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Cabinet ChanGes: Grau Alsina Out 

On J:<'ebruary 5 Prilue ,·u.niuttlr Varona announced that ::ir. 
Virl,;ilio P&LEZ L~pez, 1,u.llillter of COlJliLUllic .. ~tions, had been 
appointed i·u.nister ot J,gricul.ture to· succeed Ine;. Francisco 
Gi-UlU .usilla, resigned, and that tile Undersecretary ot COIIIDlU- • 
nicatiolL5, Dr. Carlos (i.:/UU;:l'J.'AI1Y ::;~llchezJ had been appointed .00 
1·iinist<.lr of Communications. I\) 

, ....... 
The removal trom the Cabinot of Grau Alsina, ex.President 

Grau's nephew, has been expectod for some time in view of the ~ 
deepeninc; rift between the ex.President and President Pr!o , . ~ 
Young ' Grau' s presence ill the C~binet lJas been an 8.lmost con- .. 
stant source of irritation to the other l·iinisters who, sidine (0 
\lith the President, have felt lluite correctly that they ,have 
had one of urau's spies in their vory midst. As pointed out 
in the ;:;lllbassy'B A-184 of l!'ebruarY 4, the Prime ~·anister on 
February 3 had t\'lice naked youne; Grau to resign and in both 
in"tances had been told by the j·:J.l'1ister that the; :atter l"JOul.d 
'have to be Lalcen up ~/ith his uncle ... Despite the Prime Hinister's 
statemont that Grau Alaina had submitted his res:Ienation, it 
is widely rUMored that be did not! do so and thnt the President 
broke the i. .• passe by having the Prime hillister armounce P&rea' 
appointrilent. Under· theBe cirCllUllutances, YOWlg Grau' s . romoVal . 
from the Cabinet !'larks a hil:;h point in the cu,'reDt feud betwe8D 
ex.;Preaident Grau and }>rio. (Jee 11mbassy's dOllpatch flo. 86, 
i·'obruary 4, 1949.) , ' 

Virgilio l'6roB. the neu Hillister of Comr~unioations ,~s 
one of the founderll of the Autentico Party; be. sQrved aSJTI 
U1roctor Genvral of the Coffee dtabilization Institute tEeN I 
1944 to 1946 when be \laG elected to the House of ltepreseJt1ta •. 
tives. It is undoro·.;ood he haa lont;; coveted the p081tio~o 
Hhich he has just beon nl)pointed. (For, further illfonnat1ot1E. 
see t:onfidcmtial BioGraplu.c iJataroport, ',. t,ov8I':lber lv, 194~) 
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Car'los .·.aristany ..;anchez served as Undersecretary of 
Con:JlIunic" .t.iolls during both of Grau r 8 aclruilii ;.:;t; rations 
(1933 ~·1934 m'ld 1944~194.7) Q He hus represented Cuba at 
a number of radio conforcncos. lie lias been de ::o; cribeo. as 
Qlitbi t i oLiU , diff icul'l; 8 not too f riendly tOl1urd the United 
0t;Ut :..U ami. e:.xtr e . isly n a tiolla1i;;tic . (l·'or additional in­
fOn ii<.{0iol1 :;ae Confidential Blot raphic J.)ut~ ruport, 
l,ovGuoer 12 " 1948.; 
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