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EMBASSY OF THE' ":Y ... 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Am MAIL 

No. 1752 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Habans.. JWle 14. 1946 

Subjeot: Extradition prooeedings instituted 
against f'ormer President Batista 

;Z,:Lt::>:\·,\: · 
/) ... 

The Honorable .<;x.,r 
,The Seere~ary or State, (~~ilc hJ1' " 

Wa.shl.ngton , ' "c; ... ~./~ , «I ,. / ,.~ 
.F 37 vo I I·~· a.·{.J.,,7.ev ' " .IL" Sir: 

/" '-~' rAJ /,..,. (...j' 

pa tch IN~v~ t~'~~~r 2:~Aiitf.'·'~:1ife:n~~r:~a~:a-
Plans", as well as to other reports on the aoti"f1ties 
and oirolm1Stanoes of the erstwhile President or Cuba, 
and to state that the Grau Administration oontinues 
to do nerything within its power to disoourage hia 
return, its most reoent ertort being the institution 
or extradi tion prooeedings a.gainst him by the Admin­
istration appointed Supreme Court ~osecutor Ratael 
TREJO, to answer oharges ot mal.ersation and talsifi­
oation. These procee41Dcs were inatituted Just prior 
to the June 1 elections and were doubtless ooncei.ed 
principally ror internal political consumption, in 
view or the small likelihood ot suooessful acoOlllpllsh­
ment. It is not antioipat~d that this efrort will be 
seriously pressed, althollgh it may be re-exerted tram 
time to time ir the need, a s the Aut&ntiCoB see it, 
should arise. 

There can be little doubt that this maneu.er, 
however, was ettecti.e in hi~lighting the contrast to 
which the present Admipiatration has oontintailly 
pointed between the open and unaah..-d pillage at 
the f'ormer regime IUId the relatiYe high degree at 
honesty of' the present. That it had a telling et-
f'ect on Batista is e.ident tram the reapon .. it 
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bro ugh t :f'rom him, hia aari.oniou. and rather wild 
oounter-charges clearly ahowing that he _s woUDded 
to the quick. His statement, made in Well;t PallL aeaoh, ,~ 
that the institution at Buoh prooeedings Waa "ridiou- x 'D ~ 
lous and stupid" and that "the reoent eleotions were,', (/1 "­
the result of' a psyohologioal ol~ oreated by terl'0x-,.-9~ ......... 
and IlIOney" was in marked contra.t to his pre.ious r~ < 
strained and dignitied replies to his Aut'ntioo d~ 
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tractors. A translation at this stat ... nt asr.~i •• 
by the As sooiated Press and oarried in tAe 1'ue 7 1_ 
of El Mundo is enolosed tor the reoord. 

Batista's shteaent in JO.ud at •• 4.,s later, ..... 
on reports oonoerning Prell1dent Grall's .Ilppe.ed de.U" 
to seek re-eleotion in 1948, also ..... to r .. eal 
the former master is losing his touch aa4 wbat 
of his oonfidence. ThllS, for instance, hi. 
that it Grau tries to get re-eleoted "h. will 
against him in a re"olution together with the 
is not in the best style of his former lot 
what smugly oonfident more-BlnBe4i-llgEd~L.t-t~~~i.~ 
pronounoements. His reported tear 
soienoe must be .,ery troubled" oertainly re~!;~l'i!!J~ 
11 ttle ot • .ba t he must DOW to be the trlle 
President's mind nOW that he hae Just been 
ably endorsed by the CIlMn electorate at larp. 

When Batista turned o.,er th. rein. ot gO'''e,:J~''I4t.,t 
to Grau in Ootober 1944, he probab17 hlt, 
that the-apostle ot Cu'-n14ad" would .OOA ~.~:~~ 
mess ot things tbat the vied and pro.,. 
Cuban people .ould be oalled baok to resoue 
and restore order. With the oonstantly 1p·~~~S .... :~~ 
tiona that Cuba, oan do "ery •• 11 .itho 
must indeed tinally realize that except tor 
seen de"elop .. nt. his star .ill oontinue to 
long as Cuba maintain. aaything approximat1ng 
sent lenl of eoonomio prosperit;r a.lld po11tioal oc:riililc~lj.­
dation. 

Respeottul17 yours, 

~tt~~~ 
Chard d'Attaire. ad interim 

Enolosure ~<~\)\t() 
Transla.tlon ot reported .tat __ t b;r Ba tiata 

appearing in :1Ill 111"140, J'IUW 7. 1946. 

File 800 
Hantamat/_ 

OrigiDal and heotograph to Departaent 



Enolosure to de.patoh Ko. l;7'fi 
dated June 14, 19461 tr .. ,,. 
Embassy at Habana, cllba 

'!RANW,ATION 

Reported Statement by Batista appear­
ing in ~W!ndo. June 7 

Dr. Grau' s three. ts,whioh undoubtedly are of a 
politioal nature. inoreased during theeleotoral oam­
paign in order to favor his IlUpporters. The recent 
eleotions were the result ot a psyohological olfliate 
oreated by terror and mney. In less than one .;re'ar 
numerous murders have been oommitted without th.ori­
minals having been apprehended and without thB1,r be1D8 
repudiated by the Prellident of the Republio. The . 
national oapitol bas been stoned by gaags th,t t. 
ohiet exeoutive reoeived in the Palaoe to eDOo~ce. 
During the days immediately before and atter tae eleo­
tions the President publioly deolared to his ~upportera 
that he did not aoknowledge the Congress' autaorl'7. 
and warned that the 0 andidat. of tormer r.$~aaJlollld 
retire it they wished to proteot their 1n~r .• sts .. ~ " 
their lives. With his oomplianoe. candidat_ ot . ~!!L 
opposition and members of their tamlliea were 8IlJl97¥ 
in the streets. Aspirants to eleotive otttoes .'i'e . 
aooused as oonspirators. and others were st~)Ji'd or ( 
threatened with death. At the heisht ot t1ie .P:t!lUi­
oal oampaign an armed revolt was ill'fented, ot!.D\~ia 
and maohine gunll .. re tired 1J1 the Dlil1 tary n-"l_ 
and non-existent eoemies and landings w.re alle«i t. 

Grau. the vflr7 proteotor ot orill1ul ganas, 
threatens a reorganization or the Judioiar7 to ann07 
and dominate the judges. and deolared at the aalli 
time that it I returned to CUba he would se. lIle to 
jail. at the lI .. e 101m. stating that there are libtil'­
ties and guarant.es in the oountry. 

In this evil atmosphere darkened b7 blood _4 
irresponaibllit7 IIILDT I118.de a deal with tile oppre .. or 
on the spoto. The Gover .. nt won I!lI was expeot_:d. .'fIhe 
loser. butened to reciopue tlleir dereat bllt t .ilO.e 
in powar hne contiaued t.II.elr 1J1sw. t.. The7 .. ~. iiot 
yet wished to reoopise 'A7 jrother'lI 'fiotor7 'Wi1'. -h 
they oould not den-r the peoPle. ..4 the a~",!t~!. 
oontin •• to be atained witillUoo4 whioh toll. PU ao'e 
iteeU s)latters. 

In tile .eanwhlle the ",llty ailuM aIl4 t.'t,. i_lll' 
amile at tale ohlet in.tic.tor is tile oAl,. law jJn" i~i' 

Now this ri41elllo •• aD4.tupid toOl1~!I!~ . Q:t ... 1;h. 
prooeedinp appears. It is perteot17apJiU_twB:i.t1!.t 
is all altollt. '. 
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