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Cabinet Chanpes: Grau Alsina Out.

On February 5 Priue .idnister Varona announced that Sr.
Virgilio PudEZ Lépez, ldnister of Comumunications, had been
appointed iinister of asgriculture to- succeed Ing. Francisco
Grau alsina, resigned, and that the Undersecretary of Comume
nicatious, Ur., Carles MARISTANY Sfuchez, had been appointed
Liinister of Communications, -

The removal from the Cabinet of Grau Alsina, ex-President
Grau's nephew, has been expected for some time in view of the
deepening rift between the ex~President and President Prfo .
Youny Grau's presence in the Cabinet lhias been an almost con-
stant source of irritation to the other lLiinisters who, siding
vith the President, have felt quite correctly that they have
had one of Grau's sples in their very midst. As pointed out
in the imbassy's A-184 of February 4, the Prime hinister on
February 3 had twice asked young Grau to resign and in both
instances had been told by the ldnister that the :atter would
‘have to be taken up with his uncle. Despite the Prime lilnister's
statement that Grau Alsina had submitted his resignation, it
is widely ruuiored that he did not do so and that the President
broke the i.passe by having the Prime linister amnounce Péres!'
appointnent. Under. these ciraumstances, young Grau's rcmoval.
from the Cabinet :narks a Ligh point in the cuvrent feud between
ex<President Gray and Prio. (Jee Lmhassy's dospatch No. 86,
FGbruaI’Y h‘. 1949. )

Virgilio Pérog, the new kiinister of Compunications, wyas
one of the founders of the Autentico Party; he served aam
Director Genural of the Coffee stabilization Institute f#dw 'a
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1944 to 1946 when he was elected to the [louse of ltepresenta-
tives. It is underscood be has long coveted the positiofto
which he has just beon anpoinied, (For further informatio‘g
see Confidential Biograpaic Uata report, hovember 10U, 194%)
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Carlos wmaristany oénchez served as Undersecrctary of
Communicotions during both of lrau's adumisistirations
{1933-1934 and 1944=1947}. He has represented Cuba at
a number of radlo confercnces. le has been describea as
anbitious, difficult, not too frieundly toward the United
obubus and extre.ely naticualistic, (For additionel ine
formavion see Coafidential Blographic Lota report,
Lovenber 12, 1948, )
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