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STATES f:.JU:.ED FOHCES TO PHH'l'ICIPi~'l'E IN THE CELEBRATIOI~. 
OF THE l"Ifl.ST CENTENNI;\1 OF THE CUB;,N FLAG. 

There is enclosed, in translation, a copy of note No. 652 
dated Larch 14, 1950 from the Cuban I•iinister of State extend
ing on behalf of his Government an invitation to the United 
States to send representatives of the Armed F'orces to partici
pate in the celebration of the First Centennial of the Cuban 
Flag. There is also enclosed a copy of the Embassy's note 
No. 211 of r•Iarch 23, 1950 acknowledging receipt of the invita
tion. 

j 

The celebrat ion is to take place in the city of C~rdenas 
on I':ay 19 and 20. 'fhe Embassy as yet is not informed as to 
the exact program for those days, but much publicity is al- 00 
ready being given to the event and it is evident that the CJ4 
Cubans intend to make it an outstanding occasion. '"" 

In vi ew of the importance of the celebration to Cuba, 
it is recommended that representatives from the Army, Navy 
an d idr forces be designated to represent the United States 
at the ceremony. The Senior Military Attach~ is in accord 
with this recommendation. 

For the Ambassador: 

CO. ~. Q?_:=J\t ... ~/.____ . 
C~e Elbri~ ·-- ' 

Counselor of Embassy 

Enclosures: : 
l. Trans1~tion of Ministry's note 

No. 652 of March 14, 1950. 
2 . Copy of Embassy's note No. 211 

of March 23 , 1950. 

HAHoyt/dts 
3/23/IJD 
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~-:x' o J~mbassador: 

Enclosure No . 1 to Habana 's 677 

Habana , March 14, 1950 

I have the honor to address Your Excellency for the pur
pose of ~dvising you that inasmuch as 100 years have elapsed 
since the creation of our national flag which was raised for 
the first time on our l and by the heroic forces of Narciso 
Lopez, the Government and people of Cuba have .'wished to 
commemorate this outstanding event in the history of our 
nation by celebrating th~ Fi~st Cen~ennial of the Cuban Flag. 

Among the events that wilLtake place are those to be 
held in the City of Cardenas, the place cha.;en to enjoy the 
f ir.st display of our flag, on 1\Iay 19th and 20th of this year, 
and my Government would be very pleased and proud to have 
there a representation of the Armed Forces of your nation, 
participating with us in this celebration. 

-
At the same time I am pleased to advise you that the 

reason that has moved my Government to invite Your Excellency's 
Government, through your valued medium, aside from the mutual 
sympathy and understanding that has a lways existed between the 
two countries , is the fact of the valuable cooperation and 
aid which your country gave to the expedition of Narciso 
L6pez. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your 
Zxcellency the assurances of my hig~est consideration. 

His Excel;Lency 
.- Hobert Butler, 

Ambas sador 
of the 

Trans:J_ated:llg 
Copied:dts 

I 
Ernesto Dihigo 

Extraordina ry and Plenipo£~nti~ry 
United States of 

Habana. 
,. 
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No . 211 Ha bana, ~,·.iarch 23, 1950 

Excellency: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note No . 652 of March 14, 1950 extending 
on behalf of the Go~ernment of Cuba an invitation for 
represent a tives of the Armed Forces of my Government to 
participate in the celebration of the First Centennial 
of the Cuban Flag to be held in the city of Cardenas on 
T•~ay 19 and 20 . 

l v.Jish to thank Your \Excellency for this kind in
vitation and for the reference made to the historical 
part played by the United States in the events connected 
vJith the expedit,ion of the Cuban hero Narciso Lopez o I 

.-am pleased to inform Your Excellency that I have today 
transmit, ted the in vi tat ion to the n·epartment .. of State. 

Please accept, Excellency, the renev1ed assurances 
of my highest consideration. 

His 3xcellency 
Dr . Ernesto Dihigo , 

Minister 9f State, 
Habana. 

