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Dear Carrigan: 

" 

You will recall that weyhave instructions to keep 
the Department informed w~ regard to the movements and 
activities of General Batrfsta, formerly President of 
Cuba. I am sending you with the original of this letter 
the original of a memorandum from the Civil Attaohe of 
this Embassy, Which you will note is very oomplete and 
which oovers activities of General Batista adequately 
since his arrival in Merida. According to the appended 

\' memorandum, he is to arrive in Mexico City on August 28, 
and we will, of course, be able to follow his activities 
quite closely here. 

As the appended memorandum from the Civil Attaohe 
is quite oomplete, I am not gOing into any further detail 
at this time. We will keep the Department informed fully 
of developments. 

With all good wishes, 

and sinoerely yours, 

s. 
Enclosure: 

Wi th original of tlil~\ 
letter" only. oopy of I). 
the August 28th memoran
dum to the 

John Willard Carrigan, Es 
Department of state, 

Washington, 

(In duplioate) 
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ROBERT W. WALL. JR. 
CIVIL ATTACHE 

iEmbassy of tl11' l[nit1'l1 @ltat1's of Am1'rira 
Jiltrxico, ~. ~. 

/'uQust 28, 1545 

,,,EJ>:ORAliDUld FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

Be: GEHERAL FULGENCIO BATISTA 
Y ZALDIVAR 

For your inj'onllati,on, 0, prel trr.inary report 
nas oeen received by a conjiaential source oj tnis 
ojjice relative to the activities oj General FULGmvCIO 
BATISTA Y ZALDIVAR since his arrival in Mexico on 
August 20, 1945. On this date General BATISTA, accom
panied by his Secretary and Military Aide, Oolonel 
ROLANDO M. RODRIGUEZ ALONSO, and two Sec reta ries, 
CARMEN GAMERO and MARTA FERNANDEZ, arrived at Merida., 
Yucatan, by plane from New Orleans, U. S. A. 
Awai"ting tnem at the airport were Cuban Senator ANDRES 
DOMINGO ;.10RALE3 DEL CASTILLO wno had previously 
arrived jrom. Cuba; Mexican Federal Deputy OCTAVIO 
REYES SPINDOLA who had been sent especially to 
Merida to meet BATISTA by General LAZARO OARDENAS, 
and who, you will recall, was Mexican Ambassador in 
Ouba durtng BATISTA'S regime; Mrs. REYES SPINDOLA; 
Inspector General oj Police oj Merida ENRIQUE MOLINA 
ZALASAR; frofessor SAMUEL ESPADAS OEN'l'ENO, a rep,re
sentative oj tne Governor oj tne State of Yucatan; 
ALONSO TORRE, a Yucatecan who was a collaborator of 
CTeneral BATISTA in Cuba for some twelve years and t.s 
reportedly a close confidant of the former president, 
and HUMBERTO LARA, Dt.rector oj the HDt.ari.o de Yucatan. H 

upon hi.s arri.val, General BATIS'l'A issued a 
press statement allegi.ng that he was in Mexico jor 
a rest and for the purpose oj completing his notes 
prior to the publication of a boo~ based upon his 
recent journey tnrougnout Latin America. He made 
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several other superfluous statements concerning 
"tne will of democracy of tne Americas" and "how 
unfortunate it was that all of tne governments of 
the Ameri.cas were not truly. democratic." 

On August 21st, Senora MARIA LOPEZ DE 
PAMPll~ arrived in Merida from Mexico City for the 
purpose of interviewing General BATISTA. It should 
be noted tnat this woman is ostensibly a reporter of 
the magazine "Hoy" but actually is a confidential 
employee of Licenciado MHiUEL ALEMAN and receives a 
salary from the Administrative Department oj tne 
Ministry oj GoberMcion. Mrs. LOPEZ DE PAMPIN 
spent several hours tal~ing to General BATISTA, 
dined witn him and then departed on August 22nd for 
Mexico City. 

