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- OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

CONFIDENTIAL
Noe. 4183 Habana, May 12, 1947 v
Subject: Raoul Altonso GONSHs' New Editor
of Newspaper, Alerta.
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I have the honor to report on the appointment of Dr., Raoul
Alfonso GONSE, widely read, ace political writer for El Mundo, as
editor of Qerba, the afternmoon paper owned by the Diarlo de la
Marina interests. Dr, Gons&'s appointment became effective on
Ma.y 4e Alerta has cne edition which comes out at 11 a.m. The
average daily circulation is 10,483 copless

In the course of a visit on May 2 to the offices of Alerta,
sefior Eliseo GUZMAN, administrator and acting direcior of the
afternoon paper, explained the circumstances of Dr, Gonsé's
appoinﬁnent.

Seilor Guzmén e:qalalned that Alerta has been a sort of step~
child of Diario for some time, but t in recent months the directors
came to the conelusion that its popularity made it necessary to
launch the afternooner on a more extensive basis, Additional
supplies of nay__a_print have bsen obtained from Canadian sources,
an Oregon mlll, and from Sweden,

In casting about for a director, Dr. Gons§ was chosen because
of his journalistic standing, his honesty, and, as sefior Guzmén
explained, "because he has the same ideas that we have," This
undoubtedly rofera to Dr. Gonaé'a implacablo a.nti—Commiut stando

Sefior Guanfn said Dr. Pedro CUB, director-mmer oi‘_iﬂ
was considerably upset because of Alerta's offer to Dr. Gonsé,
has been Dr, Cué®s right-hand man in the campaign against the E
policies of President GRAU San Mart.!n and against Commnism.

3 _correctly

However, sefior Guzmén axplainad, the“‘oﬂ‘or

made, and Gonsé accepted because it reprasonted a prano’wicn in‘i-ft:'..he ';'.:.3'1" :

field of journalisme In an off-hand manner, seflor Guzmén sei
Dr, Cué offered to sell > to the O interests dur
their convern.t.ion about .
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Affairs Officer was marked by an atmospherc of cordiality which
seemed significant, Seror Guzmin declared that Alerta was very
friendly to the United States and would cooperate in every way
with the Embassy in Habana, These newspapers have been much
Iriendlier since the United States adopted a stiffening attitude
toward Russia.

Dr. Gonsé, in a conversation with the Public Affairs Cfiicer,
has appeared to be friendly to the United States, and Dr. Cué has
corroborated this attitude. In his new position as director of
Alerta, criticism by that newspaper of the United States' policies,
if any, should be greatly tempereds .

Dr. Cu# says he tried to influence Dr. Gonsé to remain with
El Mundo but appreciated the fact that the post of director was
an advancement for his former employee. Dr. Cud believes Dr, Gonsé's
political opinions, aside from the anti-Communist stand, will
clash with those of Alerta's owners before very long.s In other
words, either Dr, Gon53 or Alerta's owners will undergo an edi-
torial change of policy, or the arrangement will not last,

El Mundo's owner did not say he had offered his newspaper for
sale, “tut he . appeared discouraged about its chances of continuing
publication.

Respectfully jyours,
For the Charg8 d'Affaires ad interims:

e

Ce Allan Stewart
Public Affairs Officer

i
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To the Department in quintuplicate (0Ozalid)
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SUBJECT: Raoul Alfongo GONSE, New Editor of Newgpaper, "Alerta"

Embassy Habana reports that Raoul Alfonso GONSE,
widely read political writer for EL MUNDQ, has been ap~
pointed editor of ALERTA. Although Dr. CUE was upset
over this appointment and endeavored to persuade Gonaé
to remain with EL MUNDO, where he had been Cué's right-
hand man in his campaign agailngt the Grau adminlstratilon
and Communiem, he recognlzed that the new posltlon was
an advancement,

Sefior GUZMAN, Direotor of ALERTA, in a recent con-
versation with the Public Affairs Off Officer of the Embassy,
stated that Cué had offered to sell EL MUNDO to the
DIARIO DE LA MARINA interests. There is no indication
from other gources, however, that such an offer was mads.

Dr. Cué has expressed the opinlon that Gonsé's
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political opinions, aside from his anti-Communistic s

position, would clash with those of DIARIOQ - ALERTA
owners.

Re: Confidentlal despatch no. 3183, gr7.9Q%}.,>wf/
May 12, 1947 from Habana,
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