Hftl-loyt/ dts 
Copied: dts 

(Robert Butler) 
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The ~:ecretary of Utate transmits for epnropr1ate 
act 1on by the ~3ecretary of Defense a. copy of a 
despatch from the American Embassy in Habana, Cuba, 
<.:1 th · .. 1hich ie enclosed translation of a note from 
the Cuban N1n1ster of :Jtate extending on behalf of 
his Government an 1nv1 ta. t1on to the United Ste.tes to 
sencl re1,1resentD.t

1
i1ven of the Armed F'orces to partie!-; 

~ate in the celebrG.tion of the first centennial of 
tr.e GuhE\.n flag. 

I 
'I' he 1.1ecretary of ;:.tate 1o of the v 1e1,., tl".a t, it 

convenient to the Department of De:fense ,· such repre
eentation 1-:ould assiet in the !n"omot1on of friendly 
reln. Gions beti·Jeen the unl ted state e and the Rer.>ublic · 
of Cube ... 

The reply of the Decretary of Defense will be 
n.pnreciuted for transmittal to the Cuban Minister of 
';.·ceo. te. 

EncloE:ure: 

' .. '·\ 
' ' 1 

~ep~atch 677 from 
Habe.na cla ted 
Ha.rch 24, 1950.: ~' · 
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SJ::CtmiT!: ,J.ESTUCTE;) PRIORITY: ;\.II1 POUCH 
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' I ! TO : D.2:PA.RTI.:EI·IT OF ..:iTATE 

F'P.Q;,; : HABANA 796, April 5, 1950 

$37.424/4-550 
XR 711.5837 

-----1J1...-58J.l._ 
2 Enclosures 

24 
RECD 

APR 7 

a.EF : z..:.!)ASSY 1 S DSSPATCH l-!0. 677, l.Iarch 2h, 19$0 · ·-- ' .. - !ACTI~ /' 
; J..ilC 
! 
I . SUl3JECT: FIHST c::;HT.EKNI AL OF CUBiti~ FLAG; IlNITATIQl•J TO t.JNITEP su\T~S ~ .:: 

TO P/L:l.TIGIPA.TE 
V >J· mPO 

;_,, _ ·_. ,. .. , DCR , , 

:,'fith reference-.t;--ti1e. &ltbassyrs ··aesT1atch ·cited: aboif~, -: __ tn~~~ - ~Ee:~~~¥c~o~ed ;JLPR i 
2. copy and translatJ.on of note No. 798 of :t.rarch 31, 1950, from the Cuban Acting 
l.:inister of State e:xpandins_ upon a previous note invitin8 United States par- dn 
ticipation in the First Centennial of the Cuban Flag, which is to take place 
next month. 

It will be noted that the Cuban Government invites the participation of 
units of the United States ~!avy in the "historic peregrination11 conunemorative 
of the ~!arciso L:Spez expedition of 1G50. The Cuban Cbvernment apparently 
hopes that American Naval lUlits will join Cuban Nava l vessels v·Jhich will visit 
the port of Hew Orleans on lftay 9 and will depart therefrom on May 11 for 
Prot.;reso, Yucatan, where the. comhined forces will be joined by a Mexican 
lJava.l unit and proceed to the p()rt of Cardenas, stopping at the Islas 11ujeres 
en route. It is expected that fth~ .sh:i.ps taking part in this "per egrination" 
will arrive in Cardenas on the n1orriib.g Of Hay 19 where . they will be received 
by the President of the Republic. 

Another aspect of this First Centennial of the Cuban Flag vall be an 
inter-American military review which will take place in Habana on 1fay 20 
when it is hoped that United States forces and warship~ •<~ill be present. 
The Cuban note makes no mentiop of the nature or size of the American repre
sentation v~hich is e:>q}ecte.d to take part in these events and it is hoped that 
the Naval Attache of the Embassy v1il1 be able to obtain further detalls . 
shortly. 

In view of the elaborate preparations which 
inc for this_ celebration, the Embassy believes. 
appropriate for the United States .~.X. to l:fe r 
Because of the shortness of time J.t .J.s reqJes 
the &nbo.ssy of its deciSion in the . .r'natter e,··.-._-.·•··•·,:;;.~.;,:;:;;1;,+1Ari!i;·~o-:;:\4A';~:~·i: l41'';':; 

Enclosures: 
1. Copy of note from Cuban 

Minister of State, 
March 31, 1950; 

2 . Translation. 

