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Englosurs to Despateh 667
of . August 10, 1948, from

the American Embsesy,Habens

GORFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUIS
Cenversation betwesn Presldent Grau
and irbassador Butler Avgust 9, 1948

I called on the President at ncen today.

1, The f£irs%t matber I tock up was the Friendship Tresty. Presldent
Grou said they were working on it, making good progreas, and would
have somathing for us soon, I told hin bhat wy Govermment would liks 1o
kuow what the Cuban Govepnmernt objected t6 in the treaty. He said it uwme
In the hgnds of the Attornsy Generalls Office, and also in the Cultural
Relations Departwent, He was wery confldent that it would shortly be iu

- ghape, I said 1 biped the Treaty could ba f‘ftlly pongumaated befors ha
" loaves office,. Hoispid it wonld ba,

2, - T then tra@smﬁted to ths Pmsﬁfiént' the ipvifatlon 1o receive s

- - degpme from Mlawi Universily, seying thet the ity Mangger and &
grmp of public-spirited citizens of Miami wishsd to come to Habapa to

" exbend this invitgtion, I alec infermed him that they proposed to hold
. a Cubey Day in Mismi in appreciation of fhe tonrist bosiness from Oube

snd of the cordial relations between the tws countries which President
Grau's efforts bad brought about, The President replied that nothing
world make him happier, Hp wes very demonstretive inm his apprecistion
and spcke at length of his sojouwrn in Miamd and how close the city uES
to him,

3. - Hext on the sgends was ite case of e Portlend Cemest Goopeny
gt Mariel (Mr, Scott Thempson), The President said ne considered

- the whole sala legel since it bad not besn rrevicowsly annopnsed In~

the OFFICIAL GAZEITE, and that this sutomatically threw the Bsle out,
He ws watcehing the situation, He had a very hlgh regard fer Me,
Thompson and was confident that the mayor of ?iariel would be defented
in hie efforts,

4o 1 left with the Prasident our memorandum on the Ghapcery site,

He ssid he would ses to it fthat the Forelpn Offive confirmed 1t
in an exchange of notes. He said he was pleased at the progress be-
mg ﬁaéeg B )
5o I then tock up with the President the textile situation, present-
: ing to him the nde we had aent to the Forsign Office .44’? of July
26), He read 1t and said that a mesting of manufmcturers and importers

. wvag scheduled at which they would draft recommendstions to the governw

ment, Ho felt confident that the matter womld be worked out satisface

" torily. I told the Fresident that the controls were from owr- standpeint

a serious matter and we did not wish to bave them, He said that it was

. his impression that some new rules for importers were to bs worked .out
© and he falt a pstisfactory understanding could soon be reached, I re-

marked that to us the. sitveation was ssrious also as a precedent; thet
soap and other marmfacturers would try to do the same thing and he would
£ind himgelf in & very bed situstion; that this was a viclation of the
treaty and I hoped he woulad undormnﬁ that the ressure was on me and
on my Govermment, the taxtile mamufacturers of the United States having
complained very bitterly to our varlous depariments, I could not empham

“gige enough how strongly my Govermment felt about this matter, The Pre-
. wident repiled that he faces labor and socisl problems here in Cuba and

that he must take their story into account ‘alee,
| - ROBERT BUTLER
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. and that he was comfiaent it would shortly be Yin shape®.

CAB:  Lir, Walker i paTE: August 13, 1948
aRdr Wr. Woodward

#r, Daniels
CRB:  lir, kackay

President Grauts Bland Assurance That Yreaty of Friend-
shiip, Conmerce and Havigallion #ilk Cuba zilé he full by
conguﬁmated belore he legves ofTice.

.

Ambassador Butler-reports that in nis conversation
of august ¢ with Fresident Gr'a, the President, in answer
to-a direct que?y of the ﬁmbassadcr, assured him that
the Treaty of Friendsbip and Commerce would: be fully
csnsumwa%ed belore he leaves office, i.e. before Gctoher 10,
}_C\

The President did not incicate wiat, If any, object~:

 4ble features the Cuban Government had found in the pro-

posed tweaty. lle stated thatthe treaty wag still being
consldered by the Atborney General's O0flice and the Cul-
tural Relations Department, good progress was being made,
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REFERENCE- Confidential Despatch No. 667 of ﬁugust 10,
1948 from Habana.

CRB: ﬁﬁggééay tmbr
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