On the afternoon of August 22nd, Genera,l 
BATIS'l'A and party visitea several henequen planta
tions as well as tile Port of Progreso. On the same 
afternoon a special plane of the Mextcan War 
Depart/llent arrived in Merida piloted by Colonel 
FELICIANO FLORES wh.o was accompanied by tne Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff of the Ministry of 
National Defense, Lieutenant Colonel ARTURO DAVILA 
CABALLERO. These officers, accompaniea by severa,l 
military aides, presentea themselves to General 
BATISTA, advising him that on the orders of General 
CARDENAS, they were being placed at his complete 
atsposition. 

On August 22nd and 23ra, BATISTA and party 
visited the ruins of Chichen Itza. 

On August 23rd, a Cuban newspaperwoman, ISA 
CARABALLO, arrived. in Merida and awai-ted the Genera,l's 
return from the ruins. 
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On tne 24tn there arrived from Mexico City 
SIGMUNJJ RAISBAUM who presentea himself to General 
BATIS1'A immeatately after h-ts arrtval on the afternoon 
Of tnts day. (The ftles oj my ofjtce reflect that 
SIGMUND RAISBAUM is a Pol isn Jew who i-s associ-ated 
with the firm !lComercial Transmar!l, wnich firm has 
been reported on nWllerous occasions to have had 
dealings witn tne Axis powers during tne war and to 
nave nwnerous Mextcan officials in its paU by reason 
of its business interests in henequen plantations in 
Yucatan). RAISBAW,j was apparently previ-ously Imown 
to General BATISTA and was very well recei-ved by him, 
as well as being treated very cordially by the Deputy 
Chiej oj tne General stafj, Colonel DAVILA CABALLERO. 

The dav oj August 25tn was spent in visittng 
the cttv and attenaing a banquet given by tne 
Secretarv General oj the State Goverwnent in honor 
of BATISTA. 

On August 26th, Cuba,n Senator MORALES DEL 
CASTILLO and Mexican Feaeral Deputy REYES SPINDOLA 
departed from Merida for Mexico City for tne pu.rpose 
of arrangi-ng for General BATISTA'S arrival tn thts 
ctty, as well as to converse witn General CARDENAS 
relative to their interviews witn the ex-Cuban 
Prestdent. 

Shortlv tnereafter, Cuban Senator RAMON 
VASCONCELOS arrived bV plane from Havana, ithavtng 
been reported that he had been called by General 
BATISTA to discuss vartous polittcal matters with 
nim. 

On the afternoon of tnts day, the enttre 
party visHed tne offices oj the !lUnion de Carnioneros 
cie Yucatan," one oj the largest labor unions in the -
state ana reportecilv Communist dominated, where they 
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were recetved by tne President oj tne syndicate, 
Deputy FERivAlViJO VARGAS OCAMPO, Dr. MARCELINO PENICHE 
ALCOCER, ana Ltcenctado ALFvNSO GONZALES BRITO. 
General BATISTA spent several hours in discussion 
wttn tnese incHvidual s and later in ti>e eventng, 
accompaniea by tnese labor representatives, visited 
'''e tome oj deceased la/)or leader CARRILLO PUERTO, on 
wntch he placed a wreatn. 

Our sources state that General BATISTA has 
Deen htyrlly discreet in any statements made by him 
tn Merida ana has confined hts private discussions 
to the Cuban members oj hts party aneL representatives 
of Gene ral CARlJEliAS. 

The present plans oj BATISTA are to depart 
from Mertda somB time during tne day oj Wednesday. 
August 29, 194~, by Mextcan mtlttary plane jar Mextco 
Ctty. It is imown -tnat arrangements have been made 
wtti> ti>e Hotel Rejorma jar rooms jor tne General, as 
well as Cuban Senator RAMON VASCONCELOS. 

Thts matter is being jollowed currently and 
I will ~eep you injormeo oj all detatls tn ti>e 
p remi. ses. 

Respectjully submitted, 

~ ... J ..,() . OJ. d Le \---. 
o t"''W': ViALL, Jr.' 0' 

t vi 1 At tacne 