CBElbrick/rnk 

I 
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i:INI.STEUO DE ESTADO La Habana, 31 de marzo de 1950 
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Senor Embajador: 

--- -- ---Tengo --el- -hGn0r---de-dicigil:'nl.§._11uevament~ a Vuestra E.xcelencia, en relacion 
con los festejos que celebraremos en Cardenas-"Jr-La Haoan.a~ ·-c::rh-.m.otivo de-cum----- - ·
plirse el Primer Centenario de la Bandera ··' de Cuba. 

&1 mi not~ anterior le manifeste los deseos de nu Gobierno de que el de 
Vuestra Excelencia enviara una representacion de sus Fuerzas Armadas a fin de 
participar junto con nosotros en los actos' que se efecturan los dias 19 y 20 
de mayo proximo. 

Al reiterarle los deseos de mi Gobierno de contar con la cooperaci6n de 
vuestra Patria en actos de ~an gran signifiqacion para Cuba, y como ampliaci6n 
de nuestra nota de 14 de los corrientes, debo participar a Vuestra Excelencia 
que dichos actos estan divididos en dos partes: Peregrinacion Historica Con
memorativa de la Expedici5n Lopez en 1850 y Revista 1~ilitar Inter
americana. 

1<::. Peregrinacion IIist6rica Conmemorativa se iniciara el di.a 7 de mayo, 
zarpando d·3l Puerto de La Habana las Unidades Na.vales Cubanas/ que conduciran· 
Fuerzas de Desembarco, una Compafiia del Ejercito liacional, la C:::>mision Oficial 
dtsl '}obierno de Cuba y la Delegaci6n designada por la Comisi6n Interamericana 
Or:::;a!1i7.adora del Primer Centenario de la Bandera de Cuba. 

El Escuadr6n Naval Cubano llegara al Puerto de l·Jueva 
r:\ediodia del cl.ia 9 de mayo, permaneciendo en dicho Puerto 
zo:.r9aran antes de la. puesta del Sol. 

Durante el t~ie.mJ)O de oormanencia en 
Ciudc.H1 la Comisi6n OficialJla Corili.si6n 
7uerzas Liilitares y Ha.vales y lei. 
.~:t.'i!J3.das de la nepubliqa. . 

Al za.rpa:c el Escuadron 
•:k, Guerra i.J orteamericanos, con 
del C;.::.>bierno de los Est~dos 

. r 
21 din. 13 de mayo 

r~epublica de 1Ihlco, los 
de l'Zueva Orleans. Las 
mente con las 

Al EX.celentisimo 
Embajador .,.. ...... -.-.·T·~ 
de Zstados 
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Habana 796 

a J.:eridO!. , donde tendr an lue~~ los f estejos en honor de nuestra bandera • 
.... / / 

T<m·.Jn:tdos los aetas ~~ue tendran lu~ar en l.reridu, l as Fuerzas Uilitares y 
b s Co!:lisiones Oficiales Cubanas y tbrteaneric:.::nas r·ec;r esaran al Puerto de 
F1·ocreso, de donde zarparan los buques de runbas lJaciones, conjuntamente con un 
2scuadron Na val l.~eyJ..~ano, ·:1ue colHlucira __ l as Fuerzas l.:ilitares y l a Comisi6n 
Ofi cial de 1. :-~xico. 0 
.. ··· ---------·-·· · - -- --------· 

---------------------·---~ .. --.. . - - ------- - -·. ----

La .Sscuach~a intee;rada por bu-:1ues de las tres Na q,ionas, hara escala en el 
l '.l:;ar de I .slas i~uj eres, donde realiz6 sus UlUJ!las practica s militares Narciso 
Lopez , desembarcando comisionados de los tres pai ses I)aru. develar un pequeno 
ruonolitico c1ue Cuba erigira como recuerdo del trascendenta l acontecimiento 
historico interan:ericano que alli tuvo lu2ar. 

Seguida.mente los t uques de los tres pai ses, con todas las Fuerzas Armadas 
y las C,:)m.isiones oficiales c1ue conducen zarparan rumba a Cardenas, en cuyo 
Puerto en traran a las ocho de la ma.iiana del eli a 19 de mayo para ser recibidos 
por el Hon::>rable sen::>r Presidente de la Republica. 

