CGuatemala, a Venesuela. S
free, I am sorry to see thair democratic oonquoltl in - N
danger. : ‘ Lo

Angd not only would it pain me beoause 1t 1l purt ' /
of the dignity of esech ons of us, the dignity of all - -
American men, and part of our liblrhy is your liberty, -
but above all, Doctor Arevalo and 1llilustrious offi--
olals and diplomata who listen to me, becauss.I b
lieve that for the greatest bensfit of my coming gove
ernment, for the greatest happiness of the Cuban peo-
ple, for the best interests of our ‘hemisphere and of
the world, the leader of s people who has been: able to-
establish demoorasy ws un inst tutionnl regime, has td
preach that regime outaide hia boundaries if he does ‘
not wish to expose himlolr to hnving to dorond 1t within
them. :

I am u revolutionary: when oiroumutnnooi ar thn
Cuban battlie sducated in wotilon.in order to imposs a
dootrine, not in the words whioh impelled 1t. I hnvo
heard you, President Arevalo, manifest with the
of honest leaders your precsoupation for the' durnblllty ;
and extension of demooracy in Amsriom. I noao't asmy
owmn your sdmonitory voice. I agree with: yoﬁ t the
anschronous existence of diotatorships in our continent .
ratards our progrnln, humiliatol o bolior- lnd serves

RESIRIGUED o - S Lnt.roltj T
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interests foreign to America. But among your words I
take special note of those in which you mssert -that %to- .
day there 1z an international political-consecienee which. -
polnts the accusing finger at the rulers-and political .
groups which porpetuate themselves in power by virtue -

of electoral frauds”, It 1s true that this conselenss. .
exlstas now; asnd tends, with impetuous growth, to eomsBi- -
der as pertubers of the juridic society of nations the "
regimes which lack legal authority, without mentioning
the moral, 1n order to call themselves representatives

of thelr people and in order, as such; to maintain:
themselves as equal among those who are the legitimate
expression of popular will.

Your Presidency, Dootor Arevalo, is the result of
national vote expressed in the electlons of December,
1944; a few months before national vote cmirled Dootor
Grau Sen Martin to the head of the Cuban Goverrmentj
the people's vate hes selected me to govern in Cuba
during the next four years. .The mostisnasious . adver-
sarles of Doctor Grau, yours and mine know of the re-
tltude of the elections in which each one of us has
been chosen to direct and defend the interests of our
respective countries. I am sure that I am not mistaken
if I say thet nelther you, nor Doetor Grau San Martin'
or I would have accepted a falsefication of the popular
will, Thus for sincere directors, for those of ua who
consider power as a means of being useful to the high
ideals which our peoples have been loocking fur since the
days of the emancipatory battie, the same root of sover-
slgnty 1s the desire of the people; and he who violated
it 18 not worthy of serving in the height of power.
Moreover, he who violates it does not wish to serve,
but to profit. ‘

Woll, thore are Just causes of satisfaoction for
those of us who study the progress of Amerioa in itas
battle for the extenslon of demooracy in the Hemiapherse
and in the world. Not the least among these 1ls that a
leader suffer anguislh upon seel oppressed peoples,
such as happena to you, citizen President. Nor of
lesser degree ias the exemplary agitatien of the peoples
agalnat their oppreassors, & horoioc anaswer to the eleo-
toral mookeries which you denounce,. .o

. Yes, we muat help atrengthen this spirit which now
rises in the New World. In that saored bond with his-
tory, I feel more obligated than you, President Arevale. .
Because like the present governor of my country, you oame
to power on the road of glory. Dootor Grau was an emi-
nent dootor and & well beloved university professor

RESLRIVUED ‘ ~+ when
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when he entered, with such an estate, into the revolu- - -
tlonary battle; you are =n illustrious professor, who
has honored the name of your country with your weil-
known studiss on adolescense and personality, when the
Guatemalan instinct chese you to lead your: democratic
ara,

Not I. Cuba has elected me because I am & revolu-
tionary. By making me its next Fresident, Cuba has pro- -
¢claimed in a decisive manner that its will is te ‘main~-
tein in the Governmment the principles of the revolution‘-
to which I have dedicated the best years of my life., -
And . the revoliution is not Cuban. Ths revolutilon has ne
nationality. It is a human cspiration, which now boils
with vigorious pressure, in American lands; it is an
uncontainable force, which accelerates progress in our
lands and carries the great national majorities te
higher planes of economic well-being, of liberty and
dignity, of oulture and health. To the revolution thus
dedicated, I have consecrated my efforts. I should,
therororo, serve with all the energy of my heart the
wish of my people, You can be sure, with the guarantes
of my past, that I will deo honor to the plodgo whioh
signlifies my electlion, ,

Be sures, Fresident Arevalo, that in your fight fer
revoiutionary demoorascy, Guatemala and Cuba will not
travel separated. Together we shail help to build the
American world of the future., <t is time far us now.
that the maxim of Mart{ be converted inte actions "Our
nations must save themselves together or they will. per=
ish togoether®,

President Arevaloy I do not know how-tO“thahk you
for the epportunity yeu have given me to visit yowr -
besutiful country and to offer you the fraternal friend-
ship of Cuba, now renovated in liberty. I beg you not
to aocept &as pollte phrases the wishes whioh in this
moment I make for the luok of Guatemals and for the
good sucosss of the government over whish you preaside.
In these traditlonal words, President Arevals, there -
roeatly go the sentimenta of Cuba and of myself.

