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: SubJectt Posaibls Cuban F&rticig&ticn in Arms ﬁovemﬁnw"”# » ’:%?ag
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f&g’ggg in CGaribbean.

égrgo ‘The Honorable
FO The Secretery of State,
PR ¥aehington.

E}éﬁ Sire

HAVY I have the hopor to refer 10 s memorandum of conversation ¢f
CIA January 8, 1948, eabtitled "Alleged Venezuelan eitian Tovolvenent
‘ in Revolutlonary Activitlen agsinst Dominican Hepubllic®, recelived on
OwOmp  January 22 from the Divielon of Caribbean Affaire with.s transmittiel
. giip aatad. January 14, 1948 requesting the mbassy 8 conments.

Tho memoxandum of conversstion snd the notes from ths Domimican
« @ew have bepn read with great lotersst ln this Bmbessy. Whlle at
firet blush the pature of the sllegations is such es to make gne dia«
‘ cmﬁt them, nevertheless, 1t hes been observed that the I
hargos againet Oubs have ofton been correst, Eseed on e’am@&@a
4 of smw during the zwmmer of 1947 and more sehently, i eppeery 4o - :
- this Bxbasey that Dominican souroes of intelligemsce are more oftem ° ; ,q, '3;
’ corrdot with regpeot %o the maln trend of events, and ususlly highly v
* ingevreot with respect $o detalls. Tho observations of the Amevi.onn T
Ebeasey ln Siudad Trudille, osontainsd in ite alvgran Ho.—4~10 of . -
Jamnary 19, are given groat oredence, It is embirely pessible bhat ,;p-*ff .
sa elaborate smoke soreen is being developed, but at the same time @*
this Spbagey, based on post experience alones and withoub any epecial’ am
%, knowledge of tho pressat slbuatlos in the geveral sounbwdes, is in- -f‘f.fa.
S -ali.ne& %o pay gone heed to the old adage ﬁwh@r@ thers iz so much emoke
tbera muet ba some fire®,
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o Tosamuoh a8 Guba bas not besn 80 dirsetly consermed in recent .

" monbhs with the orop of rumors floating about theifaribbean, informe-
tion Lo less readily avallabls en general developments, Ab the sams .
time this Embassy wlshes 40 observe that sn sppavent ohange has %@m “
placs in the hablte and tactles 6f the revelutiopary plotters. ¥
previcusly information ws gagy to ctas by, even o the poimy of b4
plotbers almost polnting with pﬂ.%s to past or lmpending developmgnty;
they have now become slose-mouthed. Rumore still originate snd cimen
1ate bub they have beoome 2o diverss ond no often contradiotory as T
make 44 appear that a sironger leadership hes evolved or that the &,
zevolutionaries have sinoersly baken Yo heart some of the lessons of

- the 2iseoe of Cayo Confites, They are perhaps more &d@p‘b at saoke (‘@ __

3%

=, < govedas or of drawing red hem&gs goroRs the path § .
LA "}ég oo

. 1% ls, of gourse, entirely possible that the sbsence of w
sx'wbe information means: 8&@1}* that no somslderable plm ‘are &fgg

?mn rsapact to th@ positisn of Gubs in ¢
sontest, it is u!.osx‘ that, for the moment &t .




is

R

SECRET
Daspatch NHo. 74,

- January 30, 1948,

4

American Embassy, Habana R,

to the supplies of amms and munitions svallable in Cuba for any revo-
lublopary or lnvasion atbtempt, certein events have come to light in
the past few days whlch may be significant. The deteils of facts and
romoxs are contalned in 2 memorsndum which is enclosed.

Until recently it was the consensus of this Babassy that Gen-
eral PEREZ, Chief of Staff of the Cuban Army, would probably not permit
the relesase of the arms seized from the Cayo Confites expeditionaries.
It was realliged, however, that he might be willing to get rid o2f cer-
tain Ltemy (aug; the Mauser rifles which could not easily be integrated
into the Springfield-squipped Cuban Armmy) provided he could be assured
that these arms would not Tall into the hands of forces which might
challengs his authority or thresien Cuba'lsz domestic tranquillityn Dur-
ing the last few weeks our doubts regarding Gensrsl Perez's attitude
on this subject have increased. Pirst, thers 1s strong presumptive
gvidence that the clandestine air cargo shipped to Guatemala consisted
of arms; second, 2t a recent meeting in Mlaml General Perez and