La Ilevista 1alitar Intera.mericana - que c::>mplementa y cierra los festej::>s 
i nterrunerican::>s del Centenarioc·::;ge la Bandera, pero c1ue debe realizarse por 
separado de l a Peregrino.cion -'-:c£~rid.ra-£efecto en La Habana, el 'dia 20 de .mayo, 
yen l a misma participaran FuerzasNa:Vales y Eilitares de los ~aises, que para 
honr ar a: nuestra.bandera con motiv::> de su Primer Centenario, env!en sus buques 
de c uerra a nuestro · Puerto en l os dia s c::>mprendidos entre el 18 y el 22 de 
dicho mes de mayo. 

Al rei t er arle, una .vez Inas, la invi tacion de mi. Gobierno al de Vuestra 
i:!:xcelencia, para c~ue nos honre con su cooper a ci6n en la Per ee;i:.inacion Historica 
Conmemorativa y la Revista 1-:iili tar Interamericana , c1ue en hon::>r 
Dandera tendran efecto el proximo mes de mayo, concurriend::> con 
Navales y J1:ilitares de vuestro Pais, asimismo 
de su Gobierno los autorizaci::>!ies ·-- ---------=----~~T"~--_,,,,,:.--:~"':-,:~--n .La .-- .... ., 

~~;~~~-·-"';·~-~:~,~-.. ~~~~~--bar car y estar la en 
._., .. ___ "':G;'"'-"'"'"'-~---···-: .. ·--,-~~~@::' 

Apr::>vecho 
de mi mas alta 

I 

.. 
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Havana, :March .31, 1950 

l.ir. 1\.rn1;as sador: 
-;=: 

I ha ve the honor to address Your Excellency a;_;ain with regard to the 
f estivities we :will.-l1old . at-C.:u~d.;,nas-.. a.nd---R3.v.nna-in-cele.b~ation..-oi'--the- Firs.t ____ -··· .... __ ···---
Centenary of the Cuban Flag. 

L'1 my previous note ·I stated rrry Government 1 s ·wish to have Your Excellency 
send f ! r epresenta tion of your armed forces to take part •~ith us in the f estivi
ties ;·Jhi ch will be held on next l.::Uy 19th and 2oth. 

In r epeating the wish of mY Cbvernment of counting on your country's 
eoopsr :t.ti.:>n in acts of so H1uch significance to- Cuba and i mplementing our note 

, of the lL~th instant, I should advise Your Excellency that said acts are 
divided into 7 t'No parts: A Historical Pilgrimage t o Co~emorate the Expedi
t ion of I·;arcisco Lope~ -i-t'l 1850 and an Int~r-American Military Revier'J. 

i J . . _1- \ 

The Historical Commemor~ti~ef'ilgrimage will start out on Eay 7th, Cuban 
naval vessels J:eaving the port ofl'ti;jan:a carrying landing forces, a Company 
of the Army, the Of ficia-r-comrnissi5n of the Cuba.r). ,Government and the delega
tion appointed by the Inter-American Commission Organizing the First Cen- · 
tenary of the Cuban Flag. 

The Cuban naval squadron will reach Nev1 Orleans around noon on May 9th 
:md ,.Jill remain at that port until the llth when it will sail ;:. just before sunset, 

\ .. ':c: : .. · :::. 

During the time that the squadron remains in New Orleans, th~: Official 
C~dHtission, the Inter-AnlGrican Centena ry Cor.uuission, the Anny and Na .. ·.···. .. . .. · 
.:1nd the be.nd of music designated by the armed . forces of.) the Republic w 
embark. · ··· .. 

