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lIabana, Uay 12, 1'147 

'" Raoul Alfonso GON~t-r New Editor 
of Newspaper, Alerta. 

Subject: 
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Hon~rable '. i' (II 
The Secretary of State , 

- Washington, D. C. 

::" - " .r ... : . ,.., J ~ I!'S 
/" .. i , oj ~ .. , ·,, 1 "I '" J.::- ~ 

IIfTfRHAi/oNAl ~~~ -

-.\ _ MAY 2 919471/~~).2..~ 
[ , D~'AIITMfMT 0' IrArE .. 

I have the honor to report on the appointment of Dr. Rarul 
Alfonso GONst, widely read, ace political writer for £ Mundo, as 
editor of Alerta. the afternoon paper aimed by the Diario ~ 1& 
Marina interests. Dr. Gons~'s appointment became effective on 
May 4. Alerta has one edition Which comes rut at II a.1I1o The 
average daily circulation is 10,48:; copiea. • 

In the crurse of a visit on May 2 to the offices of Alerta. 
senor Eliseo GUZMAN, administrator and acting direct or of the 
afternoon paper, 8xpl.ained '~he circumstances of Dr. Gons&'s 
appointment. . 

Senor GuzmAn explained that Alerta has been a sort of step
child of Diario ' :ror some time, but in recent months the directors 
came to the conflusion that its popularitymsde it necessary to 
launch the afternooner on a more extensive basis. Additional 
supplies of neWsprint have been obtained from Canadian sources, 

-..: 
an Oregon mill, and from Sweden. 

In casting about for a directOr, 
of his journalistic standing, his hor,,,s·t.V. an.a, 
explained, "because' he has ·' the 
undrubtedly refere to Dr. GoiUl&'s ' 'UllF' ..... '''al;u. .. \~~~?,~,~~~,~';3~1t;ar](l. 

Senor GuIllD4ri .said Dr. ~e~dro~~~~!~i~j~i~~i~~~ was conlliderabl:yups<:It because 
laB been Dr. Cu"'; right-harid 
policies of PreBident GRAU 
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Despatch No. j 1 8j 
Habana, May 1:2, 1')47 

Mfairs Officer wa:; marked by an a tmosphere of cordiality ·"hiciJ 
seemed significant. Senor O-lzmAn declared that Alerta was very 
friendly to the United States and would cooperate in every way 
with the Embassy in Habana. These newspapers have been nruch 
friendlier since the United States adopted a stiffening attitude 
toward Russia. 

Dr. Gons~, in a conversation with the Public !\ffairs Officer, 
has appeared to be friendly to the United States, and Dr. Cu& has 
corroborated this attitude. In his new position as director of 
Alerta, criticism by that newspaper of the United States' pOlicies, 
if any. should be greatly tempered. 

Dr. Cu4 says he tried to inf1uenc-e Dr. Gons.§ to ranain with 
El Muudo but appreciated the fact that the post of director was an idViiiicament for his fonoor employee. Dr. Cu~ 'believes Dr. Gond's 
politic&l opinions. aside from the anti-Gcmnun:!.st stand, will 
clash with those of Alertals owners before very long. In other 
words. either Dr. Gonad or Alertals owners will undergo an edi
torial change of policy. or the arrangement will not last. 

E! Mundols owner did not say he had offered his n~spaper for 
Bale,~~appeared discouraged about its chances of continuing 
publication. 

File No. 891 

RespectfUlly yours. 
For the Charg4 dlAffaires ad interim: 

C. AllAn Stewart 
Public Affairs Officer 

CAStewart./mrf ~-
To t.be Depart.mcmt in quintUplicate , ( Ozalid) 
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SU BJECT, Raoul Alfonso NSJJ:, New Edl tor of Newspap~~Alerta" 

Embassy Habana reports that Raoul Alfonso GONSJJ:, 
widely read po11tioal writer for EL MUNDO, has been ap
pOinted editor of ALERTA. Although Dr. clm was upset 
over thie appo1ntment and endeavored to persuade Gonse 
to remain with EL ~lUNDO, !there he had been Cue IS right
hand man in his campaign against the Grau administration 
and Communiem, he recognized that the new posit1on was 
an advancement. 

Senor GUZMAN, Director of ALERTA, in a recent con
versation with the Public Affairs Officer of the Embassy, 
stated that Cu~ had offered to sell EL HUN DO to the 
DIARIO DE LA MARINA interests. There-is no indication 
from other-Sources, however, that such an offer Was made. 

Dr. Cu~ has expressed the opinion that Gons~ls 
political opinions, aside from his anti-Communistio 
position, would clash with those of DIARIO - ALERTA 
owners. 

Re: Confidential despatch no. 3183, 
May 12, 1947 from Habana. 
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