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I Have the honor to inform the Departiment of the recent
visit of General Fulgencio Batista, ex~President of Cuba, to
llexiczli. General Batista, whose party included Dr. Augelio
Ternandez Conchesso, fermer Cuban Ambassador to the United 2
Stotes, Sr. Leandro Garcia, former Cuban Consul General at Miami, .
*lorihg, znd the General's valet, arrived at Mexicall by a.

exiczan militery »lane about noon on March 13 and were met"
t the eirpcrt by General Juan Felipe Rico, Governor of the
Horthern Territcpy of Baje California.

- An elaborate program of entertainment was given for
Generzl Batista. Governor Rico was host at a luncheon party
nt Gambrinos Café at 1:30 P.M. on March 13, which was attend-
ed bv about 60 zuests; the same evening a dinner at the Taxco
Café was given by the Chamber of Commerce and the Industrlal
Chemnber of Commerce of Mexicall. Upwards of 120 people were
present at this dinner, including many -from the nearby Cgli-
fornia cities of Calexico and El Centro. On March 14 a bar-
becue was held for General Batista by the Club de Charros.
General Rico and the higher officials of the Territory Govern-
ment were present at all of these functions, as was the umder-
signed. General Batista's speeches at the two dinner partlas‘i;
were most enthusgiastically received by the audience and 1t
was plain to see that he was a very popular personage. o
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Hebblethwaite, of the El Centro, California office
fornia Highway Patrol, offered to furhnish General Batis

an escort car to San Diego, but the General'&lthough 1
clative declined the offer. At Captaln Fontets reques
tained reservations for General Batista's party by tel
at the Samarkand Hotel at Santa Barbara .for the night )

General Batista and party have been traveling in-
America, Central America and Mexico since.last Oetober:
expect to spend several months in the United States befor
returning to Cuba in June. It is not believed that any:
tical significance is attached tc General Batistats visit
here, but the reception accorded him and the enthusiasm wit
whlch he was recelived was noteworthy. :

Respectfully yours,

John B. Ketcham,
£ American Gonsuli
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