I have spoken.

Guatemala, August £i, 1948,

RESYRIVIED
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SUMMARY OF .GOMMENTS IN PRESS MADE BY - o C . i
Carlos Prfo Sc»arréss President~elect of cuba. ST

The four fundamental points of the press: cunfaroneo
of President-~elect. Prio Bpearrds. were:: L) - :Commumdmm;:
2) Freedom of the press; 2) Attitude of tha Governnont :
toward .dictators; -and. 4). Eeconomic Devslopment of the 1maricap.

The Communist- Preblam

He. denounces communistic infiltration.. He: foﬁgnt : R |
strongly with the Communiist party of Cuba which was run hy ©
an internatsional -erganization: . .Prfo. stated that -he had. . .
known the Cemmunist Party fer 15 years;- tts~$tma&ns;nund'v' P g
tactica. In reply to a question. by a member-ef B}~ C
Libertader,-asking whether. he baelieves: that-@ua&clula-lolnl ;

oward Communism, he stated that..some foreign governments
accuse others (which rule their country with a ntticnnl
revolutionary course) eof being. communist;c, .

Asked whether he i1s certain that the. Populur 8ocialist
Party is the'destermining faeter.for 'the existense of & true
demogracy. in Guba: (whinh question was asked by a-member of
PAR, Paco Fermandes), the Guban Presidentselect indicated .
liberty of" arganization of all poelitieal parties and the
respéct for all ideologies and opinions were indilponlnblo
for the sesurity of democratic rngimes°

Freedom of the- Eruug

In Cuba he states, there exists absolute freedom
of the press. 'There ane no ssheduled press. conferences; .
however, when the newspaper men request an intorviow such
is granted by the present President: Grau.

In waking. known his attitude. toward: dintttorr, he. R
sald the..0ubans. would sse the liberasion of the: soe le uho &
now.are subjested to dictaterships.  He was aske '
Government would tdks any. hnllisarunt action: against. lnv
of the American dictatorships.- To thiw he stated that he.
consideno& no.eountry, ineluding hil 'would declars.war

on anotheh,. but that .each. uountrx Loh was: opposed to
dictatorshé weuld take.part.in its ewn liberation.- ."3.lid.l"
he added,! it is not advisable ovor to threaten or to

caution the ennmy"o
Egenonde
RESTRICTED
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Economie Baveleggent

He states that he is anti-imperialdssie.::
which arese: afber Roossvelt: were others... .Then
bilities now. whieh bhefore. may.have reen. g drean:

the imperizliism of the dellarm. He. advocases. industs
zation for each country; that is to say, at least 51
industrial develepment. within each ecountry. - '

The Glaxgun‘Plan

In raply to:the. .question of-. whnthar ‘he:. bclia 3
the Clayton Plan would destroy. Ameriea, ke stavess
applied in-unison-and in .agreement.with. the: produe
eath country, without pursuing. anfinnennmtionl&:
believe bhat. the Glayton Plan.wili.noet:.destroy
but Pan Americanism is necessary, and this is. n
if the. ecuntnies: are: ney: ‘democracies."

-Thc-

[

reball Plam . |

- He believes that.the: apanish,imnmietw-nnuntriol,
- benefit by the.Marshall:Plan, becauss it:provides dollars
to the European countries who.will be in a position : bu
products fram thase countri'a. s BV

‘ With regtrd t0 Beldne, he ntntud ththht mn‘!
the Juatﬂno of'the. causs. of Guatemala in itw: terr b,
dispute with Great Britain, but that the question was no

thoroughly understood by the Cuban puoplo owinz tof h
of effective: prapugandao., .

‘ He, dou&amod'up A8
. on.the parhiof. the newsp
squaldsyrbetwem the: ragin
and he believed that in thi

MCHury/moh
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dated August 27, 1948, frem the - . .. -

. Ameri can Embessy, Guatemala, en-the: -

subject: Vigereur Publie Speech by = -,

Cuban President-Elect Densuneing. Pers -
~.mer United States Diplemats fer . . . -
Alleged Interventien in Cuban Internal
Affairso I | *
é OFFICE MIMORANDUM
. .Guatemala, August 24, 1948
Repert. en .Prie Secarris

At,lL:G@_ahaid@kaIQwant;tofnhaJunhwemsityxinuthomf".“

company of.Mr. Wells,:.to .attend the University funetdem.... . *
honering President<elect:Pi i~ Secarvas. of.Guba; . At:abeus - .