~ihen the Cuban naval ~{<uadrOh sails oh'i •· .. ·.·.··: .. :, ... , ...... ....... . 
iw:H:; r ican -::a rships with landing forces . and ..• 
l.Jni ted States Government and_. of the City ·i2;·~ Jl:r2Li/7r'\'Z:'i'!it:'l: 

On l::a.y lJtfi in the afternooni-the .. 
Orleans \~ill reach the Port of P1~6gr~§5 
forces traveling .on thes_.a_y~ssels, ······ 

.hoth countries, will disembark and 
·in honor of our flag. .i/' 

;·,'hen the festiviti,e:F:£r 
commissions of Cuba_ aria · ·· 
from -.-1hich the vessels 

{" . 
Ha v<:1.l !tiuadron which -

.. · · · r · r:;oJrurti s s i~n. 
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T!te f l•::et J:·t.ade ur• ::n"' vess els of t he three cl~!. tLms Vlill 3top off a t L:la.s 
: ·ujc.:ru.s , · ;·,er e l ~:li·.:::iso L5; ' ·::7 ciid his final t.l~, i. 1iu~ , COLu.1.Lssbns of t,;1e t hree 
c::.:·un ::.ries L:.1ldin~ f:n· the purr:o:>c of wweiling a s mall Non.wnent •:1hich Cuba 
;;i ll er <:oct as a :<teJ;l:>i.' i a l t o t he ver y impor tant int.:n·-Ai.1crica.n historical event 
· ·hich took plc.c.:: t.:1e re. 

Thsr<::upor: t he v·::;ssels of the t hre·.::; .. c.owl tries , ":lith all the armed forces 
· e..nd ·t he -of ficia-l · ~.:oJnrtti5sions __ they ..c.~rr:Y-.J:Lil:L ~<d.:l - ~or.- Cardena s, n.t ':nich port 
t he;;.' ,.1ill enter at eight o 1 clock on t he mornin,::; of t he · 19t rl of t:ay in . order to 
;)e r .:;e eivec 1Jy t he Presid(·mt o.f the J.epublic. 

The Inter-.\mcric8.n :.Iilitary J.evievJ - ·which s uppl e.ments and closes the 
int -c: r-~\Hterican f Gs tivities o;: the Centenary af the Flag, but ;·1hich will be 
held a:)art f:com the Pilu;rima .. ge - Tiill be held in Havc.na on i~~ay 20th, and mili
t ary D.nd ilil Val .fotces ::>f the countries tha t send their battleships to our port 
beb1een Lay 18th arid 22~d __ v1ill take part ir. order to honor our flag on its 
:Cirst Centenary. 

In renewing once aga in to Your Excellency my Govel"l1!!lent 1 s invitation to 
honor us- \'tith your cooperatioriEOn yhe Historical Commem,9rative Pilgrimage and 
the Inter-American J,~ilitary Heview which 1'lill be held in honor of our flag· 
next 1\iay, by taking part ·with military and naval forces of your country, I 

· like-;~ise beg Your E...':cellency .to request from your Government the necessary 
psrmits and authorizations for la.ndine there and so that the expedition may 
s~journ on your country' s land. 

I avall r.:1ys elf of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the 
nssurance of my highest consideratioi1. 

-;~ · 

Trar;.sla ted: IJJJ·onzalez 

I' ---' .. 

RAUL RUIZ 

f . ' 

r 
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ACTION 
is assigned to 

fi4itt OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

W A SHING"T;q!'l 2~~ Q , C. · 

.~ F-
Dear Mr. · Secreta.ry: . ~ 

/ ;' 

i I refer to the Department of Sta.te 1 s communication of 4 April 
1950, transmitting an invitation from the Cuban Minister of State 
for United States Armed Forces representatives to participate in 
celebrating the First Centennial of the Cuban Flag, scheduled to 
take place in the 01 ty of Cardenas, 19 and 20 l.fa.y 1950. 

I 

! 

Owing to a conflict between this celebration and the observance 
of United States Armed Forces Day on 20 May, Defense Department rep
resentation at this celebration will necessarily be soaewhat curtailed. 
However, Brigadier General E. L. Sibert, Commander U. S. Army Forces 
Antilles, Fort Brooke, San Juan, Puerto Rico, is available to visit 
Cardenas and Havana on 20 May, as the senior Service representative. 
It is contemplated that he will proceed directly to Cardenas from 
San Juan. The Department of Defense requests that final arrangements 
for General Sibert 1 s visit be consummated thro~the A;my attache 
of the U. S..~----~~~-~~.Z ... ~P. .. :aav.:pa. · I suggest, in this connection, -that 
Mrs ~ ·· sr'b6rt shoul.d be invited to attend the ceremonies if this is 
acce:Pt~lii~·- t-;- the-Cuban .. GOvemm.ent·: ·-··-··-· ... .. .. ·· -·- ... ·- · ··· ........ ....... _ 

