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3/3 . Issuro VALDES liorsnd appointed Minister of the

LD Troesury on June 26 by President Grau. Valdés, native

103 ¢f Plnar dsl Rio, age forty, 1s a self-made man, oivil

e and electrical angineer by professioin, with long revolu-
tlonary history extendlng back to eariy 1930's. He 1is
g personal friend of Presldent Grau, who is godfather
of Veldéa's children. On Grau's sccession to power,
Taldés was meds Interventor de la Republica, or General
Audltor, at the Treasury, which post he administered
ﬂompnteLtlv end onhestly. He was mads Trosaurer of
the Republ ic in April 1946,

Qualifioations principaily personal loyalty. to
Grau, administrative ability, familiarity with Treasury
matters integrity, and industry. Although from Pinar
del Rio Province he is not a member of the Prio clique,
sut iz baliocved to be sponsored by Jowséd Manuel ALEMAN,
Minister ol Education, a rival of Prio high in Palace
favor., He i1s backed by the "young revolutionary oxrgani-
zations”, and it nhas been remarked that on his assuming
office for the first time in meny months visitors to the
Treapuiy are today not being frisked for pistols. These
assoclations glve rise to the only tontative misgivings
expressed regarding his elevation to ministerial rank.
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It is understood that Florentinuv MARTINEZ, who was
connldored a candidate to roasums this porlt, ia not ag-
grieved cholice should have rfallsn on another; important
Commerce post would probably bs open to him, bulche is
balieved to be little interested, for personal rd@sond!
It is reported Commerce post will now presumab1y°h3uttm
T1illed for another nonth.
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