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The Honor.able 

Sir.: 

The Secretary ot State, 
. 'Washington, 

I have the honor to report that on Apri l 2, 1948, 
there was published ~n the Official Gazette Cuban Decree 
No; 992 of March 22, 1948, by which Empresa '1~aviera de 
Cuba, 6. A., isentrii!Jted, on a provisional basis, with 
theoperatlon of· the; tour merchant vessels recently 
acquired by Cuba t'ronl'the United State:," '/' 

l/~hese four vess~'L~~W known as the B~A ~MARIEL, 
• 

~:, " 

BAHI.~ DE MATANZAS, BAiif1 DE l'ru]''VTTAS, a!1d BAHIYnE NIPE, 
wer,e .acquired by the Ouban Government to augment its 
National Merchant Marine, . reduced by sinkings during the 
war,and, among other reasons, to give employment to the 
crews and other workers affected by suph slnkings. 

, ' 

. ; . 

'. ~. 

Acoording to Deoree. No." 992. Empresa Naviera de 
·Ouba . has been delegatee'!- .to, operate these vessels .tempo
. rarl1y under th~ terms . of '.a contract to be drawn up by 
t .he Minillters 01' .Ubor the Treasury and the Chie1' 
01' the General Sta1't untll .such time ' as 

. othermeasurea the " . 

Miniater oft~;~f~;~~~.~g:~~l~!;t •. ~~~~~~:E'~~~!~.~~~ii~i:;~~r~~!~S ~~~;u~: t:~~~~e 
the State • 

... . . 

the 
No. 9"2 • 



Enclosure No o 1 to despatch No" ;~ __ da te~l Apl'il 
7, 1948, from'the EmbaE'''Y at Habar;n, Cute, O~l 
subject of "Cuban Decree E',t::'u,';t.:: !," ",:8 

Navie.ra de Cuba, S u A~, tti 8 Ope ::',': !~. 5_~j~: ::/·~~ li ,;·u .... -
Merchant Vessel;.; Rec8.Gt:;.y AC{~!Ji~:,':i ="-:': . .). ~;\.·~ t; ~J~5 ',·,cd 
States" " 

(Fl'Q3 the OF1TICIAL G_A 7··~11TE 
Secti:;" of Ap~'il 2, 19·18)0 

Decree No .. 992 .. 

q.., 
" -

WBER.EAS: II.i. o.:.."c.1e:o to i'onent ~;l,0 Ea-Li:jc.::i.:i_ ~,;('.;:·(:l·:·'.~ ~i/~ 
Mal'ine, thi~;; Gove:rrnent has acqLl.i:.."ec1 f:.:.'~)~-l t!ii'· -:<.Jve'::'~j:~~e;;.t 
of the United States of ..:\.'1.e:~oic3. fuu.-_' vc;·;sc}:·; ··I/~,icl~)'l~-"/'_:' 
being prope~'J.J' adapted am,\ equiPl)c:\, ,i.t, 2,: "":c::::a:~ .. ; to 
put in operati~).n in. o~clel" that t!lc:.r~8.y t':i.1J the :r·c:~·pc,.~ c 
fOl~ which the~r VlBl'e acqu f:::oed" 

WHEREAS: It i~; the duty of' ell'" GOVi)l"'i.."1.e:;t, :[or t~;e 
purpose of p::eventing the unempluY:l.ellt cau;·ecl in the 
mari time f,;ectoJ.' of labor, am(),r'l; otrier :.'ea~;o.r";, by trie 
sinking of vessels torpedoc/t cluri",C!' t::c la:,t wnJ.', to sive 
the nece£:Bary v~'Ork to the labore.:::.·~; i.r.i. t~iL~-; field, takiJlg 
the neoesDary neasur8S_ to :p~cever.Lt the ~le~;:}eJ.s fro.8 :''1e.:n.ai!l
ing hUe by i,; eeing to it that theo' C OrL'1le,[,ce to ~'enc1e:: 
serviceo 

WHEREAS: Until ~;uch time a,,; the uefinitive GOntl'act 
for the Ol)eration of the vessels iD siGned, it L; ileoessary 
to entr'ust such operation, provL,iGnally in Ch:E':cl.oter, to 
EJ!lpJ.'esa Naviera (ia Cuba, for whiDh the !V[iui[;tel"~ of' Labor 
and of the Treasury, /l.nd the Chief of the General Staff 
of the Navy, .will be COJ!lJ!lis[J ioned to d:~at't the prope:
contract, and alsQ to autho:-ize the above-3entioned 
Minister of the Tl'easu::y to execute the tlocunents which 
may be necessary in behalf of the Cubar, Government 0 

THEREFORE: In U:::6 of the powers ves,ted in 3e by 
the COflsti tution o:f the Republi (J a1lLi tlle .law£; iI;, :force, 
on propol,aJ. of the M.ini ster of t.l1e T:'easury, after hea::"ing 
the opinion of the Minil,ter of Labor, an(~ wi tl1 the 
ooncurrenoe at: the Oouncil of Mini8ters, 

I 

ll'IRST: To e ntrust J~~jt:j~~l~~i~;~~~r~(~:; prov 1si onal manne rand 
requ1rea are adopted, the 
the four ve:H:lels oalled: 
MATANZAS, BAHIA DE 

UNOLASSlwn 



- 2 ..: 

. by the Cuba:n Gove::rL"leJ:it fo ,-' the (~ evelopq8"t c,f' the 
Merchant Max-ine. in accol'dance "',i til t,he: tex-:", a,eire 
conditions which will be ;;tipulated i" t:' c ::ont:'e.c t 
to be executel1 for the pu,-'p o;;e 0 

SECO.ND: To appoint the Mi!Jiste.::· t; ()f LabG:.:~ t:' •. ::~d 
of the Tl'easu:-y. amI the Chief oi' th e: Ge:,s ::01 Staff o f 
the Navy, to tlraw up the contrac·t ::efe:::-etl to ifi r,he 
pl'ecediug paragraph, the aforese :;, ti ,),'ieU i!I i ni c; te:: o f the 
Tl'easury being authorized to execu te i .:" b c:;a}.t' G.f r, ': e 
Cuban Government all the dOC\l:c'18nts tLe.t ::lay be :,ec e:'::~ a~'! 
iIi o~de.r to give conpliance t o :.vhQt. '1:.:: he:.:.'e .i li :·; :.:.' (~ e ,,~· e ~, 
seeing to it that the cO.Qditio~l ~·; vi~d.-2,h a ..:.'e ;";t5_fu:Lat'2r.t be· 
always ' the .i!lor.:t beneficial to t l'lG j.i_lt 8:: G;.;t ~.; (:..:f t,L,c St. a te ~ 

THIRD: The MiIliste;:'~3 of Ikt ~ i 'J,:,a J.. DGfe :.lse, of Lab o:c 
and or the T::-ea'::,iury, a;:,"e e;J.t:.~:~ted .',i :':l the :fulfi l.l-.o ·~ t 

of what is 0;:'(1.e1'0o. in tld,:-.: DeG::ee" 

. RlJWn GRAD SA:: ~.iARn!l 
P:~~e si det: t. 

Raul Lopez Ca~ti,Uo , 
P!'im.e Mini ~:~ t el~ 

Isau:l.'o Val(les Moreno, 
. Minister 