’ Mstepwi‘bhoutw?srtfolio José Manuel ALEMAN are reported to have

displayed more tordiality than wae to be sxpectad, and there was sven
s repert to the effect that a poliilcal desl had besn msds betwean
these ex-aismlies; third, the continued unbridled and provocative state-

" ments of the Dominiven Government have done nothing to ease the Cuban

Government's hostllity toward Trojille; fourth, and of great importance
in the Cuban soene was the purchase of arms by the Dominican Govern
ment from Brazil., This purchase was taken with great seriousness by
the Cuban authorltiea, who tried unsuccesefully to prevent 165 conw
summation (see Embassy's telegrams No. 713, December 5, and No. 775,
Davamber 24, 1947). 7The snclosed memorandum provides further detailed
oonsiderations, i :

The ourrent unrest in this area, accompanied by reoriminations
and what amounts to an arms race, provably has ramifications of some
king in all countries bordering on the Caribbesn. Under these circum-
stences the fullest reporting and the widest possible exchange of
information among our ragpective misslons would ssem to be desirable~-
not only 4o enable the Department to obtain as many pleces of the
mosalo as posaible, but also to help our misglons evaluate the infor.
matlon ‘they receive. . Wlth this in mind, coples of thie deepatch are
being sent not only to our missions in the Caribbean, but also to
those in all countries bordering this area, via, from Venezuels through

Acontra,li. Amgrica to Mexlco,

In view of the foregoing and of the svidence of 'bens*on mtionad
in the Departmenti!s olroular telegram of January 17, 1948, 1100 a.m.,
this Bxbassy would not be greatly surprised at morve ﬁsfinita indica«
tions of troubles in the Caribbean, It would be even less swrpblsed
to lenrn that Cuba lo lmplicated in movements of srmes and the glving
of at leaet morel support to an uprising. In short, and whether or

" not we may ageln be upprosching a oriels, the time has ocome for us to

initiste and support some collective intex-American asticn looking
toward & pettlemsnt of those dlffioculiles in owr own back yard, I can
heartily endorse the opinion expressed by Ambassador Butler in hias
despatoh No, & of Junuazy 2, 1948, in which he sald:

-

In spite of the many mejor sritioal problam ‘with which
the Department is faced, some remedial actlon In the Caribbean

arne
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Despateh Noo 7h, ' e
dJanuary 30, 1948, T _
Amsrican Eubassy, Habana -G

ares in the near future may well prevent the devslopment
of a serisus situation which would reprssent a much heavisr
future danand on the Department's time and attention.®

The basic declsion with respect to ths attitude of the United
States Government on the control of the movement of arms has bsen
made, as announced to Lhe field in fhe Department's circular telegram
of danuary 17, 1948, 1:00 a;m. It has further besn noted that in the
prosacution of persons guilty of 1llegally ewxporting arms no favar
‘has bsen showni those concerned with exporis $o both the Dominiecan
Republic and to Cubz have been brought to trisl. It occurs to us
that such sound action on our part could be made the subject of more
widespread lnterest amonz the natlons of Latin America. Perhaps a
mére positive polley of releasing informebion to wire services or
using it in the Department's radio progrims would be well worth while,
We can continue to emphasize the faet thait the Unlted Stetes has ful-

‘ ’_filled, and intends to csntinue to fuifill, its treaty commitments.

Respscﬁfully yours,

. s
®T -
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R, Heary Norwsb .
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Efolosures S
.Msmoz'wcium, Janua.ry 29‘, 3.?&3
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Coples tor American Esbasey, Cludad Trujillo .
. ‘Amerioan Inbassy, Port-au-Frince

" Ame¥ican Enbesey, Caracas
American Hmbassy, Bogotd
American Erbassy,

"American Enbassy, San José
American Ecbassy, Managus
American Eabasay, Guatemala
hnericen Enbessy, Méxioo, D.F.
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Enclosurs to despateh No, 74, : }
dated January 30, 1948, from
American Embassy, Habana, Cuba

