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©oosx I have the honor to report that El Mundo on Septeme
%3 ber 15, 1948 carrled a United Press despatch from
Medlson, Wisconsin, dated September 1k, indlcating that .
+ Professor Willlam STOKES, member of the faculty of .
" .XJ\political science .of the University.of Wigsconsin, had-
b qﬁ told members of the Civic Club of Hsconsio in an address
L theét American jndustrial snterprises in Zuba were favoring
QQ“ the establishment of & dictatorshir in Cuba.
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: The article indicates that Stokes had jast returned
. from Cuba where he has been studying the government of
Cuba during the summer. He 1s guoted as saylog that
Americans condone the corruption in Caba, consider Cubans
: . . inferior, and "from day to day Americans corrupt Cubans
: with shaﬁy practices.” He is also quobed as saying that
, he knew wealthy industrlalistsz in Cubs who preferrsd dic-
e tatorship to dsmocracy.
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"Professor Stokes first came to the meassy s attention
this summer when he communicated with the Public Affalrs
: officer on August 18, 1948 and asked for asslistance in
obtalning an 1nterview with President Gran, At that time
‘- he sald he was on leave from the University of Wisconsin
e §\ Y}Bt&dying electoral processes of Cuba, and that he had -inter-
- viewsed the heads of the various politicasl parties in Cuba,
s . (\ He was recommended %o the Public Affalirs officer by Dr.
! n, Herminio PORTELL 7114, professor of history at the Univer-
4 aity of Habana and dlrector of the Cuban Nc th Amﬁrican _
Cultural Institute. : S

It had been noted, however, that Stokes., whose full
name appears to be Willlam Sylvane Stokes, 'wd a guest
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carfl ab itle swscican Club, giviﬁg his home address as
743 Universlty Avenue, Lhﬂison, Wisconsin, Allegedly
e was born February 21 1916 in Wileox, Arizona. Hes
is married and gives as "nis clubs and affiliations -
the University Club, Memorisl Union, American Folitiesl
Seience ﬁssocia%ion, American Society of Interpational
Law, Foreign Policy Assoclation and Pl Sigma Alpha. -Sus-
picion was aroused at the American Club because le had
‘been’ seen lunching there meveral times with prominent
‘Cuban politicos, including the President of the Communist
‘Partido Sacialista Popuiar (PSP}, Dr. Juan MARINBLLO, It
Was determined st that bime that Stokes had spent several
gsgra recently. travelllag in Central ﬁﬁﬁrica, Mexico and
u e . . v .

_ The Emhaasy 8 files fuﬁther indicate that ome William
.8, Stokes, Ph,D. ; ipstructor in political sclence at
Northwastern University, had written the Embassy in April
1944 asklng Tor copies of the Constitution of Cuba, elec-
toral law and laws relating to the judiclary system and
"its procedurss, allegibg that he needed this material
in conpectlon with a course he was giving in government
and politics of Latin Amsrlca. - g

. Although Willlem KREHM, who, it -is undsersteod, is
well kpown to the Deparitment, uses the alias William

. Btokey, 1t seoms quite clear that he iz mot one snd the -
saaa person ag the Professor Stokes who ?lSltéd Hﬁbanaa

: ?rofessor Stokes was probably gullty of mzsznterpreting e
. thé sentiment among those American businessmen in Habana
whom he mizht have met at the American Club. Very few
American businessmen in Cuba really favor dietatorship
.as a political method of government., However, the lack of
‘respect for iaw and order, gangsterisum, lawleasness, in-
efficlency of thé Government and difficulty of doing busi- :
- ness in .Cuba make many businessmen, both American and Cuban, : e
long for "%j}re respbénsible zovernment., . Professor Stokes!
- error is pnot so muchin incorreetly reporbing as it is in
Jalling to lnverpiret whaet he héard, lesplte the Invitation
sxtan&ed to Professor Stokes by two officers of the Embassy
to visit the Embaszy and discuss hiff work ian Cims, he aid .
. not call at the Embassy or talk with any Zmbasc- -fficlals,

‘Regpectfully yours,
For the Chargé d*Affaires., .1.:
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