The Department of the Navy has authorized the Commander-in-Chief, 
Atlantic Fleet, to dispatch the destroyer escort 1Maloy" to theee 
ceremonies. This vessel will accompany the Cuban naval squadron 
sailing from New Orleans on 11 May and pay courtesy calls at Progresso 
and Islas Mujeres, Mexico. prior to arrival in Cardenas on 19 May. 
The Naval attache in Havana is in direct contact with the Command~
in-Chief, Atlantic Fleet, with reference to details of this cruis~ · ~~: 

The above arrangements have been communicated informally to -~ ~ 
l-ir. De ave mine of the Oube.n Desk. The Secretary of Defense hopes ~ 

' '-' . that they will assist in the promotion of friendly- relations betw9.1Dl 
the United States and the Republic of Cuba on the occasion of this 
celebration. 

r Sincerely iours. 

'l / 1 '~ { ~' ' 
··'- . ..-.. .. · ... · ··-

The Honorable 

The Secretary of State 

~· J 
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;..;y '. eDr ~'\r. Jecretary: 

... 'he· receipt in ae k.no·:,1ledv.ed of ::·Emeral ,, , l ~.,' ~ 

made 
letter of Hay 10, 1950 1nfdrrb1ng ·the · ·Department of . arrangement·s 

by_ ·tne Department of Defe~ ;·or r epr.esen ti:J. ~>_ion of the .. 
...:n.1. lieo ._,._a~et-J .-. rmeu F'orces at the ceremonies commemo- · 
ra tin~:· .tl 'e Fl't' r:. t Cent nnial of thc:: Gubr:.n F'lag ,in t;he 

."' 
:• ~ I 

Ji~L. 

ci~:le s of' --Carderiaif ··. ·· .i}a:l)nna on ray 19 Hnd 20, 1950. 

Lhe . 
arrant;eme ···. · 
:· .;:~nior . ·· 

< General Allen's letter, 
·· ··· y notified of .. thee• 
at Habana #aB advised. The 

understood to,. 
S1b@rt con-

(X) 
01 . 
...... 
• 



In reply refer to 
MID 8~7.424/5-1050 

~Y dear Mr. Secretary: 

lhe receipt is a.ck.nO'tllledged l·i.e.jor i'}eneral Allen' a 
letter ,or Hay 10, 1950 advising f ar,·angements made by 
the Defense Denartfuent for sentat1on ot the United 
':; ta. tee Armed l"orc.e ~ . at the , . emol;l1~ e . c.Qminemo~a ·t~ng the 
:;- irst CentenniRl o'r t}:le C'u · F'lae in the c1t1c s · ot · 
Carclena ·· · ri.d );fay 9 and. 20 , 1950 • . 

above-mentioned letter, the 
v~:Jrma..Lo:.LY not if 1ea o'f these arrange- 1 

· s . advi-sed. 1'he Senior 
~1.:;';;;':};:.:;'';.;.;;;·;;; ·':::~··";;;..::;,; .. ··: .. · rehuested to make 

1 bert '9 oncerning the 
· ''"''~:;;::;: ...... .:. ·... . .. ·.. c onc~rn1ng 



INCOMING TELEGRAM ACTION COPY 

12 
Action 
IE 

Info p 
ARA 
DCR 

FROM. t./,. t":,., .. · .. .r;.~=: ... . ·l =~., .. ~c. 