MEMORANDUM
January 29, 1948

Subjectt Comments on Dominiesn Notes of January 7 and 8,
1948 and Information Hegarding Recent Develop-
ments Iin Guba in Connection with Caribbean Ams
¥ovement.s,

The continued allegatlons and charges of the Dominicans follow
previous patberns., In the maberial zzndai"réfergnce the charges are
a 1little more disturbing than former outeriss, The Department requests
comments in ites transmittal slip. -In this respect only a few specific
points refer to Cuba, which points are commented upon below. On ths
general subject of whether or not ths Dominican Republic may be
threatened anew, Cuba ls important as s possible source of arma. Pre-

" . viouas tight control shows signs of relaxation. Prosf is far from defi-
© . nite but & nnmber of points discussed below mey be of intersst,

With raferanca to the mamorandam enclosed with the Dominlcan
Enbassy's nove of January 8, there are a few references to Cuba, conw
carning which the fczlcwing comnents are offered:

. 1, The referente on pagsz &4 and 5 to President Grau's-
spesch on Soldliers' Dey (Decembar 15, 1947}, which the Dominisan
memorandum states "undoubtedly contains phrases threatening our
country, whioh the Cuban President could not complstely conoséal®,
1s posalbly indleatlve of Trujlllo's gullty conaclence. Neverw
thelees, President Orau did refer to his hoatlllty and that of
the Cuban people toward dlstatorships and thers was a refsrence
to Cuban soldlera who, he zald, "would know how fo go forward ot
any moment 4o defend in any other sountry these Ldeals of liberty
and Jjustioe®, .Glven Oreu's known hestility toward Trujille,. it
is not surprising that the Dominicen dictator should have intox-
pratid thaaa—rmrlm 88 -having been alnwd at him,
2, The Marrival at the port of Aux Oayes (Haitl) of two
Veneguslan landing barges”, mentioned on page 6, appersntly
~ refers to the landing oraft which an offloer of this Embassy
observed at Nusvitas on December 11, 1947 {(ses Bubassy's tele--
gram No. 741, December 15, noon) and which wers the subject of
two telegrams to the Department from our Embgasy at Portwau-
Prince (Nos. 473 and 480, December 22 and 23, 1947, respeatively).
-No information has been received by this Enbassy to indlcate
whether these craft reassched their destination in Venezuels or
- whether lnvestigzation there has linked tham to a revolutionary

plﬁt .

3, The desoration reacivad by President Grau from the
Haitian Government mentlioned on page & waz the subject of this
Embassy's despatch No. L3548 of November 25, 1947, in which it
was pointed out that this evidenss of cordlality between Halti
and Cuba would probably be noted with dlepleasurs by Presl-

dent ?m:}i}.le

With
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Enclosure to despatch No. 74,

dated January 30, 1948, from
American Fobassy, Habana, Cubs e

With respect to the movement of arms, the following facts and
rimors are offerady

1. Cuban Naval officlals claim that the armes selzed from
the sbortive invasion of 1947 were given anly in very small
part te the Favy, the Ammy racelving the lion's share. Inguiries
of officers of the Army have elicited responses to the effect
that the Army did not receive the bulk 2f.arms bubt that the Navy
has them. The fact that nelther branch sf the Cuban armed forces
is willing to admit that the arms are in ite possession is in
itself suspieiouns. , i : ‘

Z. It his recently been reported thet & motor, which formed
part of ths equipment of the.layo Confites expedition and had
been selzed by the Army, has besn turned back to its supposed
cowner in compliance with a court order. According %o the same-

_ source, officers of the Quban Army Air TForee have stated they
ars not surs whether they will be allowsd to keep the planees
seized last summer; particularly the Pw38 types.

3. Three recent flights of Guatemslan alr force plapes,
aach conslsting of two planss, were made to Habsna. The planes
- wmere apperantly loaded at night at the Cuban military airfield
for the return trip to Guatemalsa, Our Military Attaché, Colonel
« GLERN, reports that when theae thres flights landed at Gustemala
.City, ammed guards wers placed around-the planes which were taken
to clcsed hangars and kept under heavy guard, Even U. 3. Mission
‘personnel who had besn glven freedom of mpvement at the airport
were denled acoess to the hangars. The only itaems which our
sources have noticed are missing at Campo Columbla are twx large
80R~28L radio sets which were crated for shipment on Janudry 9,
vig. about the time one of these flighta L& helieved Lo have
teken place. There 1s therefors rsason to queation whetfier cer-
taln ayms and munitions may not have been rsleasad by the Cuban