11:15 the.Cnbgn Presidentseleet: arrived acsompanied by
the Rector of the University, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, cabinet ministers, et cebtera. ... ' e

The Rector of the University. read:a:prepared speeehr .
praising Prfo Socarras.for the part. he played.while.a ' =
student, -in. the: Cuban.revolution: whieh overshrew the: - -
Machadoe. regime:and -emphasizing: the high ousldty of: -~
leadership: .which- had: brought. him..te.the position he now -
holds. Emphasis, but net undue stress, was laid by

-

¥,

the Rectowr. @n..Brim..Socarréa' aoclial consedousnessic - e

The Presidentwelect of .Cuba then arose and read-a. — = "=

prepared speagh of thankes which .ended. with his stating-

that he would deseribe the. background of the Cuban revew: - ' -

lution and the part the.Uniwvarsity of. Habana-had played:

in bringing about.the fall of the. tyrant:" Laying aside
his papers.he then spoke for 4§ minutes...At first he '
gave a deseription of. the Machade regime;:dietatorial -
and uncompromis mt@wundmtha”Untranliwxu~aﬂiwpointod'

out that this regime.was upheld. by the "country to the
north", In fact, he said, Cuba.only. galned:
dependence.in 1902, .all govermments up thro
regime having followed a policy of - : '
was mads t0.Mr. Sumner Wellas, then
effect thu&mhomnupponmndmtha=ﬁl )
movoment.tviHMphod,Maehldowloftmfor;&hq»Un&hué.ﬂhaz;l.:u
under ths protection of the Aumerican Ambassalor. .Emphasis
was laid on the allegation that .Sumner Welles had then

h-Machade's
".n‘r".ﬁ‘,.nc. .
', t0. the -

supported. a.mediation. govearmment that was unpopular with - - 'y

the people.: 'ﬂi‘l."IMBEGC'Iog‘,‘ﬁf.ﬂ.ﬂﬂtﬂ‘.\lﬂn @tﬁ-t‘w,{: -sald the .
Presidenteelsact, had tried in sveey 'way 'poss bie to:break
.Grau San Martin: . Grau San Marsin's governsent lasted a4
brief foun menthe,. thanks tp the dntervention of Sumner:
Welles, but had.left behind over a hundrsd: seeially im.
portant laws, such as ninimun.wage, social-sscurispy, ' s &
etc., etg 'huu laws. have ‘seen upheld ‘by.sueseeding :
overnments .because.ef the will of.the psopls.: It was <3 %
niversity students;, said. the President-eleety;. who had . ' .o
shown the way to the people. He then sald that when psople
are convinced that they are working for a common good .« :»

W 4 dy

ptial dmy o no

asady
chade rejjime, When the 1933



CONFIDENTIAL

-

Page 2 of Bnclosure ne. 1 to D-L44]
August 27, 1948
Guatemala

against a common evil they should go ahead and rebe
history would vindicate them. e o et e g e el
. Mr, Prio. &ccarras .stated that Cuba has ewery:c e L
sideration for American diplemats. who truly represent the: -~
will of the oceople and the government.of .the.United States; -~
but that she cannot tolerate American diplomats who serve: - -
as mouth-pieees for private United 3tates interests... -
Thls statement; given in a passionate manner, slicited
"vivag" .and heavy, lengthy applause. 3 ro

Communism, he said, brought about as bad a-slavery -
as any obher:subservience t~a foreign.power, because. .. - '~ "
those wha follow communism.take their.orders. from~arfoxsy - - -
. elgn country... .He said he.stoeod for Guban. nationalism,. .
America, -said. the President-elset, must become-ecenomies -
ally independent and must.show the worn out ceuntries’
of the old world the way %o a newrlife.and hepes..: -

President=elect. Pric Socarrds!: speech-was-inddeative . ..
of an ever=growing. trend in Latin America. today.  His~ » -~~~
general theme: was-economic. independence.of the United. - -~
States, industrializastion. and. seeial ‘reform; -I.have e
“heard the:sams.ideas expressed by Dr, Gerarde Molina,
Rector of the University of Colombia and Foreign Miniater
Parra Velasco of Ecuador, :

J. 4. Ba rrett

JABarrett/km/mch
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Belt told me todsy President-Elect Prio had asked him to
S infoirm me that in his speech at San Carlos Unilversity,
RN Guatemala, he had no intentlon attacking Welles, Caffery
AN, or the US and that he had been miaquoted in preas. :
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