TO: Secretary of State 

No.. ,..,. :· -~- "'h····· ~· !:; ~ . .. • · .9 ~ A<~·.,i .t.t:. ·~,J o 

f'lt=~aa~ t~.dv le;~ _ -~.f Vt):l {';"'J Gt·L·:'-r-ying any ~pecial :1:,at;$r.i~1 r_!:.:)ffic~ 
m.emo.r.~. t :Lng e: 11;n,.~r· cuban F .. L-s.g Al:Ull :tv~r1~ a.ry o~;; 19th <:·.r." (~ '11:,;:;..r., 
Tndepe.n-1eno~ Day •.m ~~Cit,h o 

PERMANENT 
R£,CDRD COPY 



FOREIGN SERVICE O F THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

SECURITY : UNCLASSIFIED W1RESTRIC TED 
SEC>fiON 

TO : Dcpnrtrncnt of St:lt<' 

~oM : HABANA 1171 May 22 , 1950 

REF : 

PRIORITY : AIR POUCH 

837.424/5-2250 
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for D<l" · 
u~e only . 
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SUBJECT : CUBAN INDEPENDENCE DAY CEREMONIES 

The Independence Day ceremonies were of special 
significance this year inasmuch as they coincided with 
the centennial of the present Cuban flag which was first 
raised at C~rdenas in 1850 by Cuban General Narciso LOPEZ. 

A special ceremony, wherein the United States was 
represented by Brigadier General Edwin L. Sibert, Cornman~ 
ing General of the United States Army Forces Antilles, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, and the Service Attach~s from this Em
bassy, took place at Cardenas on May 19. Naval vessels 
from the United States (the U SS MALOY) and ~Iexico (the 
"Comodoro David PORTER" and the "Cadete Virgilio URIBE"), 
which, with Cuban war vessel; had previously gone ov~r the 
same route taken from New Orleans by General Narciso Lopez 
in 1850, anchored at C~rdenas Bay for the ceremonies. A 
detachment of sailors from the MALOY also took part in a 
parade which was held in the City of C~rdenas. 

The ceremonies at Habana on May 20 marked the culmin
ation of Cuban Flag Centennial Week and included a parade 
wherein a detachment of sailors from the MALOY again par
ticipatedQ 

In a speech a-t C~.rdenas President PRIO declared that 
the people of Cuba could expect exemplary conduct from their 
President. He followed this up in his speech at Habana on 
May 20 with a p~omise to banish ·graft and dishonesty from 
Cuban public life. He stated he would endeavor to accom
plish this before the end of his administration and to make 
it impossible for his successors to restore the gra~t sys
tem which has plagued Cuban politics for somanyyears. 

r 

' 
Participati-on of the United States in' th.e Flag <and. In-

dependence Day ceremonies was deeply appreCiated by the ;· . 
Cuban Goverrunent and people. The Americani sailors >partici- ~·,.: 
pating ii:l the parades at C!rdenas and Habciria made ari }ex;;;o · '··· 
cellent impression and were enthusiastically applauded as .. 
they rendered honors to the Cuban flag. > · .. · ... · :,:, 

ETCrain/elw 
May 22, 1950 

. . . . . : . ; ~.': .: .. ·.:· .:.·:·~·:::.·.· · ... . 
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UNCLASSIFIED 2. Habana 1171 

_ friar to the holding of the ceremonies on May 20, the 
Embassy was informed by the Department that Navy intelligence 
reports indicated that anti-United States demonstrations were 
being planned in CArdenas on May 19 and in Habana on May 
20 to coincide with the participation of United States naval 
personnel in the celebrations. Investigation by the Embassy 
revealed that the Government had taken the necessary pre
cautionary measures and was alert to the possibility of 
such demonstrations. Fortunately, no incidents of this 
kind occurred either at C~rdenas or at Habana. A Communist 
youth demonstration scheduled for 10:00 A.M. in Central 
Park, Habana (where the Independence Day parade was to pass) 
did not take place, a permit for the meeting having been 
denied by the local authorities. 

For the Ambassador: 

Earl T. Crain, 
First Secretary of Embassyo 

:-
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FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

SECURITY : UNCLAS~IFI~D PRIORITY: AIH. FUUCH 

TO : 

FROM : 

REF: 

SUBJECT : 

837 .. 424/6-14;<> 

Encl. 2 ~J~·-< 
Department of State 

1346 June 14, 1950 

Habana's 677 harch 24, 1950 

'l'here is enclosed a copy, with translation, of note 
ho. C-1.106 from the 1-.inistry of Jtate expressing the ap
preciation of the Goverrunent and the people of Cuba fo~ 
t.he participation and cooperation of ;the United States Navy 
in the celebration of:the one hundredth anniversary of the 