Aryo . |

he Informetion bearing on the sams subject is contsined in
a. report obtalned by a controlled American sourcs that arms from
the Cayw Confites expecdlition wers on board the Juban Naval vessel
MARTI and that the commanding officer was verbally instructed to
permit the removal of at least a part of these avms. The officer
aid not comply with the order, was temporarily 4ransforred from
his command, and durdzag his brief absence the arms were remsveds

-5, In an attempt to check on the presence and movements of
- the vessel GUITERAS (see Embasay's telegram No. 104, January 26,
1948), the Naval Attaché to this Erbasay on a number of occasicns
reguested information from the Port Captain of Habana. FHe was
repestedly assured that the vessel had arrived'in the port of
Habana on November 23 and had not departed. Suspicion led to a -
minrvte ocheck of the harbor and it waa discovered that the vessel
had left scme time previcusly, & fact whioh was confirmed by the
Harbor Police in response to an inauiry from an officlal of an
hmarioan shipping company. While not proven, this Embassy now
suapsots that the Port Captaln, en officer of the Cuban Navy,
wea deliberately trying to throw us off the track, (According
to information furnishad this Embassy by Juan AREVALO; a Cuban

labor
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B Enclosurs to despatch No. 74,
. " dated January 30, 1948, from
‘ Amerjcan Embassy, Habana, Cuba =3

labor leader friendly to President TRUJILYG, the GUITERAS is
owned by Eufemio FERNANDEZ, The Department will recall that
Fernandez played a lsading part in the Cayo Confites venture,)

6. The fact that the Chief of Staff of the Cuban Army,
General PEREZ, has failed to furnish our Military Attaché with
requested and promised details regarding the arms of American
origin selzed when the Cayo Confites expedition was broken up
is also suspicious.

i

7. The following informetion attributed to Rolando MASFERRER,
a leader of last summerts frustrated plot, was obtained on Janu-
ary 29 from a controlled American source:

. (a) General Perez has given Eufemio Fernandez an
unspecified amount of small-arms and hand grenades far use
in a renewed attempt against Trujillo and has promised him
the P-38 aircraft which were selzed la.st. September (see
numbered paragraph 2 above).’

"~ (b) Fernandez a.nd Juan BOSCH are the jolnt owners of
a small salling vessel with an auxiliary motor (note:
probably the GUITERAS; ses numbered paragraph 5 above) which
. - has besn loaded with arms for shipment to Venezusla; Mas-
T < ferrer thinks these arms might be unlcaded in a i‘riend]y
country, "such as Guatemala“

(c) The Cuban Navy has recantly sxamined the two land-

) . ing oraft used in the Cayo Confites expedition and Y¥maferrer

! hag hinted that this action is indlecative of the interest
of the Ouban Navy in another attempt. (Note: Masferrer )
might.well be wrong since such an examination would logically -
“be made in conneotion with the lncorporation of these craft
into the Ouban Navy. Both of these landing oraft were recently
‘brought to Habana, and the Inepector Genseral of the Navy has
inforzi:ed our Naval Attaché that they are in very posr sondi~
tiom, -

. o - (d) José M, ALEMAN, Minister-without~Portfolle who .
) " played a -leading »81¢ in last summer's plot, ls stlll inter-
. ested but only in the posalbility that an abnormel situatlon
- would be oreated in Cuba which would give Presldent Grau a
pretoxt to remaln in power.

(o) Fernandez, who is to be the military leader, of a
- new expedition, ils recrulting men in Cuba. Masferrer hes &
low opinlon of Fernandez's abllity. :

¥ g, Early this month Granville HICKS, author of "Elood on the
Streets', who worked actively with the Dominican revolutlonaries -
prior to their late unsuccessful attempt, informed the Habana
. ‘oorrespendsnt of the Unlted Press (McCarthy) that an invasion of
the Dominican Republic was belng planned in Venezuela or Guate-
mala, The Embaasy learned on January 29 that Hicks has written
agaln to MoCarthy warning him to expect importent developments

within the next two or thres o?u. j)g
. /]






