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I‘have the honor to advise the Department that,
88 reported in the February 1, 1945 issue of Diario
de la. ina, Eugenio DE SO0SA, Jr. has présented hls
resignation as Bditor of the Diario. Sefior Eliseo
GUZMAN, a member of the Editing Board and Manager

of the Diario, has been appointed Editor for an in-
definite period.

In this connection, I am enclosing a memoran-
dun dated February 1, 1945 prepared by Mr. Gustavo
DURAN, Special Assistant, describing the background
of Sosa's resignation as well as certain aspects of
the negotliations now being carried on by the owners
of the Diarlio for the replacement of Sosa. ,

Respectfully yours,

0, thn:J. Mncoio
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Enclosure to Habana's despatch No. 8734, February 3, 1945

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Habana, Cubs
Fabruary 1, 1945

MENMORANDUM

Regignation of Bugenio de Sosa, Jr.

Mr. Muccio:

According to the information I have, the resig-
nat ion of Sosa is a result of the dissatisfaction of the
Rivero family with the tactless manner in which the former
has conducted himself during his editorship of the Diario
de la Marima. Sosa's incident with this Embassy las
July, as well as other of his faux pas and gaucheries,
are well known. In addition, under Sosa's direction
the Diario has become one of the most insipid newspapers
of Habana. Apparently the Rivero family is well gware
of this faot, whioh has probably caused the Digris to
lose many of its subseribers and, of course, part ef
its iafluence on Cuban publie oplnion.

Late in 1944, the Rivero family (allegedly
with the knowledge and approval of the Colegio de Belen
which, asecerding to well accepted and widespread epinien,
directs the editorlael policy of the Diario) decided to
replace Sosa. There were two candidates at that moment.
One was Jorge MANACH. The other was, if T am pot mis-
taken, Antonie TRAIZOZ (Editor ef A%g%gg, also owned by
the Rivero family). Aecording to stalements made by
Dr. Mafiach to the Ambassador, when the Rivero family
formally offered him the post of Editer of the Diario,
Mafiach expressed his willingness te accept, but ﬁﬁiar
one condition, to-wit: that under his direction the
Diario should primarily defend Cuban national interests
and that the Diario's traditienal defemse of the in-
terests of the Catholic Qhurch and of the Spanish colony
of Cuba should only come as a sesondary consideration.
Apparsntly Mafiach's terms were not acceptable to the
Riveres, and he has been disearded as a candidate for
the Digrie editership.

I wonder whether Iraizoz will be the sueccessor
of Sesa, So fTar as I know, Iraizoz enjoys the confi-
dence of the Jesuits. He 1s very oconservative - 1ir
not reaestionary. In the past he has openly and fré-
quently expressed his sympathy with the totalitarian
regimes. His appointment would mot, therefore, signify
any substantial ochange in the polieies of the Dlario.
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8734 \of February 3, 1945, reporting the resignation
of EBugenio de S0SA, Jr. as editor of the Plario de
la Marins, and.to state that Dr. Ramiro GUERRA, who

hes had long and friendly relations with the United
States and who will be remembered as an educator

and author of sevcral works, one of which is s defin-
itive treatment of the Cuban sugar industry, has now .
been appointed as editor of the paper.

When I arrived in Habana from my recent consul-
tative trip in Washington and hecard of Dr. Guerra's
pointment, I promptly telephoned him, since I have
course known him for some time, to offer my congratu-

On February 16 I invited Dr. Guerra to luncheon.
n the course of a long and friendly conversation, Dr.
Guerra said that his ties with the United Stetes dated
back to the Spanish American war when he had fought
for Cuban independence and had ocome to know and like
many Americans who were here fighting for the same
cause. He said that as a young teacher aspirant he
had gone to the United States with a number of other _
Cuban young men and had there visited various schools i
and had even met President McKinley at the White House. e
~.He maid that he had learned something of the true na—_

ture of the United States and its pecple and*ramily
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country really meansa. He said tha
1mpressionu_yhioh he had received
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For convenlience of reference it may be mentioned that the wvisit
of the Chilean journalists to Argentina was also the subject of
Despatch No, 11328, December 21, 1944 from the American Embassy,
Santiago, Chile.

Respectfully yours,

W

Edward L. Reed
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim

Original to Department for o
Copy to Imbassy, Santiage