:raising of the Cuban Flag. 
' i 

It will be recalled that the United St'!ites destroyer 

R 
E 

8 
For Dept. 
use only. 

c June 
D 16 
A 

ce 

escort U.S.S. MALOY joined with Cuban and Mexican naval , · 
units to follow the course of the Cuban hero Narciso Lop~z 
from l~ei'V Orle.§.ps tC>iCA~§enas, Cuba. Personnel of the ship 
participated in the f~,.§i\?•~'\J"~~~~,s at Cardenas. and at Habana 
on f.,ay 19 and·i···20. In <~(:iq?5~ .. ~g~ ~() tl1e. participatign of t .he 
l~:avy, the United States ~rrJie(i Forces we.re represezited on 
the occasion by Brigadier General .. Edwin 1. SIBERT, .. Commander 
of United States Army Forces Antilles San Juan, Puerto 
Hico. . 

For 

r, 

l ~-

l.L: 

c:. 



ULCLAS:3IFI£D 

Rc~ublica de Cuba 
~ i~isterio de Estado 

C-1.106 

Sei1or Embajador: 

l. Encl. l Habana 1346 6/14/50 

(COPY) 

La Habana, Junia 6 de 1950 . 

Tengo · cl honor de dirigirme a Vuestra Excelencia para 
dar cumplimiento al grato deber de· expresar, a nombre del 
Gobierno de Cuba, y·por conducto de Vuestra Excelencia, al 
Gobierno de los i~stados Unidos de £un~rica, el s entido agra
decimiento del Gobierno y pueblo cubanos con motive de la 
solidaria y noble coope~aci6n prestada por la karina de 
Guerra norteamericana a las fiest~s_que tuvieron lugar · en 
la ciudad de Cardenas, con objeto de conmemorar el Centena
rio de la nandera cubaria. 

La actitud especi~~Jp.entearrdstosa del GO'bierno de 
Vuestra Excel en cia ha s':Ld67"); ~.t)' ; e ste case, una estimulante 
reafirmaci6n de la cordialidad · y buen entendimiento que 
tan estrechamente vinculan nuestros do~ pueblos. 

Reitero a Vuestra E~~celencia el testimonio de mi mas 
alta y distinguida ·consideraci6n, 

/s/ Ernesto tiihigo 

A Sn Excelencia el senor Robert• Butler, 
Embajador - de los Est ;;:;dos Unidos. 

La Habanao 



·.· \ ;_-. 

UNCLASJIFIED 

Repub1jc of Cuba · 
l·.inistry of State 

C-1.106 

l-.r. Ambassador: _ 

1. Encl. 2 Habana 1346 6/14/ 50 

( 1'11Ai'~SLATIUI-i ) 

Jtabana, June 6, 1950 

I have the honor to a ddress Your ;~xc e11ency to comply 
with t he pleasant duty of expressing , in the name of the 
Cuban Governi:ilent, and througJh Your Excellency, the heart-
felt thanks of the Cuban Government and people for the soli
darity and noble cooperationrendered by the United States 
J:IJavy in the festivities;~ vlhichvtook place in t he City of 
Cardenas for the purpose of .X cohunemorating the one hundredth r 
anniversary ·of the Cuban flag;. · 

The · 
Government . 
tion of the 
binds· our 

est esteem. 

His 

Excellency's 
reaffirma

closely 



In reply refer to 
MID 837.424/6-1450 

The Secretary of ri ta.te transmits to the Secretary 
of the ~avy a cony of dea~atoh No. 1346 of June 14, 1950 
from the ·~:mbasey a t Haba na, encloBing OOT>Y and translation 
of a note receiv~d from the Cuban M1n1etry of State, 
exnressing the annrec1at1on of the Government a ncl :>eople 
or · Cuba for the i\!lrt1ci·.::>at1on and coonerat1on of the 
Un1 ted States Havy in t he celebra t1on '· of t he one hundredth 
anniversary of th~ Cuban flag. 

·:~nolo &ure: 
. Despatch No. 1346 

from Embassy, Habnna, 
dated June 14, 1950. 
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